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BY MR SHAW

Q Prof essor Scott, do you understand what
this case is about?

A | understand sonme of the background in
terns of |aws that have been changed in the U S
generally, and this is specifically a case in
Fl ori da about the renoval of healthcare to people
who are transgender.

Q s that all of your understandi ng?

A It's the nost general sense, yeah. |I'm
sure there's many, many aspects and details | don't
know about .

Q So you understand that we're going to
di scuss a rule issued by one of the State -- an
agency with the State of Florida, correct?

A Uh- huh.

Q And that agency is the Agency for
Heal t hcare Adm nistration or AHCA. Do you
under st and t hat ?

A | do. Thank you.

Q And you understand that this rule bans al
services for treatnment of gender dysphori a,

I ncl udi ng puberty bl ockers, hornones, sex
reassi gnnment surgeries, and any ot her procedures

that alter the primary or secondary sexual
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characteristics?
MR. BEATO (bject to form But you can

answer that, Dr. Scott.

A Yes. Yes, | understand that.
BY MR SHAW
Q Do you understand that you're giving an

opi nion in support of that rule?

A | do.

Q Do you support that rul e?

A | put this in my report. | think it's
entirely possible that there are people, young
people who this is an entirely appropriate course of
treatnment potentially. The problemat the nonent is
we don't know who those young people are. And
probably nore inportantly, we don't understand and
there is no good evidence, and we need to | ook at
nore good evidence, on what the influences
specifically of puberty blockers are on brain
devel opnment as well as body devel opnment. But | work
on the brain.

So | have a conplex position in respect to
this. | don't think it's a good idea to ban
treatnment in a blanket way. But | also think that
peopl e who are transsexual deserve both the best

heal t hcare and al so deserve the best information
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about that healthcare and the inplications of that
heal thcare. And at the nonent, | don't think that's
happeni ng.

Q What do you nean by transsexual ?

A So transsexual, transgender. |'msorry.
Error of |anguage. Wat woul d have once been called
transsexual is now nore commonly call ed transgender.
But peopl e who experi ence gender dysphori a.

Q Ckay. |1'mgoing to pause for one nonent
and just play with my m crophone. |'m having a
little bit of a hard tinme hearing you.

(O f the record.)
BY MR SHAW

Q | want to ask my question again, because |
don't believe | got a clear answer.

A Uh- huh.

Q Do you support the rule issued by Florida
Medi cai d?

A | don't have a clear answer to give you.
| think that it is a mstake to have bl anket bans on
medi cal issues generally. | think it should be
sonmething that's worked out in ternms of a scientific
and a nedi cal approach. | also don't think it's a
good idea the way that we're currently approaching

trans healthcare in that we are not doing the
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mean about being able to give people information
about what coul d happen to them when they enbark on
this kind of treatnment course. There is very little
evidence and it's not nmuch of it of a very high
gquality. And there's al nost nothing that we know
about humans.

So | think at the nonment, you could say
that they are nmaking a decision based on the
evidence. But it's a lack of evidence and that's
not a good position for anybody.

Q So if you had to vote yes or no on this
ban, woul d you vote yes or no?

A | don't think I can give you a good answer
tothat. | don't -- | can understand why -- the
aspect of why the ban has been put in place. |

don't think it's a good way of approaching

heal t hcare. | would probably abstain |like a coward.
Q You expressed concern with this rule just
now. |Is that fair to say? Concern.
A | think that it's -- there are going to be

peopl e out there who woul d benefit fromtherapy
around these issues. | nmean this in the broadest
sense. But | don't think necessarily the way that
we're approaching it at the nonment, which is often

to seeing that there has to be a nedicalized ruse is
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a particularly good idea. This is what | nean about
| think the healthcare options for people who are
trans at the nonment are not good. They're not

evi dence- based.

Q Do you think all the treatnents that are
mentioned in this rule are as you say "not good"?

A Vell, | think in that they're all highly
medicalized, | think this is a situation where we
need a | ot nore evidence before we blithely put
teenagers on a route that mght take themto
somewhere that m ght not be sonething that's
consistent with how they feel in a few years' tine,
and we know that that can happen. Not for
everybody. It will help sone people, but at the
nmoment we don't know who.

Q Does your opinion change if these
deci sions are made by not only the patients, but
their famly and their nedical tean?

A At the nonment, no, it doesn't. There
isn't -- there's not high quality evidence about the
benefits of this or who woul d benefit fromit. W
do know that there is sonme evidence in favor of
wat chful waiting. But generally there is just a
horri bl e dearth of good data in this whole area,

whi ch nmeans that the clinicians are operating

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 119-3 Filed 04/07/23 Page 12 of 54

[PAGE BREAK]



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 119-3 Filed 04/07/23 Page 13 of 54

Page 24
This is science in humans.
Q I s your concern -- we tal ked about your
concern wth these treatnents. |Is that limted to
adol escence?
A | nmean, | think so. The situation with

t he adol escent brain, it's such a continuing age of
i nportance in terns of brain devel opnent that it
really should be taken seriously both in what the
possi ble inplications of specifically delaying
puberty could have on that. W don't have good

evi dence about this. And I'm-- what evidence we do
have suggests that there are effects on the brain of
del ayi ng puberty. And we don't know what that m ght
mean further down the line. W just don't know.
There aren't followup studies. Even the studies

t hat have | ooked at this in aninmals haven't then

| ook at the life-long profile for those ani nals.

So it is a particular area of concern for
me, because I'ma brain scientist. | nean, |'msure
peopl e could have |l egitimte questions about the
whol e rest of the body. But | care about brains and
brains are still developing at that age. | think
once sonebody's an adult, their body is their own.
They shoul d absol utely have autonony to do what ever

t hey want.
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focused around techni ques |ike functional nmagnetic
resonance i nmagi ng and nagneti c encephal ogram So
| ooking at electrical distributions in the brain.
And we involve both clinical researchers and basic
scientists.

Q Has anyone at the Institute ever conducted
any clinical studies related to gender dysphoria?

A No, not that I'maware of. There was up
until three years ago, four years ago, there was
Sar a-Jayne Bl akenore was at the ICN. She's nowin
Canbridge. And she was one of the people who was
really investigating the teenage brain in a nore
general sense, but that's the cl osest.

Q She was investigating the teenage brain in
a gender dysphoria context or just generally?

A In a general sense she was | ooking at
brai n devel opnent in the teenage years. Yes.

Q So you' ve never conducted any clinical
studi es yourself related to gender dysphoria?

A No.

Q What about the affects of gender affirmng
care?

A Nope. And as | say, |'mnot aware of many
peopl e actually doing studies on this.

Q Has the Institute ever studied the affects
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of puberty bl ockers?
A No.
Q And just to be clear, you understand what

| mean by puberty bl ockers?

A Yeah.

Q Yeah.

A Suppr essi on of hornones. Yes.

Q You said -- you nentioned Ms. Bl akenore

was studying the teenage brain.

A Yeah.

Q Does anyone el se study teenage brain
devel opnment at the Institute?

A The only people that are still -- Sara
still has sone staff working there finishing up
grants, that's it.

Q Have you ever studi ed teenage brain
devel opnent ?

A Yes. | did a study a couple -- probably
nore than a couple of years, but five years ago with
Essi Viding and Eanon McCrory where we were | ooking
at teenage boys, and we were | ooking at teenage boys
at risk for psychopathy. And we were conparing
across teenage boys at risk for psychopathy and
t eenage boys who were neurotypical, and |ooking at

t heir perception of enotional vocalizations and
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sonebody. And we had anot her group of boys who had
conduct disorders, but were low in callous and
unenotional traits. And that's an inportant
contrast, because they're not well behaved these
boys, but they feel bad if they do sonethi ng wong.
And it's the boys with this two-fold profile, their
conduct di sorders and high in callous and
unenotional traits, they're the ones at risk of
psychopat hy. And psychopathy in adulthood is
associ ated with unpl easant and uncari ng behavi or

t owar ds ot her peopl e.

Q Did any part of that study informthe
opi ni on you gave today?

A Only in the nost general sense that the
teenage brain is changing. | nean, even in that
study, we couldn't conclude if the differences we
saw were because of sonething innately different
about boys at risk for psychopathy or because of the
experi ences they had had as they were grow ng up.
And that's -- and that's a problem you keep com ng
back to in this literature. You nmay -- even if you
find a difference, how you interpret that
difference, what's driven that difference can be
very hard to determne. So only very generally.

Q Do you treat patients?
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A No. |I'mnot a nedical doctor.
Q Any medi cal training?
A No. |'ve worked a lot with patients, but

that's been just in basic studies.

Q Are you a psychol ogi st?

A Yes. M training is in biology and
psychol ogy, and ny Ph.D. is in cognitive science.
Q So are you sort of certified as a

psychol ogi st ?

A We don't really have that systemin the
UK. If you want to practice, you can join the
Heal t hcare Professionals Association. But |I'm
not -- I'mnot a clinical psychologist. [|'mnot
clinically qualified. |'ma basic scientist. So
|"'mnot affiliated with any professional
organi zation other than the British Psychol ogi cal
Society, which is just nost to bel ong to.

Q Have you ever had a clinical practice in
any way?

A No. So I've worked with patients,
normal ly patients with strokes. Some work with
psychopat hy and dyslexia in children and teenagers.
But really all of that, all of it was just basic
science. It wasn't -- it wasn't in a clinical

study. It wasn't a study of treatnent. It
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neur ol ogi st ?

A Neur ol ogi st i s sonebody who's nedically
qualified, and then they specialize in diseases of
the brain and the nervous system And they see
patients. They work clinically. They prescribe
drugs. A neuroscientist is sonebody who studies
brains. He would probably work with neurol ogists.
But he's studying it in a purely basic science
position. They're not treating people. They're not
prescri bing things.

Q Are neuroscientists qualified to advise on
gender affirm ng care?

A | think in ternms of their understandi ng of
how t he brain devel ops, yes. | think we are not at
a stage where there's good cognitive neuroscience on
the brains of people who are transgender. There are
sonme studies, but it's not -- what they are -- |
didn't put this in ny report, and |I'manswering it
because you asked ne about it.

What those studies are showing is that
what you start to pick up is a difference in the
brain that's associated with the dysphoria. | think
there was a belief that sonmehow people wth trans --
who are transgender would have the brain of the

opposi te gender and that's not what you find. So
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MR. BEATO (bject to form Dr. Scott,

you can answer.

A | don't think so yet. Because as | say,
the brain scans, that seens to be telling us
sonet hi ng about who -- a difference in the brain if
sonmebody i s experiencing dysphoria from a
neurotypical individual. That's still we're |ooking

at two patterns of activation, but we're not saying
two di fferent popul ations and we coul d categorize
peopl e one way or the other. So it's not telling
you about categories and it's also not telling you
anyt hi ng about how that profile m ght change. |If
ot her things were affecting the gender dysphori a,
would that resolve in a different way. So it's not
goi ng to be good evidence across for predicting for
what | suspect.

Q So just sort of to recap a little bit on
you. You're the director of -- you're the Drector
of the Institute on Cognitive Neuroscience. You are

a neuroscientist, correct?

A Yeah.

Q You do not treat patients?

A Nope.

Q You have no nedical training?
A Nope.
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Q | just skipped a bunch of pages. Do you
recogni ze what's on the screen?

A Yeah.

Q What is this?

A They are sone of ny refereed articles.

Q I"'mgoing to scroll down. Are these al
the articles that you |list on your CV?

A Yeabh.

Q | | ooked -- why is six mssing?

A |'"ve got no idea. | think probably
because |'ve copied and pasted.

Q kay. Just a typo. |Is there --

A Al nost certainly what |I've done is |'ve

copi ed and pasted the text in from PubMed or
sonething like that to get the reference, and that
normally puts in a few extra returns. And they need
to be deleted to get the nunbers to go right, and
|'ve done that incorrectly. Sorry.

Q Do you recall any publications that you
wote that are missing fromthis |ist, publications
that you wote around this tine?

A Wll, it's difficult to say w thout having
another CV in front of me. But | can't -- | can't
see anyt hi ng obvi ously. No.

Q Okay. All of these publications are about

800-726-7007
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speech, laughter and sound. Isn't that right?

A There are a few other things. But yeah,
that's the majority. That is ny main area of
research.

Q Are any of them about gender affirmng
care?

A No.

Q Are any of these publications specific to
gender dysphori a?

A No.

Q Any about puberty bl ockers?

A No.

Q Any publications on how pharnaceuti cal
drugs interact with the brain?

A If you go back -- I'"'mtrying to renenber.

We did do sone work with nethanphetam ne and peopl e
who had strokes. |I'mtrying to renmenber if there
was a study on that. |If there was, it was a while
ago.

Q How | ong are you -- how |l ong ago? Sorry.

A Twenty years ago. And | now can't
remenber if there was a published paper fromit,
so. ..

Q Al right.

A Let ne think if there's anything el se.
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Q And what did M. Conrathe say?
A He contacted ne and sone of the other
people who -- like | said before, there's a case in

Fl orida, would you be interested in making a simlar
kind of report to themwiting about the sane sort
of issues.

Q Why did you think that you had an opini on
to give in this case?

A Because | provided an opinion before for
the Keira Bell case. And | discussed that a | ot
wi th Paul Conrathe at the tinme for all the reasons
you said. I'mnot a clinician. | haven't worked in
this area. And all the people that have -- do work
in that area were not prepared to make a conment
about issues around consent and issues about puberty
bl ockers. And | did sonme reading into the
literature, and | was concerned enough that |
t hought sonebody needs to, so I did.

Q You nentioned the Keira Bell case.

A Yeah.

Q What was your role in that case?

A | provided very simlar testinony about
the particular issues of consent for Keira Bell,
because that was her particular claimat the

judicial review But also in the course of witing
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that, it becane very clear to ne that, you know, the
potential role for gender affirm ng drugs, puberty
bl ockers or cross-sex hornones during adol escence
could really be significant, and that infornmed ny
conment .

Q So you formed your opinion about puberty
bl ockers in adol escents while you were working on

the Bell case?

A Yeabh.

Q Did you submt a witten report in that
case?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall the date?

A No. | don't recall the date. It would
have been -- it was probably over the summer or
towards the end of the sumer in 2020.

Q Wul d you be willing to provide us a copy

A |"mnot certain if | can. Can | chat with
Paul Conr at he?
Q Sure. Wiy would he --
MR. BEATG | think there may be sone
confidentiality issues wwth that in that case,
Dr. Scott.

A Yeah. | would need -- the last tine
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brai n devel opnent. But that's not necessarily
normal i zi ng anything. That could sinply be changing
the brain in a way that m ght be negati ve.

Q But that's not necessarily harm ng
anyt hi ng?

MR. BEATGO (bject to form You can
answer, Dr. Scott.

A But it's not very good evidence that it's
safe, particularly if -- and | rem nd you of this.
The original claimfor puberty blockers is that they
are just pressing pause, and they're clearly not
j ust pressing pause. They are changing brain
structure and they're changi ng behavi or.

Q But you can't say here --

A Sorry. Go on.

Q But you can't say here that these puberty
bl ockers have any harnful effects on the brain?

MR. BEATO (bject to form But you can
answer, Dr. Scott.

A But we know that they change the brain and
we don't know that that's not harnful. And
that's -- | think that's the critical point. W
know that in the -- again, this canme up in one of
the rebuttals. A different person said, well,

woul dn't -- if delayed puberty is problematic for
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bl ockers are not doing anything bad for the brain,
even if you said that, you have to accept that the
puberty bl ockers are going to be changing the
effects of testosterone and estrogen in the brain,
which at a bare m ninum affect the parts of the
brain that show sexual differentiation in nmales and
femal es.

And the evidence and the literature that
we have fromthese papers that |'ve reviewed nore
recently indicates that that's already happeni ng
before puberty. Even prior to puberty if you give a
puberty bl ocker, sonething that's cutting off al
production of estrogen and testosterone to a femal e
nonkey, that will already start to affect her brain
structure.

So they're suggesting as they do in the
paper there's an effect of estrogen on the whole
brain, the whole brain volune before puberty starts.

MR. BEATG  Counsel, | apol ogize. | just

have a qui ck question. W've been going for
about an hour and 30 mnutes. Do you think we
can work in a five-mnute break, or if you have
sone followup questions that relate to what
Dr. Scott is saying. W can take a five-mnute

break a little bit |ater on.
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the anount of tinme they've been on the drugs with
the things to see if there's an effect of that. But
in ternms of long-term | amnot certain about that.

Q s there a study --

A -- looking at cognitive things.

Q So this study does not determ ne whet her
there are any long-termeffects of puberty bl ockers

for precocious puberty?

A No. Because it's still -- you know, the
girls are still young when they're being tested.
Q And yet we still prescribe puberty

bl ockers to treat precocious puberty?

A Yes, as far as |I'maware. Although, in
this paper they say it's not conpletely clear that
It's totally not affecting girls, if you see what |
mean. Most of the girls are very simlar, but there
were sone points in which they | ooked different.

Q Way shoul d we be concerned about
prescribing puberty bl ockers to treat gender
dysphoria based on a | ack of know edge when we had
the same | ack of know edge for precoci ous puberty?

A | don't think that's necessarily a reason
to do it in precocious puberty. | think that the --
| have sonme concerns about the data in precocious

puberty. | don't think that's trouble free. So the
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girls -- the normally developing girls, there was a
seven point difference in |1 Q between them and the
girls with precocious puberty, which neans that sone
of the girls in precocious puberty had even | ower
Q. And that's -- this is not nmy words. Sonebody
el se wote a comentary on this saying that's not
nothing. There's a small group. |It's enough to
make you slightly worried.

So | think probably the argunment that the
medi cs woul d make with precoci ous puberty is that if
you're just going to do this for a short anmount of
time, get themacross the right age, you know, a
year or two for Tanner Stage 2 to be okay, and then
off you go. But | don't think it necessarily neans
that it is safe.

Q Are your --

A The cognitive function, the data is not
100 percent clear that it doesn't have an effect.

Q Are your concerns with puberty bl ockers
for precocious puberty shared by the nedical
communi ty?

A | don't know. They are certainly shared
by Dr. Hay who wote that commentary that | cited.
But that's, you know -- | suspect that precocious

puberty, because their sights on things |like height
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aspect of human behavior that is determ ned by just
one factor. That's why things |Iike adverti sing
exi sts, the marketing, you know, because humans are
conplicated. You can't just sinply manipul ate them
I nt o doi ng what you want themto do or find what
they like sinply. So that's just a general truth
about doi ng psychology. It's always a -- you al ways
end up with conplex patterns of things that
I nfl uence behavi or.

Q So you're saying every brainis different?

A Yes. Because the thing that brains change
hugely i n devel opnment over your |ifespan, but they
al so change massively based on your experience. And
that nmeans that, you know, if | was to clone you
tonorrow, | would still have sonebody who even if
they had the exact sane brain as you would grow up
to be different, because they would grow up in a
different world. They would grow up in a different
environnment and their brain would not be exactly the
same as yours.

So you got this kind of fascinating, but

sort of extremely conplex continual interaction
bet ween the brain that you have. And renenber,
you're born with 86 billion braincells. And you

have those braincells all your life. You don't grow
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BY MR SHAW
Q " mgoing to go back to your report.
want to tal k about starting at paragraph nine.
A Yeah.
Q Par agraphs 9 through 14. | can show you

all of themif you want. You tal k about how the
brai n devel ops.

A Yeabh.

Q Is it a fair characterization of your
report to say that you believe teenager's brains are
prone to nore risky behavior during that tine?

A Yes. There's a recent review. It cane
out too recently for nmy report, | think, but in the
nat ure of neurosci ence, which described risk-taking
behavi or in adol escents is a defining feature of the
deci si on- maki ng.

Q s that common for all adol escents?

A Well, | nean adol escence is very variable
like all humans. We're tal king about popul ation
| evel here. So yes, there's a reason why in |aw we
try and protect adol escents fromthe things that
coul d have |ivel ong consequences for them 1|ike what
age they get married and what age they have tattoos
and what age they get in a car. So that's kind

of -- you know, all human cultures recognize to sone
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degree this difference. And we don't always dea
with it well, but it's definitely a brain that's
still in devel opnent.

Q Wul d you say that you're an expert in

adol escent behavi or ?

A "' monly sonebody that works in brains. |
don't -- | have been involved in sonme studies on
this and it's literature | know about. | do not --

this is not in any way ny main area of research.
But as | say, it's a mstake to assune that because
sonebody doesn't research sonething, they don't
therefore understand it. As | said, | did wite a
book on this |ast year, brains in general.

Q Is it fair to assune -- is it fair to say
that -- let ne rephrase.

Is it fair to say that because soneone
does not investigate this area specifically, that
they're not an expert in the area?

A Sone area of specific expertise. But |
t hi nk anybody that can -- | can read and understand
and interpret and draw across the papers. So ny
expertise in neuroscience is what |'m speaking to
here nore generally.

Q Can a nonexpert review the papers?

A ' m absolutely certain they can do.
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Q Can t hey understand thenf

A | think some of it gets -- not necessarily
understanding is going to be the problem but
I nterpreting what that could nmean and what the
bi gger inplications are mght just be easier for
sonmebody who's nore famliar with the wider field.

Q Do you need to be an expert in
neur osci ence to understand that teenagers on the
whol e engage in risky behavior?

A No. Like |l saidin ny report, it's
sonething that all cultures recognize. |It's
i nteresting how long it took science to start asking
guestions about it. For a long tine, devel opnenta
psychol ogy neant sort of not to tend. But actually
now peopl e think about, as | said, the human brain
Is a work in progress. |'ve studied devel opi ng
brain. |'ve studied aging brains. Your brainis
al ways changi ng.

So it's definitely sonething that's becone
of nore interest. But it's always been | think, you
know, as long as can you find history for humans,
you find humans conpl ai ni ng about teenagers.

Q How is this increased | evel of riskiness
rel evant to your other opinions?

Let nme back up. Excuse ne. [|f | may.
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could cone back to have inplications for you that is
nore likely for teenagers to engage with. So the
hot/cold is inportant, but it's not capturing all
aspects of risk.

Q But we're not tal ki ng about teenagers
deci di ng about gender affirm ng care thenselves in
this case, right?

A No. | understand that this would be
sonet hi ng where the consent is not with the
t eenager .

Q Say that again. Consent is --

A Consent is being made by sonebody el se.
The informed consent is being nade by sonebody el se.
| think one would assume that they're still part of
the discussion, and that this isn't being visited on
themin an unwilling way. And | think that the
point still stands about being able to fully
conprehend the inplications of factors that
coul d have big influences further down the line.

Q Do you think adults can hel p teenagers
understand fully the inplications of gender
affirmng care?

A | think if those adults had really good
I nformation about what the inplications are, then

yes, | think they could do. But we're back to the
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sonetines larger brain areas. Wat that transl ates
into we don't know. But smaller brain areas are
rarely good.

Q So woul d you say that your opinion --
woul d you agree with ne that your concern is
limted -- let ne rephrase.

Wul d you say that your concern is limted
to puberty bl ockers or all fornms of gender affirmng
care?

A | think the i medi ate proxi mal concern has
to be puberty blockers given these effects in the
published literature. Fromthe brains eye view,
this is not a pause button and that concerns ne. |
have ot her thoughts about -- that's not true.

Anything else | said would be nmuch nore of an

opinion, and it's harder -- it's not inpossible, but
because puberty bl ockers -- no, that's not true.
No. | think it's probably fair to say that.

think it's fair to say that ny primary concern is
about puberty bl ockers and giving themin

adol escents and the risk associated wth that.

Q So you're not giving an opinion about
adul t s?

A No.

Q You woul d agree that a conplete
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at the bottom of the screen?

A It's very small. Could you nmake it
bi gger, pl ease?

Q Sur e can.

A Thanks. Yeah.

Q You said, "The book says that girls who
| i ke bugs and wear super hero" -- | think you neant
capes there, "and who don't |ike pink dresses are in
fact boys. | think that's your cheap shot right
t here. "

A Yeah.

Q What was your problemw th the book?

A Because | was a little girl who dressed
| i ke a super hero and collected water beetles, and I
was never a boy. So | think it seens reductive to
assune that a girl who |likes boyish things can't in
fact be a girl.

Q Is that really what the book says?

A It's the story of the book, isn't it? She
doesn't like girlish things. She wants to be called
a boy's nane. And then at the end, hooray, she's a
boy.

Q Wll, the book starts with the prem se
that it's a trans boy.

A Yes.
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Q Ri ght ?

>

Wat's a trans boy if that's not a girl?

Q So that it's not about her Iiking bugs and

capes.
A Yeah.
Q It's that she's a trans -- or that he's a
trans boy.
A So a girl who |Iikes bugs and capes has to

be a trans boy?

Q No. Anyone can |ike bugs and capes.

A Yeah.

Q The book is about addressing that issue
with your famly. You didn't read the book?

A Vell, that was -- |'ve just quoted off the
bits | saw. This is -- you've asked ne why | said
it and that's why | said it.

Q s a trans boy a girl?

A A trans boy is a natal female. [|f they
weren't a natal female, they would just be a boy.

Q That person cannot consider thenselves to
be a boy?

A Yeah. Absolutely they can consider
t hensel ves to be a boy. Totally.

Q So they're a boy, right?

A They're a trans boy. Yeah. Yeah.
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seeing this, what's on the screen?

A What year was this?

Q This is -- I"Il bring up your tweet. The
reason |'mdoing this like this is because the
pi ctures don't show up on the tweet.

A Ri ght .

Q So this is where that picture was.

A Ckay.

Q And you tweeted, "Ch, God."

A Yeah.

Q What did you nean by "oh, God"?

A Because |'m guessing -- this is six years

ago. There was a shift in people going from asking
if you're nmale or femal e and for protecting
characteristics |like male and femal e being used as
term nol ogy to what you identify as. And that is
sonet hi ng that has continued and has got no better.
And ny concern at that time was that if you nove
sonmet hing from being specifically for femal es and
make it for anybody who identifies as a femal e,
there is the possibility for -- well, first of all
you' re nmaking this |l ess available to do the things
you' re supposed to do, which is increase
applications fromfenmales. And also you are at

| east opening up the possibility for somebody to
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self-identify in a way that is trying to take
advantage of the situation. | think if you want to
make things better and nore inclusive for trans
peopl e, what you do is you do specific stuff for
trans people. That's why |'ve said that.

Q Doesn't that section them off from
everyone?

A Yes. But that's the nature of doing
positive discrimnation, isn't it? You do specific
things for specific groups of people.

Q So you don't think that trans wonen shoul d
be allowed to apply for the same schol arships as cis
wonen?

A I f by cis wonen you nean natal fenales,
then it would depend on what it's for and what
they're trying to correct by having the -- if you're
in a situation where there aren't enough nat al
femal es and you're trying to boost it with
schol arshi ps, then probably no. You probably shoul d
keep it for natal females. |If it's a situation
where you are worried about trans representation,
you woul d be entirely appropriate, and certainly the
equality is lower in the UK, wuld let you have a
much nore specific group for trans people and to

specifically benefit them
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