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depending on the Court's ruling, as it appears that there will

be potentially be additional documents forthcoming from

defendants -- we wanted to raise the current scheduling order

and the -- you know, the near -- very near-looming fact

discovery deadline of February 7th.

We would be comfortable if -- we would ask the Court

for an extension on that fact discovery deadline and would be

comfortable making fact discovery coextensive with the beginning

of expert discovery in order to ensure that we are able to

obtain these documents and have some time to review them before

scheduling our final agency depositions.

THE COURT:  Yeah.  Before I get Mr. Jazil's response

and find out a particular date, let me give you my usual

approach.

Discovery deadlines are really more for the benefit of

the lawyers than for my benefit.  What I care about is I've got

the case set for trial and I plan to try it when it's set.  I

can give you a long explanation for that, but, look, that's --

it's just better all the way around if we have firm trial dates

and keep them.

If you are taking depositions the night before trial,

as my mother used to say, No skin off my nose.  You can work as

hard as you want, but it's just better if you are not doing

that.  It's better if you have a good clean period before the

trial just to prepare for trial.
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I take the rule seriously.  And ordinarily it provides

that the party's conduct that necessitated the motion pays the

fees.  So I'll give it some thought, and you'll know what I

think when I get the order out.

MR. JAZIL:  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Anything else on the defense side?

MR. JAZIL:  No, Your Honor.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Ms. Dunn, anything else on the plaintiffs'

side?

MS. DUNN:  No.  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you all.

We are adjourned.

(Proceedings concluded at 12:37 PM on Thursday, January 26,

2023.)

* * * * * * * * 

I certify that the foregoing is a correct transcript 

from the record of proceedings in the above-entitled matter.  

Any redaction of personal data identifiers pursuant to the 

Judicial Conference Policy on Privacy is noted within the 

transcript. 

 

/s/ Megan A. Hague  2/28/2023 

Megan A. Hague, RPR, FCRR, CSR Date 

Official U.S. Court Reporter 
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