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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF FLORI DA

CASE NO. : 4:22-cv-00325- RH MAF

AUGUST DEKKER, et al.,

Plaintiff(s),

- VS-

JASON VEI DA, et al .,

Def endant ( s).

ZO0OM

DATE: Tuesday, March 21, 2023
TIME: 10:02 a.m - 3:44 p.m

*ExF*PORTI ONS OF TRANSCRI PT MARKED CONFI DENTI AL* * * **

DEPGCSI TI ON OF M CHAEL BI GSS, PH. D.

Taken on behal f of the PLAINTIFFS before
Jennifer L. Bush, RPR, FPR, FPR-C, Notary Public in and
for the State of Florida at Large, pursuant to Notice of
Taki ng Deposition in the above cause.
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600 Brickell Avenue, Suite 3100
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Jenni fer.altman@il |l sburyl aw. com

Omar CGonzal ez- Pagan, Esquire
Lanbda Legal Defense & Education
Fund, 1Inc.

120 Wall Street, 19th Fl oor
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212- 809- 8585
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Carl S. Charles, Esquire

1 West Court Square, Suite 105
Decatur, GA 30030

404- 897- 1880
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Si none Chriss, Esquire

Chel sea Dunn, Esquire

Sout hern Legal Counsel, Inc.
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VWHEREUPQN,
M CHAEL BI GGS, PH. D.,
called as a witness on behalf of the PLAINTIFFS, after
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and testified
as follows:
THE WTNESS: | do.
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. ALTMAN.

Q Al right. WlIl, good afternoon, sir. |
know for us it's norning but for you it is afternoon.

Can you hear ne okay?

A | can, yes.

Q So |l tend to have a loud voice. If for any
reason you think I'myelling at you, I want to warn you
in advance | 'mnot. | do tend to have a | oud voi ce, and

| amusing the conputer audio. So just keep that in
m nd.

Also keep in mnd that if you can't hear ne
or the questions break up, certainly ask nme or tell ne
what the electronic situation is and |I'm happy to try and
nullify it.

So I'mgoing to take your deposition today.
My nane is Jennifer Altman. |'mwth the law firm of
Pillsbury Wnthrop Shaw Pittman. Have you had your

deposition taken before?

800-726-7007
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A. No, | haven't.
Q So let nme give you a few of the ground
rules that we're going to hopefully live by today. |'m

going to ask you questions and you are going to answer
them [I'mnot trying to trick you. So that neans if you
don't understand a question, sinply ask nme to rephrase
it. |'mhappy to do so.

I f you don't hear a question, sinply tel
me you didn't hear it and |'m happy to repeat it for you.
I f you answer a question, |'mgoing to assune that you
under stood the question, is that fair?

A Yep.

Q So you just hit on wthout --
unintentionally one of the garden-variety rul es of depos.
You can't shake your head no or shake your head yes. The
wonderful court reporter on ny screen over to the right
can't take down nods or head shaking. You need to answer
out | oud audi bly.

That neans if it's a yes, it's a yes. |If
it's ano, it's a no. Uh-huh is not an answer because
that could be yes or no. So please always answer the
guestion out loud for the court reporter's benefit.

Also for the court reporter 's benefit, who
Is going to be working really hard today to nake sure the

transcript is accurate, you may be able to predict the

800-726-7007
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question that I'mgoing to ask you, or you may feel it
I ncunmbent upon you to start answering a question because
you want to either clarify sonmething or bring sonething
up.
For the court reporter's benefit, you

al ways need to wait until 1've conpleted nmy question
fully, take a pause because M chael may want to object,
put an objection on the record, and then answer the
question. That way we'll have a clean record for the
Court. Does that nmake sense to you?

A Yes.

Q kay. You are nodding a lot. But make

sure you say yes or no.

A Yes.
Q If you need to take a break, |'m happy to
accommodate you. | can't do so when there is a question

pendi ng, so keep that in mnd in terns of timng any

breaks that you think you'll need. Does that nake sense?
A Yes.
Q And, sir, have you ever been -- have you

ever been charged with or convicted for any crine of
mal f easance, fraud, any kind of m sstatenents?

A No.

Q And are you taking any drugs today that

woul d i npact your ability to fully and robustly answer

800-726-7007
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the questions that |'m about to ask you?

A No.

Q All right. So let's get started. So are
you a nedi cal doctor?

A No.

Q Have you gone to nedical school ?

A No.

Q Have you had any nedi cal training
what soever ?

A No.

Q Have you ever treated anyone w th gender
dysphori a?

A No.

Q Have you ever prescribed treatnent for
anyone wi th gender dysphoria?

A No.

Q Do you perform nedi cal research relating to
gender dysphori a?

A Yes.

Q What nedical research do you perform

relating to gender dysphoria, sir?

A One exanple would be getting data --
getting data on the suicide rate of transgender
adol escence at the London clinic.

M5. ALTMAN: Soneone needs to nute their

Veritext Legal Solutions
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phone, please. Thank you.
BY Ms. ALTMAN:
Q Getting data on suicide rates, and | didn't
hear the rest of it, sir.
A Suicide rates of children attending their

pediatric clinic, gender clinic in London, called the
Tavi st ock, and publishing that research.

Q Ckay. So you didn't conduct the research,
did you, sir?

A Yes, | conducted the research. | submtted
freedom of information requests to get the nunbers that |
used in the article.

Q Uh- huh. What -- what actual research, sir
did you performin order to determ ne the basis or
reasoning for any suicides that you allegedly studi ed?

A There was no information on the reason --
on the reasons for the suicides. It was the nunber --

(Audio interference.)

THE WTNESS: -- | was doi ng research on

(Reporter asks for clarification.)

M5. ALTMAN. Yes, sir -- yes, ma'am Can
you hear hi m okay?

M5. REPORTER  Yes, | can. It was just
that the word "the nunber" blurbed out. That's

all .

800-726-7007
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M5. ALTMAN: No problem
BY Ms. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, so again, you didn't perform any
anal ysis to determ ne the basis for any suicides that
occurred at the Tavistock clinic, did you?

A | perfornmed the analysis to estimate the
sui ci de rate.

Q Right. You -- you got a nunber from

sonmeone using a Freedom of Information Act, right?

A Yes.

Q kay. Freedom of Information Act request,
correct?

A Yes.

Q And you multiplied a nunber by the nunber
of individuals treated, correct?

A | also had to ascertain the nunber of
I ndi vidual s treated, which was a required extensive
Freedom of Information Act requests.

Q Right. So you issued sonme Freedom of
I nformation Act request, but that's not my question.
What anal ysis did you performinto the reasons that
anyone in your Freedom of Information Act requests
comm tted suicide?

A My research was not on the reasons. It was

on the rate of suicides, the nunber of suicides as

800-726-7007
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proportion of patient -- of patient tinme spent in the
clinic.

Q Ckay. And we're going to -- and we're
going to get to that research later. But | just want to

be clear on the record. As you sit here today, you have
no basis on which you can testify as to the reasons why
any individuals fromthe Tavistock clinic commtted
sui ci de, correct?

A That's correct. Just a correction. It is
Tavi stock, T-A-V-1-ST-0CK

Q Ckay. Sorry if 1I'm pronouncing it wong.
| will do better. But your answer is the sane, correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. Excellent. Have you perforned any

clinical studies relating to gender dysphoria?

A Coul d you define "clinical"?

Q What do you understand that word to nean,
sir?

A Do you nean that whether | was acting in a

clinical capacity?

Q Do you understand the word "clinical" to
mean acting in a clinical capacity, sir?

A That coul d be one interpretation, yes.

Q Ckay. And so | want you to then use that

Interpretation and tell ne whether or not you've

Veritext Legal Solutions
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perfornmed any
gender dysphor
A

o > O > O

choi ce?
A
Q
A
choice, isn't
Q
question, sir?
A
be a choice an
Q
gender -- gend
gender assi gne
A
Q
male is a boy?

A
Q

Page 11

clinical studies -- studies relating to

I a?

No.

Do you believe gender dysphoria exists?
Yes.

Do you believe people can be transgender?
Yes.

Do you believe that being transgender is a

" mstruggling to answer that question.
Wy ?

Because in sone ways, everything is a
it?

No. Do you have an answer for the

| don't -- | think in sonme cases it m ght
d sone cases it's not.

Okay. Do you believe people can have

er identity that is not aligned with their
d at birth?

Yes.

Do you believe that a trans -- transgender

Yes.

Do you believe that a transgender fenale is

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions
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agqgrl?

A Yes.

Q Do you believe the nedical professionals
are in the best position to determ ne proper health care
treat nent ?

A Sonet i nes.

Q And by your "sonetinmes," | assunme you nean

someti nes not ?

A Soneti nmes not, correct.
Q Okay. What woul d be the scenarios under
which a health -- a nedical professional would not be in

the best position to determ ne proper health care

treat nent ?

A. If their treatnment was based on faulty
resear ch.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A That would be the main -- of course it

could also be if they had a financial incentive to offer

certain treatnents.

Q Are you being paid for your tinme today,
sir?

A Yes.

Q Do you have a financial incentive to

testify consistent wwth the defendants' position in this

case?

800-726-7007
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A No.

Q So why woul d your character be any better
or worse than a nedical professional who is making
medi cal deci sions who has a financial interest in the
treat nent ?

A | think the sunms -- the anpbunt of noney
matters. And | didn't say that nedical professionals
al ways had -- were influenced by financial incentives,
but sonetinmes they m ght be.

Q Well, as you sit here today, do you have an
exanpl e of any individual that you are aware of, rel evant
to this case, that you think is financially incented
(sic) to performa certain treatnent?

A No.

Q (kay. So you are just using that sonetines
that's the case, correct?

A Yes.

Q Do you believe that -- that experts
soneti mes have a financial incentive to testify in a
particul ar way?

A Sonet i nes, yes.

Q Okay. You would agree with me, would you
not, sir, that a nmedical professional is in the best
position -- the best position to determ ne the

appropriate care to be rendered to transgender

800-726-7007
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I ndi vidual s, right?
A Sonet i nes.
Q And the -- the sonetines not

answer you gave a nonent ago?

conducting nedi cal research, correct?

A. | think academ cs of all --

research, including nedical research.

are you?

A Yes. If it's based on -- if a nedical
judgnment is based on faulty research.

Q Wul d you agree with nme, sir -- I'msorry,
were you done or no? | apol ogize.

A | " m done.

Q Ckay. You would agree with nme, sir, that
it's -- it's nedical professionals that -- that should be

i f they have

the skills and conpetence shoul d be conducting i nportant

Q Sir, you are not suggesting to the Court

that a academic is qualified to render nedical opinions,

A Opi nions on an individual patient, no.

Q Well, what -- what about a class of
patients, sir, are you suggesting to this Court that a
academ c has the capacity to render mnedica

A That really depends on whether that -- for
exanpl e, the academ c could conme up with good argunents,

good data, published in a peer review journal, for

Page 14

is the same

opi ni ons?
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exanpl e.
Q But that -- they can't perform nedical or
clinical research, can they, sir?
A Well, they can performscientific research.
Q Based on ot her people's research, right,

you can report on other people's research. You don't
performthe research yourself, correct?

A. Not taki ng neasurenents, for exanple, no,
that's certainly true.

Q VWell, let's use an exanple here, sir
You' ve not perforned any nedical research, have you?

A Well, | gave you an exanple earlier of ny
sui ci de paper, which | believe woul d cone under the
category of nedical research. | can give you anot her
exanpl e on bone density, if you'd |ike.

Q Okay. Wiy don't you give ne that exanple.
| won't stipulate that | think your exanple on suicide
conplies but let's try bone density.

A So bone density was published by the sane
gender clinic. Information on bone density was rel eased
thanks to ny conplaints to the health research authority
in Britain. They released the data and | was able to
publish a short letter to the editor in the Journal of
Pedi atri c Endocrinol ogy and Metabolismthat anal yzed the

di stribution of bone density after two years on

800-726-7007
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gonadot r opi n-r el easi ng hornone agoni sts.

Q Ckay. We're going to get to that study
|ater. But with regard to that, again, all you did was
make a Freedom of Information Act request to the
Tavi stock clinic, correct?

A. No, | made a conplaint -- | nade a
conplaint to the health research authority. The health
research authority forced the researchers to rel ease that
dat a.
kay. And it was their data, sir --

Yes.
-- that you relied upon, correct?

Yes.

O > O > O

And so you didn't perform any act ual
clinical or nedical research. You relied on the data
that was conpiled by soneone el se, correct?
A | did not performthe bone density scans,
that's correct.
Q And -- and you are not qualified to read a
bone density scan, are you, Sir?
MR, BEATO (nhject to form
But, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that
questi on.
THE W TNESS: What | anal yzed was Z-scores

whi ch are based on normal distribution. [It's very

800-726-7007
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standard statistics.
BY Ms. ALTMAN:
Q D d you understand ny question?
A Yes, and | -- yes.
Q Okay. My question was, you are not

gqualified to review a bone density scan, correct, sir?

A The bone density is converted into a
Z-score which is based on a normal distribution and net
the standard statistics of a normal distribution.

So the original bone density score, | could
not -- that would not be within ny anbit. Wen it is
converted into a Z-score, nornalized for aging sakes,
then | -- that is within the anbit of nyself or anybody
el se who is qualified who understands statistics.

Q So, again, the answer to nmy question is you
are not qualified to read the scan, correct?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

But, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that

guesti on.
THE W TNESS: Correct.
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q kay. Thank you. Do your -- do your
personal beliefs in any way inpact your opinions in this
case?

A My personal beliefs are based on what

800-726-7007
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|'ve -- what -- the research that |'ve done. So, of
course, that then in turn contributes to my opinions.

Q kay. Oher than the -- the two instances
you mentioned and the research that you' ve done, which
we're going to get toinalittle bit, I"'mjust trying to
under stand where you -- whether you have any ot her
personal beliefs that inpact your testinony here today.

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And what are those personal beliefs
t hat inpact your testinony here today?

A Those personal beliefs are that gays --
bei ng gay and | esbian or being a fem nine boy or a
masculine girl are entirely normal variations on human

experi ence and do not require nedicalization.

Q What about transgender i ndividual s?
A Sorry, what about -- can you -- can you --
Q Yes -- yeah, you said gays and | esbians, if

| wote this down correctly, are normal variations and do
not require nedicalization, did | hear you correctly?

A Yes.

Q kay. And so ny question is, what about
transgender individuals, do they require nedical --
medi cal i zati on?

A They m ght or they m ght not.

Q Ckay. Tell ne the circunstances, sir, in

Veritext Legal Solutions
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whi ch you are qualified to determ ne when a transgender
I ndi vi dual requires nedicalization?

A Well, it's partly, of course, their choice
and it's partly whether they can consent as an adult to
treatments

Q Did you understand ny question, sir? M
guestion is, tell me how you are qualified to determ ne
when a transgender individual requires nedicalization?

A It's ny belief that |ifel ong nedical
I ntervention requires an adult to consent to that --
that -- that serious significant step.

Q So maybe third tine is the charm D d you
understand ny question? M question is, please tell ne
how you are qualified to determne --

MR BEATO  Counsel -- counsel -- counsel,
he al ready answered the question tw ce.

M5. ALTMAN. He actually didn't answer the
guestion at all, M chael.

MR. BEATO He did answer the question.

M5. ALTMAN. M chael, he didn't answer the
guestion. You get to object to the form

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, ny question is, howis it that you are

qualified to determ ne when a transgender individual

requi res nedicalization?

800-726-7007
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MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: |'ve already answered it.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Real | y, what was your answer, sir, how you

are qualified to determ ne when a transgender

i ndividual's entitled to nedicalization?
MR. BEATO (hject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: | believe that the -- the --

the lifelong nedical intervention that conmes wth,

adult can consent to nmake a good choi ce when they

are presented with the cost and the benefits of

that treatnent.
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, my question is about your
gualification, not your beliefs, your qualifications. M
question was and is, what qualifies you to nmake
determ nations as to when a transgender i ndivi dual
recei ves nedi cal care?

MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: |'m nmaking a statenent, a

general statenent about principles of treatnent

| et's say, cross-sex hornones is sonething that an

Veritext Legal Solutions
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and consent. |'m not choosi ng whet her one
particul ar individual can or cannot get treatnent.
BY Ms. ALTMAN:
Q But that's not ny question, sir. M
guestion is not about them |It's about you. Wat is
your qualifications, what are your qualifications to nake
a statenent that a transgender individual sonetines or
sonmeti mes not requires nedicalization?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: | won't.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q You won't what ?

A | -- I -- 1 have answered to the best of ny
ability that question.

Q So as you sit here today, you can't tell
the Court what qualifications, if any, you have to make
determ nations as to when a transgender i ndivi dual
requi res nedicalization, correct?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: |I'm-- | -- |'ve said what
l'"ve -- what | -- what | want to say on that
questi on.

BY M5. ALTMAN:
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Q Ckay. Sir, you were retained by the
experts in this case, correct?
A Yes.
Q What -- and today, as | understand it, you

are here to provide testinony relating to your opinions,
correct?

A Yes.

Q And we're going to mark as Exhibit 1 to
this deposition the deposition notice. And Ana is going
to bring that up just so that you can see it. Maybe she
Is. Mybe she's not?

M5. GONZALEZ: | need -- I'msorry. | need
sonmebody to give ne ny -- the hostess disabled ny
screen sharing, so they need to allownme to do it.

M5. REPORTER: It's enabl ed.

M5. GONZALEZ: kay.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1 is marked for

| dentification.)
BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q All right. Sir, do you see what we've put

up on the screen, which we'll mark as Exhibit 1 for

i dentification?

A Yes.
Q And have you seen a copy of this before?
A Yes.
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Q And it's this notice of your deposition
t hat has brought you here today, correct?
A Yes.
Q And we're going to also mark --
M5. ALTMAN:. Thank you very nuch, Ana.
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q Sir, did you prepare an expert report in
this matter?
A Yes.
Q And we're going to bring that up and we're
going to mark that as Exhibit 2 to your deposition.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2 is marked for
| dentification.)
THE W TNESS:  Yes.
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q And do you recognize this? And Ana w ||
scroll through it for you just so that you can see it.
A Yes.
Q And if you can confirmfor the record, sir,

that this is indeed the expert report that you prepared

this as Exhibit 2 for identification.
A Yeah, insofar as all 1've seen on the
screen | ooks |ike nmy deposition.

Q Your report, sir?

on behal f of the defendants in this case. And we'll mark

Veritext Legal Solutions
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A The report, sorry, report, yes.

Q Ckay. Sir, did anyone assist you in
witing this report?

A No.

Q Did anyone wite any portion of the report
for you?

A No.

Q Did you share the report with anyone before
It was finalized?

A No.

Q Did you review any of the defendants' other
experts' reports before you finalized your own?

A No.

Q Have you revi ewed any of the deposition
testi nony of experts in this case?

A No.

Q kay. And we're going to get back to your
report later. But that was your --

M5. ALTMAN. |If we go to the |ast page,

Ana, with his signature. Up one, up one, there

you go.
BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q That's your signature, sir, on page 227

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And -- and in it you see above it

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 25 of 307

Page 25

that you swore under the penalty of perjury that the
statenents and opi nions contained therein are your own,
correct?

A Correct, yes.

Q Ckay.

M5. ALTMAN:. Thank you, Ana. We'Ill be
using it later, so we can just put them aside for
now.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, you wote your doctorate, your Ph.D.
in the rise and decline of a nmass novenent, Anerican
wor kers and stri ke wave of 1886; is that right?

A Yes.

Q And you would agree with ne that that has
nothing to do with gender dysphoria, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you woul d agree with ne it has nothing
to do with transgenderism correct?

A Yes.

Q And you don't treat patients who suffer
from gender dysphoria, correct?

A. No, | don't.

M5. ALTMAN:  Sonebody needs to nute their
phone, please. Thank you. Sonebody.

BY M5. ALTMAN:
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> o >» 0 » O » O >» O >

Q
health care policy, are you, sir?
A
Q
A
Q
isn't that correct?
A
Q

understand from your testinony, you have no nedica

Page 26

You are not an ethicist, are you?
No.

You are not a clinician of any kind,

Correct.

You are not a bioethicist, correct?
Correct.

You are not an endocrinol ogi st, correct?
Correct.

You are not a psychiatrist, correct?
Correct.

You are not a psychol ogi st, correct?
Correct.

You are not a surgeon, correct?
Correct.

You are not engaged in the drafting of

No.
You are not a pharmacist; isn't that right?
"' m not a pharnmaci st.

And you' ve never worked under a pharnmaci st;

Correct.

And we' ve di scussed, at |east as |

800-726-7007
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training, correct?
A Correct.
Q You have no training or experience in
endocri nol ogy, correct?
A Correct.
Q No clinical experience in providing gender

affirmng care, correct?
A Correct.
Q You have no nental health training,

correct, sir?

A Correct.

Q You are not a |icensed nurse, are you?
A |"mnot a licensed nurse.

Q And you are not licensed to practice

medi cine in any country in the world, right?

A Correct.

Q Now, sir, you would agree with ne that you
first began considering issues relating to gender
dysphoria in 2016 or 2017, do | understand that
correctly?

A | believe 2017.

Q So about five years or so, correct?

A Yes, that would be six years, yes, | think.

Q | guess depending on when it was in 2017,

but I'Il give you -- 1'll give you six years, no worries.
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What i ndependent research have you
performed on gender dysphoria as opposed to sinply
critiquing other people's research and articles?

A So I would say that ny independent research
was the article on suicide rates at the Tavi stock, which
we' ve di scussed; the analysis of bone density; and the
article -- ny nost recent article on the Dutch part on
the history and -- on the Dutch Protocol.

Q VWll, we tal ked about the suicide rates and
t he bone density and we're going to tal k about thema
little nore | ater.

But with regard to the Dutch Protocol, what
you did was nerely anal yze what they did; isn't that
correct?

A It was an extensive literature of
hi st ori cal account, yes.

Q Ri ght. You reviewed what they did,
correct, and gave your spin on it; isn't that right?

A That's not how | would -- would -- woul d
refer to an extent -- a literature review and -- and

anal ysis and historical account.

Q Okay. But it's a literature review of
what -- of soneone el se's work, correct?

A Correct.

Q And it's a historical account of soneone
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el se's work, correct?

A Correct.

Q You didn't performany of the underlying
clinical research, did you, sir?

A No.

Q Have you gone back personally and
i nterviewed any of the cohorts that were involved in the
Dut ch Protocol ?

A | have talked to two patients fromthe
Dutch -- fromthe Dutch clinic subsequent -- subsequent
to that article.

Q So after the article, you spoke to then?

A Yes.

Q So when you published the article, you
woul d agree with ne, you had not spoken to anyone that
participated in the Dutch Protocol, correct?

A Well, there is one -- the -- the article
acknow edges sone input at the end from one Dutch
patient, but the -- nost of the article was conpl eted
before I met that person.

Q kay. And so who are the two patients that
you say you spoke to?

A "' mnot going to nane them

Q Sir, you are under oath, obligated by |aw

to tell the truth and to answer ny questions. Wo are
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the two patients? W're happy to mark this part of the

transcript as confidential. There is a protective order
I n place.

A Ckay. One is called NG TE
I

Q And the other?
A Is called - T 20d | don't

have his sir nane to hand.

Q Okay. Do you have it sonewhere in your
of fice?

A | do -- | could get that, yes.

Q Well, did you list your interviews of these
i ndi vidual s in your -- your research or -- or attachnents

to your report as sonething that infornmed your decisions
in this case and your opinions in this case?

A The article and the Dutch Protocol has a
f oot not e acknowl edgi ng feedback froma Dutch de- -- one
Dutch detransitioner. There is a footnote in there, |
bel i eve as an exhibit in my report.

Q And which of the two that you just

nmentioned is the detransitioner?

A B

Q When did you speak to this individual?

A Si x nont hs ago.

Q Do you have notes of your conversation with
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t hi s individual?

A No.

Q Did you take notes of your conversation
with this individual?

A No.

Q Did you record the conversation?

A No.

Q Does your conversation with this person
I nfl uence your testinony or opinions in this case?

A It provides background.

Q O her than background, sir?

A No, not other than background.

Q So, again, with regard to the Dutch
Protocol, just so that we're on the sane page, you
revi ewed ot her people's clinical work and ot her people's
research and reported on it, correct?

A Correct.

Q You didn't performany of the underlying
studies or tests, did you, sir?

A No.

Q Did you interview any of the -- the
physi ci ans or medi cal professionals that were involved in
t hat study?

A No.

Q Did anyone stop you from doing that?

Veritext Legal Solutions
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A No.

Q Did anyone stop you frominterview ng any
of the other individuals that participated in that study?

A No.

Q You were trying to do in-depth and
I ndependent research, sir. Any reason why you didn't
reach out to the authors of the study or any of the other
participants in the study to get a robust analysis of the
I nport of the research and the historical, | guess,
recreation of the Dutch Protocol ?

A As an academic, we rely on what is
published in the literature. |Including, of course -- and

that includes, let's say, journalist interviews with

the -- with the clinicians. That's also part of the
literature --
Q s it your testinony -- just so

understand the scope of what an academ c does, is it your
testinony under oath that academ cs don't interview

I ndi vidual s to get background or other information to
ensure that what they are publishing is accurate?

A There is a wide variety of acadenic
research. Sonme is statistical; sone is based on
hypnography. This particul ar case was based on the
published literature.

Q Ckay. But you are not suggesting that --
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that all academ cs would not interview whether it be
doctors, physicians, statisticians or others that perform

clinical research, are you?

A No.
Q Have you perforned any scientific studies?
A Yes, the articles that |'ve al ready
di scussed earlier. | would consider those scientific.
Q You are referring to the -- the bone

density, the suicidality, and the Dutch Protocol?

A Well, the bone density and the suicidality,
yes.

Q Okay. And you believe those qualify as

scientific studies, sir?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. And we'll get in nore detail with
them | ater.

You are not a scientist, are you?

A | woul d consider nyself a social scientist.

Q Well, you are a sociologist, correct?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever conducted any peer-revi ewed
st udi es?

A Yes.

Q And what peer-reviewed studi es have you

conduct ed?

Veritext Legal Solutions
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A. The four peer-reviewed studies, which are
listed in ny expert report, are the study on suicide.

Q Uh- huh.

A The -- the conparison of Dutch and English
gonadot ropi n-r el easi ng hornone agonist. The critique of
Turban, all three, were published in Archives of Sexua
Behavior. And all three were peer-reviewed. And the
fourth would be the article we just discussed on the
Dutch Protocol, which is published in the Journal of Sex
& Marital Therapy, also peer-reviewed.

Q kay. Sir, you would agree with nme that
because an article -- I"'msorry, strike that.

Because a journal is peer-reviewed, doesn't

mean that your work was peer-revi ewed, correct?

A. No, thisis -- that's -- that's incorrect.
All of those four that | |isted were peer reviewed.
Q That wasn't ny question, sir. M question

was, you would agree with nme that just because an article
or aletter to the editor appears in a peer-revi ewed
journal, doesn't nmean they are peer reviewed, correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. What is your specific bases for
claimng that your study on suicide was peer-revi ewed?

A Because | received reviewers' reports from

ny peers, and | had to revise and resubmt the articles
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to neet their objections. And on the second round of
revisions, it was accepted. That is what peer review
nmeans.

Q And we're going to talk about those |ater.
| just want to get your testinony on each of these now.
And your article regarding the conparison of Dutch and
ot her GhRH - -

A Again, it was sent to three or four peer
reviewers. The editor said that | had to neet their
objections and their criticisnms. And then | submtted
the revised version, along with ny response to their
criticisms, and it was ultimately accepted. That's what
peer review nmeans.

Q Vell, so we'll tal k about what peer review
means. Right now | just want to get your answers to ny
guesti on, thanks.

And the -- the third one, was that the bone
density?

A The third was the critique of what Turbans
were on puberty bl ockers and sui ci de.

Q Ckay.

A And very hel pfully, the editor included the
first footnote on this article. This article was peer
reviewed by three reviewers and the editor. But it was

the same process as | just -- as | explained previously.
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The sane peers, they sent back critiques.
| had to neet those objections. And it was ultimately --
after revision, it was published.

Q You woul d agree with ne that the study on
sui cide and the -- the second one, the conparison of the
Dutch GhRH don't contain such a footnote, correct?

A. They don't contain such a footnote,
correct.

Q Right. And your testinony is the only
basis on which you could support a position that they
wer e i ndeed peer-reviewed, correct?

A That's incorrect. | could give you the
revi ewers' reports.

Q Did you include those with your production
in this case?

A No.

Q And the fourth one, sir?

A The fourth one is the Journal of Sex &
Marital Therapy, the Dutch Protocol.

Q Sanme question, sir, what is the basis on
whi ch you --

A It was sent --

Q Let nme just finish the question.

-- have evidence of this publication was

peer-revi ewed?
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A. Was sent off to review by two or three, |
can't quite recall, but it was two or three of --
reviewers. They sent back criticisns and suggestions. |
revised the paper in light of their criticisns and
suggestions. And it was then accepted for publication.

Q And with regard to at | east nunbers one,
two, and four that we've been tal king about, the -- the
fact that you deened them bei ng peer-revi ewed because you
responded to certain responses and criticisns does not
necessarily nean they were i ndeed peer-reviewed within

t he nmedi cal community; isn't that right, sir?

A | disagree conpletely with that, with your
assertion.

Q So it is your testinony under oath that you
believe that -- that your articles nunber -- the first

one, the second one and the fourth one qualify as

peer-revi enwed studi es?

A Yes.

Q Is that your testinony?

A Yes, indeed, yes.

Q And we're going to get back to those

articles later. But have you participated in any
scientific studies about the efficacy of gender-affirmng

care?

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 38 of 307

Page 38

Q Have you interviewed any transgender
I ndi vi dual s who benefited from gender-affirm ng care?

A No.

Q Has anyone stopped you frominterview ng
any transgender individuals who benefited from
gender-affirm ng care?

A No.

Q Has anyone stopped you from participating
In any scientific studies about the efficacy of
gender-affirm ng care?

A No.

Q Did you ask to interview the plaintiffs in
this case?

A No.

Q Did you interview or speak with anyone from
WPATH before issuing your opinions in this case?

A No.

Q Have you ever interviewed or spoken with
anyone from WPATH in order to fornul ate your opinions
regar di ng puberty bl ockers?

A No.

Q Have you spoken to or interviewed anyone

with a contrary point of view before issuing your
opinions in this case?

A Well, 1've spoken to many people with
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contrary points of view, yes.
Q Okay. Who have you spoken with?
A Not -- not in the -- you know, in the |ast,

| et's say, you know, nonth or two nonths or sonething.
Q Well, what about the |ast six nmonths, who
have you spoken to that holds contrary views to yours

about puberty bl ockers?

A. Probably not in the last six nonths, no.

Q What about the |ast year?

A Yes, |'ve spoken to people -- individuals,
yes.

Q Ckay. \Who?

A A doctoral student of m ne.

Q Who?

A. Rema -- well, a former doctoral student of

m ne call ed Renma Maj a (Phonetic).

Q Anyone el se?
A No.
Q Any reason, sir, you don't, as an academ c,

seek out people who have contrary views so that you can

have a full and robust analysis of particular issues?

A. Well, we seek out contrary views when we
| ook at the published |iterature. | nean, that's what we
do. We look at, you know, contrary views as -- as
publ i shed.
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Q kay. So, for the record, what contrary
literature have you | ooked at in the past year?

A Well, alnost everything | -- a lot of the
material that | cite would have contrary points of view

Q Okay. And when you say that you cite, you
mean in connection with your report in this case?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Anything el se?

A No.

Q Did you participate in the drafting of the
GAPMS neno at issue in this case?

A No.

Q Did you participate in the drafting of the
rule at issue in this case?

A No.

Q Did you refer to the DSM5 as part of your
wor k?

A Yes.

Q And describe for the record, sir, how

specifically you refer to it and what ways you utilized
the DSM5 in your opinions -- in formng your opinions in
this case?

A VWll, the DSM5 provides the -- the
accepted definitions of gender dysphori a.

Q Ckay. How did you use that definition,
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sir, in your opinions in this case?

A Well, | think I -- 1 believe | cited in ny
article on the Dutch Protocol, which was one of the
exhi bits.

Q Okay. And how did that informyour
opinions in this case?

A It provides a good --

Q The definition of gender dysphoria, how did
the DSM 5 definition of gender dysphoria informyour
opinions in this case?

A It denonstrates that gender dysphoria is

based on the patient's beliefs and desires.

Q Is that all it says, sir?

A Yes.

Q It's just a patient's belief and desire --
A Well, there are certain particular --

Q Let ne just -- we agreed | get to finish

the question and then you get to answer. So |I'mgoing to
try not to interrupt you. You could try not to interrupt
me as wel l.

Sir, is it your testinony that gender --
sonmeone bei ng gender dysphoria is solely based on their
belief and desire?

A Yes.

Q Anyt hing el se that inforns whether or not
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sonebody is suffering from gender dysphoria other than
their belief and desire?

A Clinical -- clinically significant
| mpai rment or distress.
Q Anyt hi ng el se?
A No.
Q You woul d agree that it is outside your

area of expertise to interpret the DSM5, correct,
because you are not a clinician; isn't that right?
(Si mul t aneously speaki ng.)
MR, BEATO (hject to form
And, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that
guesti on.
(Si mul t aneously speaki ng.)
M5. REPORTER: Wit a mnute. Hold on.
What was the objection?
MR, BEATO Form
And, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that
guesti on.
THE WTNESS: Correct, |I'mnot a clinician
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q Right. And, therefore, it is outside your
expertise to interpret the DSM5; isn't that right?
A | can interpret what is witten in the

DSM 5.
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Q You are not a clinician, sir, correct?

A Correct.

Q So by "interpret it," you nean you can read
the words on the page, is that your definition?

A | can read, interpret, and anal yze, yes.

Q Vell, sir, you are not a clinician who is
gualified to analyze the DSM 5, are you?

A |"'maqualified to analyze the DSM5. |'m
not a clinician.

Q And what qualifies you to do that, sir?

A My academ c trai ning.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A No.

Q Now, sir, you would agree with ne that a

letter to the editor is not the sane thing as an actual

peer-revi ewed publication, correct?

A | disagree wth you.

Q And what's the basis for your disagreenent,
sir?

A My di sagreenent is based on the fact that
ny -- in alnost all journals -- in all journals, apart

fromone that | know of, that is correct, nanely a
literature by definition is not peer-reviewed.
Archives of Sexual Behavior is peculiar in

that it calls what -- another journal would be called a

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 44 of 307

Page 44

research note or a short article, which would be

peer-reviewed. For sone reason, the Archives of Sexua

Behavior calls that a letter to the editor. | do not
know t he --

Q Ckay.

A -- category for a short research note or

short article.
Q Apol ogies. | didn't nean to interrupt you.

But above the four studies that you claim
were peer-reviewed, only one of them has a footnote
indicating that it was peer-reviewed, right?

A Correct. But just to add -- add to that,
no article -- peer-reviewed articles never have a
footnote saying if they are peer-reviewed. And in -- and
In any -- in other journals.

So the absence of a -- the absence of a
footnote indicating it is peer-reviewed is not evidence
that it was not peer-reviewed.

Q Agreed. So let's -- as you sit here today

under oath, what actual evidence do you have that they

are deened peer-reviewed letters to the evidence -- and
let me finish the question, because it -- you mght think
" mdone. | understand, and | don't want you to repeat

your testinony, that you received coments from people

and that you incorporated those comments and then it was
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publ i shed.
My question is, what actual evidence do you
have that that constitutes peer-revi ewed?
A That is the definition of peer-reviewed. |
know t he difference between sonething that's not
peer-reviewed and not -- and sonething that is
peer-revi ewed because other letters to the editors which
are published in other journals were not peer-reviewed,
and |'ve never clained themto be peer-revi ewed.
Q Right. And | think your definition, using
it loosely, has said if you get coments from peopl e and
are required to incorporate them before publishing, that
constitutes peer-revi ewed.
Do | understand your definition correctly?
MR BEATO (bject to the form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: Yes; that's right.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q kay. O her than that belief, that anyone
that provides commentary or suggestions or criticisns to
your report and you review them and then your letter to
the editor is published, in your mnd, that constitutes
peer review, is that fair?

A Wth -- one addition should be made, and

that is that you are not -- you have to neet those
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objections. And it is not clear whether it wll be
ultimately published or not. So you get criticisns but
you have -- you -- you don't know, when you try to
reshape the article based on those criticisns, you' ve got
no guarantee whether the editor mght say, well, you
haven't done enough to neet those.

Q Understood. | just want to nake sure we're
speaki ng the sane | anguage. That your definition of peer
review is that the Archive of Sexual Behavi or provided
you with sone criticisns, suggestions froma few of your
col | eagues, you -- you reviewed those, incorporated them
and ultimately, your letters to the editor were
publ i shed, correct?

A Correct.

Q And | just want to nmake sure,
definitionally, that is your definition of peer-reviewed,
correct?

A Correct.

Q And beyond that, just so we don't |eave the
deposition today with any questions about it, you have no
ot her evidence that your letters to the editor were
peer-revi ewed, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you woul d agree with ne that journals

don't peer review every type of publication, correct?
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A Correct.
Q What patient-based i ndependent research did
you undertake to wite these articles, these letters to

the editor?

A There was no patient-based research.

Q Have you engaged in any clinical trials?
A No.

Q Have you ever had any of your letters to

the editor or other witings rejected by a nedi cal

associ ati on publication on gender dysphoria?

A Yes.
Q And can you explain which --
A | -- for exanple, | had a letter to the

editor to Pediatrics that was rejected.

Q What was it about?

A It was a comment on a study of cross-sex
hor nones.

Q And is that study on cross-sex hornones

sonet hing that you've included in your materials in this
case?
A No.
Q Why not ?
A Because | wanted to focus entirely on
puberty bl ockers.
M5. ALTMAN:. Counsel, we woul d ask that
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t hat be produced.
BY Ms. ALTMAN:

Q Any other letters to the editor or
subm ssions that you -- on gender dysphoria or
transgenderi sm or cross-sex hornones or puberty bl ockers
t hat have been rejected by any nedi cal association
publ i cati on?

A. Well, certainly I have an article on
surgeries that was rejected by Archives of Sexua
Behavi or.

Q What ki nd of surgery?

A Gender -- transgender-rel ated surgeries.

Q Was that article included in your

bi bl i ography, sir?

A. No. Well, it wasn't an article.

Q What was it?

A Wll, it's -- an article that inplies it's
been published. 1It's not been published, so it is |ike

iIt's a rejected paper.

Q kay. |I'msorry. Was your rejected paper
listed in your bibliography?

A No.

Q Ckay. Wiy not?

A Because | wanted to focus on puberty

suppr essi on.
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M5. ALTMAN: M chael, we woul d ask t hat
that rejected -- what did you refer to it as?
Rej ect ed paper --

THE W TNESS: Paper.

M5. ALTMAN:. -- be produced to us.

MR. BEATO So just to clarify, you would
| i ke us to produce to you an article that he did
not cite in his bibliography and in his expert
report?

M5. ALTMAN:. Correct. Two articles,
actually -- or rejected papers.

MR. BEATG | will consult wth ny
col | eagues, thank you.

M5. ALTMAN. No problem

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Any other articles or rejected papers, sir?

A | think -- |1 -- as | recall now, | believe
that is -- that is all.

Q Ckay. Well, if you think of any others

during the deposition, please |let ne know, okay?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Thank you. Have you nade any
comrent ary submi ssion on gender-affirm ng nedi cal care?
A Sorry, | didn't understand the question.

Q Yeah, have you -- have you provided or

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 50 of 307

Page 50
witten any commentary subm ssions on gender-affirm ng
medi cal care?

A What is commentary subm ssion?

Q Have you done any -- other than letters to
the editor and what you refer to as peer-reviewed letters
to the editor, and other than what you' ve al ready
testified, is there anything else that you have witten
on gender dysphoria that's not otherwise listed in your
bi bl i ography?

A No.

Q Do you consider the archive on sexua
health to be a peer-revi ewed nedi cal journal?

A It's a peer-reviewed journal. | believe
it's under -- mght be classified under psychol ogy or
sexol ogy.

Q Right. So I'm asking, do -- you woul d
agree with ne it is not a peer-reviewed nedi cal journal,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Have you -- have any of your witings

rel ated to gender dysphoria been published in a

peer-revi ewed nedi cal journal?
A Yes.
Q And whi ch ones are those?
A The -- the -- the journal of pediatric and
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endocrino- -- pediatric and endo- -- pediatric and --
yeah, pediatric and endocrinol ogy -- pediatric nedicine
and endo- -- endocrinology. There's -- one on bone
density was published in that nedical journal. That
particular letter was not peer-reviewed but it is a
peer-revi ewed journal.

Q Ckay. Anything el se?

A. No -- no, | should correct that. Another
letter to the editor, which was not peer-revi ewed, was
publ i shed in The Journal of Sexual Medi cine.

Q Wi ch one was that?

A It is a cooment on the -- the Costa study.
It is -- it is cited in ny report.

Q Okay. Which one -- just say it again, the
comment on what, |'msorry?

A It's a -- it's a cooment on a -- an article
by Costa, et al.

Q Ckay.

A Again, | should enphasi ze, that was not
peer-reviewed but it is a peer-reviewed journal.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A No.

Q You had a subm ssion on Turbans and

credi bl e assunpti ons about sex, does that sound famliar?

A. Yes.
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Q Was that rejected by any publication?

A Yes. | should -- that -- | -- thank you
for remnding nme of that. That was rejected froma --

Q You are wel cone.

A -- pediatric -- I'mnot -- | wouldn't want
to give you -- mslead you by giving you the journal but
it was rejected by one journal, yes.

Q Anyt hing el se?

A No, | do not believe so.

Q Now, sir, in your report, you don't -- you
al so don't nention that you participated in a panel
before the Florida Board of Medicine, do you?

A No, | did not. | did not think that was
rel evant.

Q Right. You didn't include it on your CV
either, right?

A Possi bly not.

Q Wy ?

A Because it was a eight-m nute presentation
and that's not really significant enough to be incl uded
on ny CV.

Q Well, for what it's worth, | think it was

12 m nutes because |'ve listened to it. But | could be
Wr ong.

But you would agree with ne that it -- it's
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rel evant because it's the very issue for which we're here
today; isn't that correct?

MR, BEATO (bject to form
THE WTNESS: Correct.
MR. BEATG Dr. Biggs, you can answer that
guesti on.
THE W TNESS: Correct.
BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q Ckay. So is there any reason why you chose
not to disclose the fact that you were a panelist in the
Fl ori da Board of Medicine neeting held in Cctober?

A No. | was told explicitly in preparing ny
report that | had to say which -- what |egal cases | had
participated in and it did not -- it did not occur to ne
that that could be counted as a -- as a | egal case.

Q Who asked you to participate in that?

A It was one of the nenbers of the board of
medi ci ne.

Q Who?

A Patrick -- Patrick -- I'mafraid I'm
bl anki ng on the surnane.

Q Okay. Were you paid for your tinme?

A No.

Q And you woul d agree with ne that your

testinony before the board of nedicine was essentially
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the sane as the opinions you are rendering in this case,

correct?

A Very simlarly, yes.

Q kay. And you also testified and answered
guestions at a commttee -- the Health and Human Servi ces

comrittee, right?

A. No, | don't -- oh, yes, sorry, yes, | did.
Yes, yes, you're right. Yes.

Q kay. And you didn't list that in your
bi bl i ography or CV either, correct?

A No, correct.
Q Who asked you to participate in that?
A | believe sonebody fromthe Health and

Human Services e-mailed ne and asked ne if | would

participate. |I'mafraid | can't recall their nane.
Q Were you paid for that?
A No.
Q You volunteer a lot of your tine, sir, to

this i ssue, correct?

A Vell, one was 12 minutes and the other one
was, | don't know, sanme anmpount of tine.

Q You had prepared materials for those
meeti ngs?

A Yes, but | believe as an academc, if

you' ve done research in the public interest of your
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research, then you should be wlling to -- that's part of
the job description.

Q And you woul d agree with ne that both the

board of nedicine neeting that | referred to and the
comrittee neeting relating to the Health and Human
Services, they're aligned with the defendants in this
case in terns of the work that they are trying to do,
correct?

A Yes, correct.

Q And you're being paid by the defendants in
this case for your tine today?

A Yes.

Q And you were paid for your work in
connection with preparing your report?

A Yes.

Q How many hours in total have you expended
I n your analysis and in preparing your report in this
case?

A |"mnot -- probably about -- | think nmy --
preparing ny report was |ike eight hours, but |
couldn't -- | don't have the exact figures to hand. And
preparing rebuttals to three -- the rebuttals that | -- |
recei ved was anot her six hours. Preparation for this
deposi ti on was maybe anot her two hours.

Q And when did you prepare for this
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deposi ti on?

A | prepared for it yesterday.

Q Did you neet with anyone?

A No.

Q Did you speak to anyone fromthe defendants
or their counsel ?

A W had a five-mnute discussion on just the
procedures with Mchael | think on -- it was on Friday.

Q And the M chael you are referring to is the
M chael Beato that's here on this call?

A Yes, indeed, yes.

Q Ot her than your five-mnute neeting with
M. Beato and you said you spent two hours yesterday,
correct?

A Yes.

Q What did you do to prepare yesterday?

A | reviewed ny -- ny -- ny statenent. And |
| ooked at several of the references that were in the
rebuttals.

Q Okay. And we're going to get back to that

in a second.

A minute ago you nentioned there was a
Patrick who you couldn't renenber his [ast nanme. Does
the |l ast nanme Hunter sound famliar?

A That sounds fam liar, yes.

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 57 of 307

Page 57

Q Ckay. And is he the sane Patrick Hunter
that's also involved wth SEGM and Genspect ?

A | don't know about CGenspect, but SEGM vyes,
definitely. Yes, that's him

Q kay. And for -- for the Court's benefit,
can you describe the work of SEGM the way -- the way you
pronounced it?

A. So SEGM S-E-G M the Society for
Evi dence- Based Gender Medicine, is a group of concerned
clinicians, doctors, researchers who are concerned about
t he basis for nedical care of children, in particular,
who identify as transgender.

Q Well, they are not just concerned about it
they are against it, correct?

A Not against -- no, we're -- we're against
what we see as unjustified -- nedically unjustified care.
W're in favor of care of people with gender dysphori a.

Q kay. And the "we," you included yourself,
correct?

A |"'mon the board of advisors, yes.

Q Correct. And we're going to tal k about
that later but | think you described it as bei ng agai nst
medi cally unjustified care, correct?

A Yes, correct.

Q And | don't want to beat the dead horse but
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it's not within your purview to determ ne what is
medically justified or not, correct?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Let -- I'Il -- I"Il withdraw it and |I"'I|
ask it different.
Sir, it's -- you've already agreed, you're
not a nedi cal doctor, correct?
A Correct.
Q kay. And it's not wthin your purviewto
determ ne what is nedically justified or not, correct?
A | disagree with that because | believe that
anyone who can | ook at the enpirically researched
literature, published |iterature and can nake their own
eval uation based on their reading of the literature.
Q Meaning -- |I'll give you that. You can
read the literature and draw your own personal
concl usion, right?
A Correct.

Q But you are not qualified to make a nedi cal
determ nation as to what is justified; isn't that right?
MR. BEATO (hject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer the question.

THE W TNESS: Correct.
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BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q Ckay. Wien did you get on the board of
SEGW?

A | can't give you the exact date. Two years
ago, three years ago.

Q How di d you have occasion to decide to join
t hat board?

A | believe | was invited by sonebody but |
can't quite renmenber who invited ne.

Q You woul d agree that -- that SEGMis an
advocacy group, correct, for their -- for their position,
correct?

A Correct. Like WPATH in that regard.

Q Vell, | asked you earlier whether or not
you net with anyone from WPATH and you said no, correct?

A Correct.

Q And | think you also testified that you' ve
never even tried to reach with any -- reach out or neet
wi th anyone from WPATH, correct?

A Correct.

Q Have you ever been qualified as an expert
in the United States?

A No.

Q Have you ever testified as an expert in the

United States?
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A No.

Q Have you ever been qualified as an expert
ever?

A Well, | have testified as an expert w tness
in -- in one court case in United Kingdom and one court
case in Australia.

Q kay. Let's talk about those for a mnute.

The one you referenced, the first one is the Keira Bell
matter; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And you refer to it on page 2 of your
report as Keira Bell and Ms. A versus Tavi stock NHS
Trust, correct?

A Yes.

Q And what was the subject matter of your
testinony in that case?

A It was about the puberty blockers in
general and the -- the Tavistock's conceal ing of

I nformati on about their research on puberty bl ockers in

particul ar.

Q Now, that case was ultinately reversed,
correct?

A Correct.

Q And ultimately, an Appellate Court ruled in

favor of Tavistock, correct?
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A Correct.
Q And with regard to your testinony, were you
actually qualified by that Court as an expert in the

efficacy of puberty bl ockers?

A | don't know. | don't know -- | know that
ny -- ny report was submtted. | know that ny report was
referred to by -- by the barrister in their proceedi ngs.

| know it was part of the bundle that was submtted to
t he j udges.

Q But you don't know whether or not the Court
ever qualified you as an expert on the efficacy of
puberty bl ockers, correct, sir?

A Correct.

Q And perhaps | mssed it but did you produce
that report in this case?

A No.

Q Wy not ?

A Because | was superseded by -- that was
quite a few years older. M -- the expert report that |

provi ded is much nore conprehensi ve and based on nuch

nore research and later -- later -- |ater publications.
Q Is that the only reason you didn't produce
it, sir?
A Yes.
Q And what year was that?
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A | -- I don't recall. | know that the case
was during the -- just after -- nust have been 2021, |
believe, but I'mnot swearing to that.

Q And so what post -- we're in -- | hope |
found one thing we can agree on today. W're in the year
2023, right?

A Correct.

Q March of 2023, correct? Wat research have
you revi ewed post 2021 up through today that has altered,
| npact, or otherw se changed your opinions than those you
offered in the Tavistock case?

You nentioned that you | ooked at additi onal
research. | just want to understand what you | ooked at
bet ween 2021, so all of 2022 and the three nonths that is
2023, what new research have you | ooked at?

A Well, for exanple, the -- the study on
mce, | believe, is -- postdates ny Tavistock testinony.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A Dutch. | nean, many -- many, many Dutch --
of the Dutch articles have cone out since then.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A | can't -- I'"'mnot -- | can't go through
and -- and give you every list, every article that has

cone out between 2021 and 2023, but ny bibliography is --

shoul d i nclude all of those.
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Q Right. Well, | don't want to rely on your
bi bl i ography. | want to understand what you personally

relied on in rendering your opinions in this case that

came out post your -- your work in the Tavistock matter.

A Wll, I've -- |I've explained -- | nean,
several articles fromthe -- fromthe -- fromthe
Net her | ands.

Q Uh- huh.

A There was, for exanple, another -- it was
an article froman Australian clinic that denon- -- that
showed -- that had very, very high rates, | think sone
near 97, 98 percent of -- of children who started

rel easi ng hornone agoni sts continued on to cross-sex
hor nones. That woul d be an exanpl e.

Q kay. Well, let's talk about that for --
for just a second.

Did you interview any of the children that
started on GhRH that were referenced in that Australian
article?

A No.

Q Did you do any analysis of -- of what --
what nedi cal or psychol ogi cal factors influenced
determ nations as to whether or not they went on to
Cross-sex hornones?

A No.
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Q Did you do any kind of clinical studies to
determ ne whether or not those individuals were indeed

t ransgender ?

A No.
Q Have you done any kind of clinical studies
of -- associated with the Australian article that you

represented that 97 to 98 percent of children who went on
GRH went on to take cross-sex hornones?

A No.

Q Now, sir, you indicate in your report that
you testified, if | understand you correctly, in another
matter which you identify as expert w tness statenent for
nanme suppressed Australian famly court, 2022, do you
recall that in your report?

A Correct.

Q What is that? Putting the nane aside for
the m nute, what was the nature of your testinony, what

were you asked to do?

A It was one of six experts asked by the
Australian famly court to -- to discuss the case of a
child, age 11, who was wanting the -- the nother wanted

the child to get puberty bl ockers, the father did not.
And so the conflict came to the Australian famly court.
Q What were you asked to do?

A | was asked to provide ny -- ny evidence on
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the -- the efficacy and side effects of -- of puberty
bl ockers.
Q And were you qualified as an expert in that
case?
A | don't believe that the Australian famly

court systemeither qualifies or not qualifies experts.

Q Did you testify in the Australian court?

A Agai n, the Australian system does not have
testinmony fromthe experts. So | had -- we had an expert
conference of -- all the experts on both sides had a
nmeeting to deci de where we agreed and where we di sagreed.
But as in the Keira Bell case, experts did not -- do not
testify.

Q kay. So were you deposed -- | guess not,

because you said you've never been deposed before.

A Yeah, correct.

Q So the two matters in which you' ve been
engaged -- just want to nmake sure | understand it
correctly -- to your know edge, you weren't qualified as

an expert in either case, correct?

A Correct.

Q And neither case you gave testinony,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Nei t her case you gave a deposition,
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correct?

A Correct.

Q And in the latter case of the Australian
famly, you said there was an expert conference of the
experts on both sides?

A Correct.

Q And do the experts make a recommendati on to

the court?

A The -- our aimwas to -- to decide where we
agreed and where we di sagreed.

Q Right. And so ny question is, did you --

the six of you, if I got the nunber right, collectively

make a recommendation to the court?

A. No, because we agreed. But we agreed on
where we disagreed, if you liKke.

Q Ckay. Was there any -- any recomrendati on
that you provided to the court in that case?

A QO her than ny -- ny -- ny -- the report
that | submtted, no.

Q Okay. So you did submit a report in that
case?

A Yes, yes.

Q And that was in 2022, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you haven't included that in your
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materials in this case, correct?
A Correct.
Q In -- in each of those matters, the

Tavi stock matter and the Australian famly matter, were

the individuals in those cases suffering from gender

dysphori a?
A Yes.
Q I n both cases?
A Yes.
Q And if | understood you correctly, the

expertise for which you were retained in the Tavistock
matter was to provide your opinions on -- on puberty
bl ockers; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And | think the second basis for your
opi ni ons was, according to you, the failure to have
provided certain information or disclose certain

i nformation, correct?

A Correct.
Q Now, in that case, the appeals court
determ ned that nedi cal professionals are -- are indeed

gualified to determ ne whether or not an i ndividual
provi des consent, correct?
A Yes.

Q Now, sir, if | recall correctly, on the
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Heal th and Human Services commttee, there were other
I ndi vidual s who testified or spoke -- were speakers al ong

with you, correct?

A Correct.

Q One of themwas Dr. Laidlaw, correct?

A Yes.

Q One of themwas Dr. Levine, right?

A Yes.

Q Anot her was Chl oe Cole, a detransitioner;

isn't that right?
A Yes.
Q Was anyone present to speak on behalf of --

of those that support gender-affirmng care?

A | can't recall.
Q As you sit here today, are you aware of
anyone that -- that was invited to speak about the

provi sion of gender-affirmng care?

A | believe the chair of the conmttee said
that he had invited a surgeon in Florida with a very
Irish name, I'mafraid it is not on the tip of my tongue,
and that she had -- Galica, is it -- Glica her surnane?
-- and she had refused to attend.

Q Anyt hing el se that you recall about those
that believe gender-affirmng care is appropriate in

terns of their invitation to speak at that conmttee
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neeti ng?
A No, I"'mafraid I"'mnot -- |'"mnot aware of
anyt hi ng.
Q Fair enough. But you would agree with ne

that no one did speak on the provision of
gender-affirmng care in a positive way, correct?

A | believe not.

Q Now, sir, you would agree with ne that
Dr. Laidlaw, Dr. Levine also are agai nst providing

gender-affirmng care, in particular to mnors, correct?

A Correct.

Q Do you have any opinions on puberty
bl ockers that -- and | know the answer to this but |I'm
going to ask it anyway -- as it pertains to adults?

A No.

Q Do you have any opi nions on the provision

of cross-sex hornones as it pertains to adults?

A No.

Q Do you have any opinions with regard to
Cross-sex or -- or surgical procedures as it pertains to
adul t s?

A No.

Q Now, at that comnmttee neeting --

MR. BEATG | apol ogi ze, Ms. Altman. |

just note that we've been going for about an hour
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and 30 mnutes. Do you mind if sonewhere we work
injust a brief five-mnute break? | -- | don't
mean to interrupt.
M5. ALTMAN. Ch, no, it is okay. Happy to
do it right now That's fine. So five m nutes.
It is 11:24, why don't we regroup at 11: 30.
(A brief recess was taken from 11:24 a. m
to 11:31 a.m)
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Sir, just to -- to put a finer point onit,
ot her than the opinions in your report on puberty
bl ockers, you are not offering any opinions on Ccross-sex
hor nones, correct?
A Correct.
Q You are not offering any opinion on the

nmedi cal care to be received by adults, correct?

A Correct.

Q Sir, do you know who finances SEGW

A No.

Q You have no know edge what soever as to who

fi nances that organization?
No, | don't.
Do you know how many nenbers it has?

| don't believe it has nenbers.

o > O >

What do you think it has; if they are not
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menbers, what would you call it?
A. Well, there is a board of advisors. |

don't know how many people are on the board of advisors,

maybe 20, 12. | really don't know.
Q Do you neet?
A There is a comon library of articles in

Zotero, in a software call ed Zotero.
Q | assune these articles are all anti

provi ding gender-affirmng care to individuals; is that

correct?
MR. BEATO  (bjection -- object to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: No, that's incorrect. It is
the literature of rela- -- relevant to gender
care.

BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q (kay. And so you would -- your -- it's
your testinony that the literature relevant to gender
care is both those that propose it and those that are
against it?

A Yes.

Q kay. And do individuals upload
i nformation into that database?

A Yes.

Q And woul d that be individuals that are on
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the board of advisors or can anyone update or upl oad

information into that database?

A | don't know. | just use it, so | assune
that there are maybe five people who can -- who can
upload information. I'mnot -- |I'mnot aware of the
det ai | s.

Q Do you know who the five people are?

A No.

Q Can you upload information into that
dat abase?

A | don't know if | have upl oadi ng perm ssion
or not. |'ve never upl oaded anyt hi ng.

Q But you indicated that you do use it; is

that correct?

A. Yes, if | can cone across a reference,
then -- and then | can ook in the second database to get
the article quickly.

Q Sir, your opinions in this case are limted
to puberty bl ockers, correct?

A Yes.

Q And, again, you are not -- you are not
provi ding any opinions relating to gender dysphoria
specifically as it pertains to adults, correct?

A Correct.

Q Now, sir, at the conmttee neeting for the
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Heal th and Human Services, you -- you stated that you
read published literature regardi ng gender-affirm ng care
and determned that it was of poor quality, do you recal
that testinony?

A Yes.

Q What literature specifically did you review
that you believe is of poor quality?

A. There -- well, one of the | andmark studies
woul d be the de Vries, et al., 2011 and the de Vries, et
al ., 2014, which was the -- the first cohort of -- well,
they started out with 70 children who were -- who got
puberty bl ockers in the Netherl ands.

Q And it's -- it is your position that --
that those -- that published literature was of poor

quality, is that your testinony?

A Yes.
Q Based on what qualifications, sir, do you
have to make a determ nation that those -- the published

literature was of poor quality?

A Well, it's The National Institute For
Clinical Excellence, called NNCE, NNI1-CE, in Britain has
reviewed -- has reviewed the literature -- that
literature with reference to the GRADE system G R-A-D-E,
of -- of research, where -- where the research is of high

gquality and low quality, and has assessed those studies
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of -- as being of very low quality.

Q So you' ve not done any studies to determ ne
whet her it's of poor quality or low quality. You are,
again, citing to soneone else's analysis, correct?

A |"ve al so considered the -- the literature
nysel f.

Q When you just answered ny question, sir,
you referred to NICE s eval uati on of whether or not using
their grading systemit was of low quality; isn't that
right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And that's what you were relying
upon when you were before the Health and Human Servi ces
comrittee when you represented that the published
literature was of poor quality?

A It's partly -- that's one -- that's one
contributor to ny judgnent. | also base it on the -- ny
own review of the literature. So another exanple of poor
gquality would be very high rates of attrition that are
not expl ai ned.

Q Vell, let's just focus on that for a
second. You didn't try and reach out to the individuals
that -- that you claimwere no | onger available or didn't
participate in order to determne their results, did you?

A. Correct.
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Q So you are just saying the -- the nere fact
that there was what you refer to as a significant anount
of attrition, in your opinion, nakes -- nmakes it of poor
quality; is that correct?

A Yes, that's one factor, yes.

Q Okay. But as far as you know, those
i ndi viduals could all be very happy, well adjusted, not
suffering from depression or anxiety or any other

di sease, correct?

A Correct.

Q You don't know one way or another?

A Correct.

Q So you have no way to dispute the results
of those -- the two studies you nentioned, de Vries 2011

and 2014, correct?

A Correct -- no, actually, hold on. Can | --
can | change ny answer there? One -- one -- one exanple
was the -- one of the major findings was the gender
dysphoria was elimnated after -- after the -- after the

medi cal procedures. And that is based on the scale,
whi ch they changed the scal e hal fway through the study.

Q kay. So that doesn't tell you, sir, that
gender dysphoria wasn't elimnated. Al you could say is
t hat they changed the scale, correct?

A. Yes - -
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MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Ri ght ?
A There was no evidence either way.
Q Right. So you can't say the evidence is

bad or good, correct?
A I f researchers change the scal e hal f way
through a study, that is a sign of very poor research.
Q Wll, sir, while it may be, in your
opi nion, a sign of very poor research, what it isn't a

sign of is individuals who originally had gender

dysphoria who no | onger suffer from gender dysphori a,
correct?

A Correct.

Q And you can't testify and you have no

I nformation fromwhich you could testify or provide

opi ni ons about whether or not any of these individuals
i ndeed were -- received relief from-- fromtheir gender
dysphori a because of the nedical treatnents that they
recei ved, correct?

A Largely correct. | mean, the -- the child
who died as a result of surgery, | don't believe that

they were cured of their gender dysphori a.

Q Okay. Well, let's tal k about that
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I ndi vidual for a mnute. You would agree with ne, sir,
that that individual, if |I'mrenenbering the one that you

referred to in your report, died of a surgical procedure,

correct?

A Yes, correct.

Q And you woul d agree with ne that the --
the -- to your know edge, you have no basis on which to

opi ne that puberty bl ockers had any causati on what soever
in that individual's death; is that right?

A | di sagree because puberty bl ockers neant
that the -- the individual had to go through a nore
dangerous form of vagi nopl asty.

Q Okay. But, sir, puberty bl ockers was not
t he causation of that individual's death, correct?

A It was indirect -- an indirect cause.

Q Sir, you understand ny question. The
person died of a conplication fromsurgery; isn't that
right?

A Correct, but the chance of a surgica
conplication was increased because of the particular type
of procedure they had to undergo because of puberty
bl ockers.

Q Sir, what nedical basis do you have to nake
that statenent? Are you a surgeon?

A Because the surgeons who -- who perforned
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that operation stated that that was the reason why they

had to undergo that nore conplicated surgery.

Q Are you a surgeon?

A No.

Q Did you review the surgical notes fromthat
case?

A | reviewed the article.

Q | didn't ask if you reviewed the article.

| understand the confusion. M question is, did you
review the surgical notes of that patient fromthat case?

A No.

Q Did you do any anal ysi s what soever of the
medi cal treatnent, neaning | ooking at the actual nedical
records, of the individual that died in that case?

A No.

Q Did you speak to the doctors directly to
det erm ne what happened in that particular case to that
particul ar patient?

A No, they -- they -- there was no need to
speak to them because they published an article which
descri bed what happened.

Q So the answer to ny question is no, you
didn"t, right?

A Correct.

Q kay. Have you ever spoken to a surgeon
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who provides surgery, gender-affirmng surgery, to
determ ne how that procedure is perfornmed today?

A No.

Q Have you spoken to any surgeon that
perfornms bottom surgery today to determ ne what inpact,

i f any, puberty bl ockers has on their ability to provide
such surgery?

A No.

Q Sir, are -- are you suggesting or
representing to the Court that you' ve read all of the
published literature on the provision of gender-affirmng
care?

A No, not all of it, no.

Q Q her than what you' ve testified with
regards to the two de Vries studies, is there any other
literature that you reviewed that you believe is of poor
quality?

A | guess there is other research. For
exanple, there is a study by Tordoff, which again had a
very high rate of attrition which was unexpl ai ned,
Tordoff 2022, | believe.

Q kay. And, sir, the fact that there is a
high rate of attrition doesn't nean that the underlying
merits of the study were incorrect; isn't that right?

A Well, the higher the rates of attrition,
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the worse the -- the study because the | ess inferences
can be drawn fromit.

Q VWll, I'mtal king about the actual care,

sir. Just because there is a high rate of attrition
doesn't nmean that the results of the care that are
reported in that study are not correct, are not reliable;
isn't that right?

A. Wll, we don't know the results for the --
the patients who were -- who -- who were not neasured,

who did not cone back to the clinic, correct.

Q You don't know one way or the other, right?
A Correct.
Q And you can't surmse that -- that their

results were bad, can you?

A Correct.

Q And -- or the other way around, right, you
just don't know?

A Correct.

Q And you didn't do anything yourself to
reach out to any of the individuals that were part of the
Tordoff study that -- that had left the study or weren't
reporting back to determne what their -- their results
were, did you?

A Correct.

Q And | assune you would agree with ne that
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medi cal professionals are in a better position to
ascertain and weigh the reliability of studies and
research in the area of gender dysphoria, correct, sir?

A Correct.

Q And you are not suggesting to this Court
that as between yourself and a nedical director, that you
are in a better position to evaluate research than they
woul d be, right?

A | think one's ability to evaluate should be
based on, you know, one's publications, for exanple.

Q kay. And in the coomittee neeting, the
Heal th and Human Services conmttee neeting, you said you
have published original research of your own, do you
recal | meking that statenent?

A Yes.

Q s that the research that we di scussed

earlier with regard to suicidality and bone density?

A Yes.

Q | s there anything el se?

A No.

Q That you were referring to?

A No.

Q What statistical nethodol ogy did you enpl oy
I n your -- your analysis of suicidality?

A Calculating a -- calculating a rate. So
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you have a denom nator and nunerator. The denom nator is
t he nunber of deaths and the -- sorry, the nunerator is

t he nunmber of deaths and the denomi nator is the number of

years -- individual years at risk.
Q So sinple math, right?
A Yes.
Q But -- but what you also testified and --

and extrapol ated that sonehow this suicide rate, as
conpared to healthy teenagers, was greater than 1
percent, correct?

A | don't recognize what you are saying in

t he questi on.

Q kay. You don't recall saying that in your
report and at the -- at the Health and Human Servi ces
neeti ng?

A | believe what | said was that the suicide
rate of the -- of clinic referred adol escence to the

Tavi stock was, by ny best estimate, about five or six

ti mes higher than conparable in the overall population.
Q Well, let's just nake sure we're tal king

about the sane thing so that there is no confusion. So

" m | ooking at page 5 and 6 of your report. And, again,

you were referring to the teenager that died of

fasciitis, correct?

A Can | -- I"mjust consulting ny -- can | --
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Q VWll, I"'mgoing to read you the rel evant
portion but feel free to pick up your report or we can
pull it up on the screen. But |I'mat the bottom of page
5 --

MR. BEATO Would it be best to pull it up
on the screen, just so everyone is reading the
same thing?

M5. ALTMAN: Yes. |'mgoing to wake Ana
up.

Ana, if you can go to page 5 of the report,
Exhibit 2, that would be --

M5. GONZALEZ: |'mhere. Let nme just share
the screen again and 1'Il take you to it.

M5. ALTMAN:. Bottom of page 5.

M5. GONZALEZ: Ckay. |'mthere.

BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q Ckay, sir, do you see at the bottom of
page 5?

A Yes.

Q And if we can go on to page 6. There you
go, top of page 6. Did | not read that correctly? "In a
cohort of healthy teenagers, a death rate exceeding 1
percent is alarmng."

A Yes.

Q Do you see that now?
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A Yes, yes.
Q Ckay. And so you referred in your -- in
your statistical nethodol ogy, you conpared the death rate

to a cohort of healthy teenagers; isn't that right?

A l|"'msorry, when | was -- when | was
replying earlier, | thought you were tal king about
ny suicide -- the study of suicide at Tavi st ock.

Q Ch, okay. So now that we're -- again,

that's why we pulled it up, to make sure we're on the
sane page. Do you see your opinion in this case?

A Yes, yes.

Q kay. And here you say, "In a cohort of

heal t hy teenagers, a death rate exceeding 1 percent is

al arm ng. "
A Yes.
Q | read that right?
A Correct.
Q kay. And so you would agree with ne that

I ndi vidual s suffering from gender dysphoria are not
necessarily healthy teenagers, are they?

A They are physically -- often physically
heal t hy.

Q Do you know, sir? Did you do any analysis
to determ ne whether or not the death rate, using the

exanpl e that you gave, which we'll go into why | don't
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agree with it, but did you do any analysis to determ ne
what the death rate of those suffering from gender
dysphoria is?

A W do -- the Amnsterdam gender clinic does
have a very good -- does actually keep extrenely good
records of the nunmber of patients it sees and their death
rate. And that's -- the death rate is certainly nuch
| ower than 1 percent, normally, of its -- of its clinica
referred patients.

Q Well, what is it?

A | don't have the figures at hand.

Q kay. So as you sit here today, you don't
know what the death rate is of those that suffer with
gender dysphoria, correct?

A Correct.

Q And, sir, with regard to this 1 percent
that you calculated as sone reliable neasure of the death
rate, you are basing it on one patient who died froma
failed surgical proceeding; isn't that right?

A Correct.

Q They didn't die from puberty bl ockers, from
the adm nistration of puberty bl ockers, did they?

A The adm ni stration of puberty bl ockers
I ncreased the risk of dying in surgery because of the

effect of -- on -- of the vagio- -- the --
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Q | -- and | heard when you said that before,
sir. But you would agree with ne that giving puberty
bl ockers did not cause this individual to die. They had
a failed result froma surgical procedure; isn't that
right?

A Correct.

Q And gi ving cross-sex hornones was not the
cause of death of this individual, correct?

A Correct.

Q And so you would agree with ne, sir, that
your statenent in your report is grossly msleading to
suggest to this Court that there is a 1 percent death
rate in this particular study because an individual died
froma surgical conplication; isn't that right?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

But, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that.

THE WTNESS: | disagree with that
characterization. 70 -- there were 70 patients in
the study and one died. So that's a death rate
exceeding -- in that study, a death rate exceeding
1 percent.

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q And that's -- that's the sole basis for

your opinion that the -- that it's an exceedingly high

death rate?
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A In that study, yes.

Q Yeah. And in that study, sir, that study
wasn't designed to anal yze the efficacy or return rate of
surgi cal procedures, was it?

A It was designed to | ook at the Dutch
Protocol, which was three -- which had three conponents;
puberty bl ockers, cross-sex hornones, and then surgeries
up to 18.

Q Ckay. And so it's your -- it's your
position, based upon your statistical analysis of
di viding the nunerator and the denom nator, that -- that

the death rate is greater than 1 percent, correct?

A In that study, yes. |'mnot claimng that
that is extrapolating that -- other situations or
other -- other groups of patients.

Q Ckay. But that -- your report doesn't say

that, does it?

A It is inplied by the -- the wordi ng of
the -- of that sentence.
Q No, sir. Wat -- what your sentence says,

"I'n a cohort of healthy teenagers, a death rate exceeding
1 percent is alarmng."” Isn't that what your sentence
says in your report?

A Yes, but it is clearly based on a

di scussion of those 70 -- of those 70 patients.
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Q But those 70 patients were not healthy
teenagers. They were those that suffered from gender
dysphoria; isn't that correct?

A Yes, but they're physically health -- they
wer e physical ly healthy.

Q How do you know that, sir, what did you
| ook at in order to make this statenment you just nade?

A There was no -- they would not have been
gi ven gonadotropi n-rel easi ng hornone agonist if they --

I f they were not physically healthy.

Q Have you done any research or analysis to
determ ne whether or not this statenent you just nmade on
the record under oath is accurate?

A. That is based on ny reading of the 2011 and
2014 articles by de Vries, et al.

Q Ckay. So other than reading those two

articles, ny question is, have you done any study or

anal ysis to determ ne whether or not any of the
I ndi vidual s in that 70-person study suffered from
conmorbidity?

A No.

Q Have you done any anal ysis what soever in
ei ther of those studies to determ ne whether or not any
of those individuals had -- had other health issues or
concerns?
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A No.

Q Sir, if there are 70 people in a study
about puberty bl ockers and one dies in a car accident,
does that nean the death rate as a result of the puberty

bl ockers is greater than 1 percent?

A No.
Q And just to -- to nake sure | -- | put a
pin -- afine pininthis, in your report, what your

statenent is, is unrelated really to the 70-person study

because you make a bl anket general statenent that "in a
cohort of healthy teenagers, a death rate exceeding 1
percent is alarmng,” did | read that statenent -- that
sentence correctly?
A. Yes, you read that sentence correctly, yes.
Q Now, sir, with regard to puberty bl ockers,
what specific studies or analysis have you personally

performed or participated in performng?

A May we have the full screen again, if we're
finished with that expert -- or do you want to keep it?
Q You nean you would like to take away the

expert report?
A No, just -- | mean, it just -- just it
m ght be easier just so | can see.
Q Sure, sure, sure. | just want to nake sure

| understood your request.
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A So --
Q And, actually, before you answer that
guestion, | have a different question for you.
Do you have anything other than our nanes
and our pictures up on your screen in front of you?
A No.
Q Are you reading fromany e-mail s?
A No.
Q Are you reading fromany texts?
A No.
Q Are you receiving, review ng, or reading

any e-mails, texts, or other information about your

testinmony in this case today?

A. Absol utely not.

Q (kay. Excellent. So do you have any
materials in front of you?

A Yes, | have the printed-out deposition --
or sorry, the report, report, expert report.

Q No worries. Anything el se?

A No.

Q Anyt hing el se up on your screen?

A No.

Q kay. So now | go back to ny question.

Wth regard to puberty bl ockers, what specific studies or

anal ysi s have you personally perforned or participated in
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per form ng?

on -- on puberty bl ockers.

Q Have you participated in performng any
studi es on puberty bl ockers?

A No.

Q Now, sir, | did listen to your testinony

of the things you said during that conmttee neeting is
t hat puberty-bl ocking drugs perform and | quote,
"chem cal castration,” do you recall that testinony?

A Yes.

Q And is that an opinion that you are
rendering in this case, that puberty bl ockers perform
chem cal castration?

A Well, if they block the -- the production
of sex hornones.

Q Well, you didn't say that, sir, you said
chem cal castration.

A Correct.

Q You woul d agree with nme those are two
different things. One sounds pretty om nous, right?

MR. BEATO (hject to form
But, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that.

THE W TNESS: Yes, castration is -- does

Page 91

A | have not personally perfornmed any studies

before the Health and Human Services conmttee, and one
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sound om nous, Yyes.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Correct. But you chose to use those words

in the Health and Human Services committee neeting,
right, "chem cal castration"?

A Yes.

Q Because you wanted to send a particul ar
nmessage, right?

A Correct.

Q You coul d have said they bl ocked the
producti on of sex hornones, right?

A Correct.

Q And you coul d have al so said that once you
stop taking puberty bl ockers, the production of sex

hor nones reignites, correct?

A Yes.

Q But you didn't do that, did you, sir?

A No.

Q Wy ?

A Because in 93 or 95 or 98 percent of cases,
the child will continue on to cross-sex hornones.
It's -- it's very unusual for a child to stop taking

hor none agoni st s.
Q But, sir, the puberty blockers does not, in

fact, create or -- or result in chemcal castration;
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isn't that correct?

A Correct.

Q But that's not what you said to the Health
and Human Services conmttee, right? | assure you, |'ve
| istened to your testinony.

A Correct.

Q You said that puberty bl ockers perforned
chem cal castration. That's not correct, is it, sir?

A Well, that is the termnology that is used
when the drugs are used for, let's say, people -- a man
w th severe sexual disorders.

Q But we're not tal king about that, sir, and
you weren't tal king about that before the Health and
Human Services committee, were you, about a pedophil e,
right?

A That's the sane drugs, it's the sanme drugs
bei ng used in the sane dose.

Q Sir, do -- are puberty bl ocker -- puberty
bl ockers used for gender dysphoria in perpetuity?

A Not normal |y, no.

Q kay. So we're not tal king about the sane
thing, are we, sir?

A They are al so not used in perpetuity
necessarily for -- for nmen with severe sexual deviation.

Q Sir, why did you not tell the Health and
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Human Services commttee that puberty bl ockers nerely

bl ock the production of sex hornones until you stop using

t henf

A Because | wanted to draw the parallel with
their use in -- in prisons and nental institutions.

Q | s that where you believe people with
gender -- gender dysphoria belong, in prisons and nent al

I nstitutions?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that.
THE W TNESS: No.

BY MS. ALTMAN

Q Then why woul d you draw that parallel?

A. | draw that parallel because the sane drugs
are being used in -- to -- to chemcally castrate sex
offenders as a -- used for gender dysphoric youth.

Q And they are al so used for precocious

puberty, right?

A Yes.

Q And they are al so used for endonetriosis,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Well, why didn't you draw one of those

paral |l el s?

A Because for endonetriosis, for exanple,
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t hey woul d be used for a nuch shorter period of tine than
they are used for -- for gender dysphoric youths --
yout h.

Q What about for puberty -- for precocious
puberty, sir, they can be used for years in precocious
puberty?

A Precoci ous puberty neans -- use of -- the
use for precocious puberty neans bl ocking an abnornmally
early puberty in order to allow natural puberty to
commence at the -- at the sort of nore appropriate tine,
which is very different from stopping natural puberty
al t oget her.

Q Sir, the reason you chose to use the words
"“chem cal castration" was because you wanted the
commttee in that particular case to see puberty bl ockers
utilized in sone way as -- as a lethal nedication rather
than its actual use in treatnent of gender dysphori a;

Isn't that right?

A No, | disagree that -- that the -- that
puberty bl ockers are ever a lethal -- a |ethal
medi cation. | nean, that's -- that's not how | would
cast -- how | would characterize puberty bl ockers, as
| et hal

Q Real ly? Well, then I'msorry. Then I
guess we can go back to your greater percent -- greater
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than 1 percent death rate a few m nutes ago when you
attributed this one death to puberty bl ockers.
So which one is it, is it lethal or is it

not | ethal ?

A Let hal suggests that it has a very, very
high rate of -- of -- of death or, indeed, inevitably
causes death. That is not ny -- that has never -- not

and never been ny -- ny -- ny position.

Q It hasn't. Even when you said in your
report "in a cohort of healthy teenagers, a death rate
exceeding 1 percent is alarmng"?

A Al arm ng, vyes.

Q Al arm ng, okay. So -- so back to your --
your testinony. Wat do you nean by the term nol ogy that
you use, chem cal castration? Wat did you nean by that
when you said that to the commttee?

A | wanted to draw the parallel between the
use of the sane -- the sanme drug in the sane dose to
children who are suffering from gender dysphoria to the

use of nmen wth severe sexual devi ation.

Q Do you think people who suffer from gender
dysphoria have -- are sexual deviants?

A Absol utely not.

Q Do you believe people who are transgender

are sexual deviants?
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A Absol utely not.

Q But yet you chose to nmake that parall el
before the Health and Human Services commttee, right?

A Correct. The parallel is saying that nmaybe
we should take -- think tw ce before providing the sane
sort of drugs that -- with those effects to young
children as we do to nen with sexual deviation.

Q Unh- huh. And the people that should think
tw ce, though, are those people that are qualified to
render medi cal opinions, right?

A | think everybody should think tw ce about
it.

Q Uh-huh. O her than what you've testified
on the record and what's contained in your report, what
I's the specific bases for your testinony that providing
puberty bl ockers is equivalent to chem cal castration?

A It's ny review -- review -- reading of the
two articles -- or three articles review ng the use of
gonadot r opi n-r el easi ng hornone agoni st for sex offenders
or for men with -- with severe deviation. One of the
articles is Dutch, one of themis Anerican, and one is
Engl i sh.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A No.

Q As a sociologist, sir, what qualifications
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do you have to nmake such a statenent?

A | read the -- | read those articles and |
| ooked at the -- the drugs that were being used and the
dose that they were being used, and | conpared those to
the -- to the literature on gender dysphori a.

Q And any ot her basis, sir, on which you
believe you are qualified to make such a statenent?

A No.

Q What studi es have you perforned on this
| ssue ot her than readi ng ot her people's research on the
subj ect ?

A None.

Q Now, sir, you would agree with ne that GRH
nmerely suppresses certain hornones while the person is
taking the nedication; and that once they stop the
nmedi cation, they typically begin producing the hornones
t hat were suppressed, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you are not rendering an opinion in
this case to the contrary, are you?

A No.

Q And you are not offering an opinion on the

medi cal efficacy of puberty blockers for those with
gender dysphoria, are you?

A "' mnot sure | understand the questi on.
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Q "' m happy to rephrase it. Are you offering
any opinions in this case on the nedical efficacy of
gender-affirm ng care?

A |"m offering opinions on -- on puberty
bl ockers, yes.

Q kay. And, specifically, other than what
you' ve testified on the record, do you have any ot her
opi ni ons about puberty bl ockers other than what you've
already testified on the record?

A No.

Q And you are not qualified, sir, to render
any opi nion on whether or not there are any nedi cal side
effects to puberty bl ockers, are you?

A No.

Q And as you sit here today, you have no
nmedi cal training or experience that would qualify you to
render any such opinions; isn't that right?

A Correct.

Q Now, you would agree with ne, and | believe
you' ve al ready acknow edged, that puberty suppressors are

prescribed to children with precoci ous puberty, right?

A Yes.

Q Precoci ous puberty occurs in children,
correct?

A Yes.
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Q Sonetinmes as young as 5, | believe,
according to your own testinony, correct?

A Yes.

Q And for how many years m ght those children
t ake puberty bl ockers?

A | believe up until the age of around 9.

Q So it could be as nmuch as four or five
years, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you woul d agree that that's a standard
protocol for precocious puberty if in a five-year-old,

m ght be to give them puberty bl ockers, correct?

A Yes -- yes.

Q And you agree that when a child stops
taki ng the puberty bl ockers, he or she should begin
normal puberty as usual, correct?

A Yes.

Q | woul d assune, sir, since you are not a
doctor or a pharnacist, you' ve never prescribed
puberty -- puberty suppressors for children experiencing
precoci ous puberty, have you?

A Correct.

Q. And you are unqualified to do so, correct?

A Correct.

Q Have you perfornmed any research in the area
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of providing puberty suppressors to children with
precoci ous puberty?

A No.

Q You seemto be very interested in the
provi sion of puberty suppressors to children. Wy have
you not engaged in any research of providing children
Wi th precoci ous puberty -- puberty suppressors?

A VWll, that's not -- just not a topic that
|"ve investigated, except insofar as it pertains to
gender dysphori a.

Q Well, it's the sane thing, right, it's
provi ding puberty blockers to children, right? D fferent

di agnoses but both to children, correct?

A. At a different -- at a different age as
wel | .

Q One, generally teenagers, one younger,
correct?

A Precoci ous puberty, let's say, a child my

start puberty at 5 and they would be stopped until 8 or
9, and then they would allow their normal puberty to
continue to -- to energe.

Wereas for gender dysphoria, you are
stopping and you will not -- typically, in 93 and 95 and
98 percent of cases, you will -- the child will never

experi ence puberty.
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Q Well, sir, you would agree with ne that --
that it would be up to the mnor, their parents, and
their nedical professionals whether or not they would go

on to take cross-sex hornones; isn't that right?

A Correct.

Q It's not up to you to decide that, is it?
A Certainly not up to nme, correct.

Q Ckay. And you would agree with nme that --

that the child, the parent, and the nedical professional
Is in the best position to make those determ nati ons,
correct?

A Well, it would have to be based on the

evi dence, right.

Q But -- but not you, right?
A Not ne personally but on the -- on the
evi dence.
Q Right. And it's not your testinony, as --

as you are providing to the Court, that the nedica
professionals that are treating these individuals aren't
as facile with the nedical literature as you are?
MR. BEATO (nhject to form
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q That's all right. It was a bad question,
|"mgoing to withdraw it.

Sir, it is not your testinony or your
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opinion in this case that nedical professionals -- well,
strike that.

It is not your testinony, sir, that you are
the only individual that's reviewng nedical literature
with regard to the treatnent of gender dysphoria and
puberty bl ockers, is it?

A. No; that's correct.

Q You woul d agree with ne that other
I ndi vi dual s, even nyself, could read the sanme |iterature
that you are readi ng and draw conclusions fromit,
correct?

A Correct.

Q And -- and, in fact, they mght draw
di fferent conclusions than you, correct?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever provided an opinion that
giving GhRH to children for precocious puberty wll
| npact their -- inpact their brain devel opnent?

A No.

Q Have you ever provided an opinion that

giving GhiRH to children for precocious puberty wll

i npact their bone density?
A No.
Q Have you ever provided an opinion that

giving GhRH to children for precocious puberty is a --
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equi valent to the chem cal castration?
A No.
Q But these are all opinions that -- that

you've rendered in this case when that same drug is given

for gender dysphoria, correct?

A Correct.

Q You bel i eve providing puberty bl ockers for
precoci ous puberty will inpact a child' s nental health?

A | have no opinion on that.

Q Have you -- have you perfornmed any

I ndependent research whatsoever with regard to providing

puberty bl ockers to children with precoci ous puberty?

A No.
Q Do you believe that providing puberty
bl ockers to children for precocious puberty wll inpact a

young child's sexual function?

A | have no opinions on that.

Q But you do have an opinion on it when it
conmes to providing that same drug for those with gender
dysphoria, right?

A Yes.

Q And t hose opinions are encapsul ated in your
report in this case, correct?

A Correct.

Q Are you qualified to determ ne when a child
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has precoci ous puberty?
A No.
Q Wul d you agree with ne or do you agree

with nme that you are not qualified to opine on the
physi ol ogical differences in admnistering GhiRHto a
five-year-old with precoci ous puberty versus a

13-year-old who is evidencing gender dysphoria, correct,

sir?

A Correct.

Q Who di agnoses precoci ous puberty?

A An endocri nol ogi st.

Q Who di agnoses gender dysphori a?

A It would usually be a psychol ogi st.

Q You woul d agree with nme that in neither
case it is a sociologist, right?

A Correct.

Q Who determ nes the course of treatnment for

a child with precoci ous puberty?

A An endocrine -- endocrinol ogi st.

Q Who determ nes the course of treatment for
a child with gender dysphoria?

A It would be a psychol ogi st, perhaps with a
endocri nol ogi st as wel|.

Q You would agree with ne it is not a

soci ol ogi st, correct?
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A Correct.

Q In your testinony, you told the Health and
Human Services committee that taking GhRH decreases bone
density, right?

A Yes.

Q But, sir, you are not qualified to render
an opinion on the nedical inpact of using puberty
bl ockers with regards to bone density; as you've already
testified, all you' ve done is read other people's
research, correct?

A No. |'ve conducted ny own statistical
anal ysis of the bone density that was produced by data
fromthe -- fromthe Tavistock.

Q And that's what we tal ked about earlier,
right, those were other people's scans and anal ysis, and
then you just relied on that, correct, you didn't do the

scans yoursel f?

A | did not do the scans nyself.

Q Right. So you are relying upon, you know,
the -- the quality of sonmebody el se's work, correct?

A Correct.

Q Good or bad?

A Correct.

Q What education, skill, or training do you

have that woul d enable you to provide opinions on the
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nmedi cal consequences of using puberty bl ockers?

A VWll, I have a Ph.D. in -- from Harvard
for -- which gives ne an ability to |look at quantitative
research and to analysis literature.

Q And your Ph.D., sir, was not in anything
related to the treatnment of gender dysphoria, correct?

A Correct.

Q And it wasn't anything related to the use
of puberty bl ockers, was it?

A Correct.

Q And, sir, you would agree with ne that if
there were any side effects fromtaking puberty bl ockers,
t hey woul d be the sane whet her soneone takes it for
precoci ous puberty or gender dysphoria, correct?

A Well, that woul d depend on what age they
took it and for how | ong.

Q Ckay. But you would agree with ne,
dependi ng upon what age they are and how | ong they took
it, the side effects could be the sane, correct?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever advocated that puberty
bl ockers not be given to children for precocious puberty?

A No.

Q And you are not suggesting to this Court

that it has an inpact on bone density only when it is
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gi ven for gender dysphoria, are you?

A No.

Q Coul d have an inpact in precocious puberty,
right?

A It could, yes. That's not ny --

Q And -- and it would be up to nedica
prof essionals -- not yourself as a sociologist -- if

gi ving puberty bl ockers, to nonitor the patient to whom

they are given, correct?

A Correct.

Q And they would do testing, correct?

A Correct.

Q And if they saw i ssues, vis-a-vis decreases

i n bone density, they could take nedical intervention as
aresult of that, correct?

A Yes.

Q And that's true whether they were given for

precoci ous puberty or gender dysphoria, correct?

A Yes. But the -- the crucial difference is
the age at which you are doing -- doing the intervention.

Q Because you believe that at -- at a -- at
an ol der age, the level of hornones increase -- the

I ncrease in hornones has a greater inpact on bone
density, is that your position?

A Bone density is |laid down in adol escence,
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yes. So that's the -- that's the nost inportant tine in
whi ch you are laying down the -- the bone density for
whi ch you are using -- you are -- for life -- you know,
you are then using it for the rest -- for the rest of
your life.

Q And you woul d agree with ne, sir, that
those that are prescribing puberty blockers for those
wi th gender dysphoria during adol escence have the ability
to nonitor those patients, correct?

A They do have the ability to nonitor the
patients, yes.

Q And they have the ability to utilize
nmedi cal intervention if they see decreases or inpact on
bone density, correct?

A | don't know that there is any nedi cal
I ntervention for decreases in bone density. The only --
they are recomendi ng taking vitamn D and nore
wei ght beari ng exercise. | suppose vitamn Dis nedica
I ntervention.

Q Well, you just naned two of themright
there, right?

A Yes.

Q kay. And there mght be others. You
don't know because you are not a nedical doctor, correct?

A. Correct.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 110 of 307

Page 110

Q Now, in your testinony before the
committee, you referenced -- and | believe this is also
I n your report -- one individual who had -- at 15 had
osteoporosis, do you recall that?

A Yes.

Q Did you review that individual's nedical
records to determ ne the origin or diagnosis of that
person's osteoporosi s?

A No.

Q You would agree with nme that -- that nany
t eenagers who are not -- do not suffer from gender

dysphoria and don't take puberty bl ockers can have

ost eoporosi s, correct?
A Yes.
Q And yet you chose to suggest to the Health

and Human Services commttee that this one individual,
because they had osteoporosis, it was in sone way rel ated
to puberty bl ockers, even though you had absolutely no
basis to make that statenent; isn't that correct?
MR. BEATO (nhject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: Are we -- are you referring
to the English child that | nentioned or the
Swedi sh chil d?
BY M5. ALTMAN:
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Q The 15-year-old child. | don't have -- |
can pull up your audio fromthe Health and Human
Services. | honestly don't renenber if she was Swedi sh
or English. But regardless, you didn't do any
I nvestigation whatsoever to determ ne whet her or not
there was a pre-existing condition or reason for the
osteoporosis; isn't that right?

A The Swedi sh clinicians were so concerned
about this case that it changed their policy on giving
puberty bl ockers. So the Swedi sh had made t hat

det er m nati on.

Q Did you understand ny question?
A Yes.
Q Did you understand ny question?
A Yes.
Q Do you need nme to ask it again?
A Sur e.

Q kay. My question is, you didn't do any
| ndependent research or analysis to determ ne whether or
not the 15-year-old that you referenced in your testinony
before the Health and Human Services conmittee had any
pre-existing condition or other reason that she suffered
from osteoporosis; isn't that right?

A | did not, no. | was repeating what the

Swedi sh clinicians had found.
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Q Ri ght. You were repeating sonebody el se's
research, correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. And you didn't do any independent
study or analysis to determ ne whether or not that
particul ar individual that you represented to the Health
and Hunman Services conmttee in a way as to suggest that
t he osteoporosis was derived fromgiving the puberty
bl ockers. You did not do any independent analysis to
determ ne whether that's correct; isn't that right?

A Yes.

MR, BEATO (hject to form
But, Dr. Biggs, you can answer the
guesti on.
BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q | think he said | was right, correct?

A Yes.

Q As you sit here today, you don't have any
basis to testify under oath that the individual you noted
to the commttee was di agnosed with osteoporosis because
of receiving puberty blockers; isn't that true?

A | was reporting what the Swedish -- the
Swedi sh doctors had found.

Q Right. And so what | said was true,

correct, you have no basis under which to testify to this
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Court or to have testified before the commttee under
oath that the individual you noted was di agnosed with
osteoporosis as a result of receiving puberty bl ockers,
correct?

A No, | disagree with that characterization.
| did have a basis for ny statenent. The statenent --

t he basis was based on the -- the conclusions drawn from
the -- by the Swedi sh clinicians.

Q And you don't know, as you sit here today,
whet her or not anyone, whether it is in the Swedish
clinicians or the English ones, whether or not they did
any i ndependent analysis to determ ne whether or not the
15-year-ol d' s osteoporosis was caused from factors other
than or in addition to puberty bl ockers; isn't that
correct?

A Yes.

Q And, sir, even though -- well, strike that.

You woul d agree with me that there is no
consensus on any long-terminpact on bone density with
regards to the use of GhRH alone or with cross-sex
hormones; isn't that correct?

A. No, there is a consensus.

Q O the long-terminpact? Wat is the
consensus, sir, in your opinion?

A Wel |, the consensus is that puberty
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bl ockers will reduce bone density or bone density w ||
not accrue as fast as it should, so it will reduce
relative to the age and sex. And then in sone cases it
will increase again with cross-sex hornones. But it wll
not increase -- it wll remain belowthe level relative
to age and sex than it was at the comrencenent.

Q kay. And other than what you just said,
do you have any other opinions on that subject?

A No.

Q And so if | understood you correctly, you
agree with ne that providing cross-sex hornones, at that
poi nt an individual's bone density would accrete, perhaps
not at the same |evel, but would continue to accrete
while they are taking cross-sex hornones, correct?

A. Yes, but they do not reach the |evel at
which they -- they remain bel ow where they were in terns
of relevant to age and sex.

Q Ckay. And you don't know -- as you sit
here today, you have no ability to opine or provide an
opi ni on on whether or not that will have any |ong-term
detrinmental inpact on any individual's life, correct?

A. Well, we know that the | ower your Z-score,
typically below 2.5, the nore likely you are to have
osteoporosis in later life.

Q And as you sit here today, sir, you can't
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testify or provide an opinion on how many i ndivi dual s who
t ook puberty bl ockers and then cross-sex hornones wl |
suffer with osteoporosis later in life, correct?

A Correct.

Q You have no basis to provide an opinion in
this court on that subject, correct?

A Vell, thisis -- if we know that people
that -- that have a Z-score mnus 2.5 are very high --
are very likely to have a very high risk of osteoporosis
than -- in -- later inlife, then we know that if we have
a group of people with a |arge nunber bel ow m nus 2.5,
then the risk of them devel opi ng osteoporosis later in
life is el evated.

Q Ckay. And ny question is, as you sit here
t oday, do you know how many people with a Z of |less than
m nus 2.5, who took puberty bl ockers and cross-sex

hor nones, suffer from osteoporosis?

A No, there is no published study on that.

Q kay. Have you taken any steps to conduct
a published -- conduct and then publish a study on that?

A No.

Q But it sounds like it is something

i nportant to you, correct?
A Yes, yes.

Q And you are espousing that concern in the
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Heal th and Human Services commttee and in your report in

this case, correct?

A Yes.

Q Well, sir, what have you done to study it?

A | don't have access to the patients to
study it. But | believe that that's an -- that is an

urgent thing for, for exanple, the Tavistock gender
clinic to have -- to study.

Q Ckay. And what have you done to try and
create interest in studying this issue?

A Publishing a letter to the editor in the
journal of pediatric and endocrinol ogy and netabolism
showing that the -- that the initial results of puberty
suppression after two years are very -- unusually high
nunber of children have | ow bone density.

Q And anyt hing el se that you' ve done ot her

than publish your letter to the editor?

A That's the main thing I've done, yes.

Q And you haven't independently studied this,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Sir, you would agree with ne that it is a

medi cal doctor, not a sociol ogist, who determ nes whet her
or not GWRH should be used with a patient, correct?

A For an individual patient, yes.
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Q Sir, what is the basis of your statenent
that you made at the Health and Human Services committee,
what is the scientific basis for the statenent that the
pur pose of treating sonmeone with puberty suppressors who
has been di agnosed with gender dysphoria is, and | quote,
"to begin taking cross-sex hornones for the rest of their
lives."

What is the scientific basis for that
statenent that you nade to the commttee?

A Because that is the explicit stages of
the -- in the Dutch protocol. First stage is puberty
suppressi on, second stage is cross-sex hornones, and the
third stage is surgery.

Q Vell, sir, that's not the statenent you
made. And | just want to nake sure we unpack it. You
told the coonmittee that the purpose of soneone taking
puberty suppressors for gender dysphoria is to begin
taki ng cross-sex hornones for the rest of their |ives.
What is your scientific basis for that statenent?

A This is the rationale that was advocat ed by
the Dutch clinicians, |ike Peggy Cohen-Kettenis and
Gooren and Henrietta Del emarre-van de Waal -- quite a
mout hful -- of why puberty bl ockers were -- why they
advocat ed for puberty bl ockers.

Q But | didn't ask what their scientific
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basis is. | asked what yours was. Wat is your
scientific basis for making that statenent to the Health
and Human Services commttee?

A Readi ng the explicit statenents by the

advocates for puberty bl ockers.

Q The Dutch Protocol ?

A Yes.

Q And that was how | ong ago?

A Wll, the -- that was in -- well, that --

publ i shed many things fromthe 1990s to -- down to today.
Q Okay. And -- but your specific rationale

for that statenent was the Dutch Protocol, correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And that's one study, correct?

A The Dutch Protocol is a generic termto
descri be the use of puberty -- early puberty suppression

foll owed by cross-sex hornones.

Q Right. And you --

A Wen it was adopted in America, it was
known as the Dutch Protocol. Wen it was adopted in
Britain, it was known as the Dutch Protocol. That's the

generic nanme for it.
Q | got that. And so ny question, though,
sir, is alittle nore nuance. And that is, you nade a

statenent that the purpose of taking puberty suppressors
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In those -- in those diagnosed with gender dysphoria, is
to begin taking cross-sex hornones for the rest of their
lives. That's what you said.

And, sir, you would not be in a position to
determ ne for any specific patient on any specific day in
any -- with any specific doctor what the purpose that
they were prescribed puberty suppressors was; isn't that
right?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

But, Dr. Briggs, you can answer that.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Do you understand the question?

A Yes, but the -- the rationale of this is to
enabl e the individual to pass better to prevent the
devel opnent of secondary sex characteristics. So --

Q Sir, you don't know what anyone's
I ndi vi dual purpose is in taking puberty suppressors;
isn't that right? That's between an individual, their
famly, if they are a mnor, and their physician; isn't
that correct? You can't junp into the mnd of any
particul ar person and determ ne what their purpose for
t aki ng puberty bl ockers is; isn't that right?

MR. BEATO (hject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: | certainly can't junp into
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the mind of any particul ar person, correct.
BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q And so you nake these broad sweeping
statenents that the purpose of taking puberty blockers is
to take -- is so that they can take cross-sex hornones
for the rest of their life. But that's up to the
I ndividual, isn't that correct, and their physician and
their famly; isn't that right?

MR. BEATO (nhject to form

But, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that
questi on.

THE WTNESS:. Yeah, | nean, we know t hat
not -- from93, 95, 97, 98 percent of children who
go on puberty bl ockers will continue to cross-sex
hor nones.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Did you understand ny question?

A Yes, and | answered it.

Q No. You told ne the percentages of people

that you believe will go on to cross-sex hornones. You
didn't answer ny question, which was, the decision of
whet her or not to take puberty bl ockers and the deci sion
whet her or not to take cross-sex hornones is not one for
you to make. It is between a patient, their physician,

and their parents; isn't that correct?
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A Correct.

Q And you woul d agree with ne that the
pur pose of taking puberty blockers at a tinme when a
person i s experiencing distress due to gender dysphoria
Is actually to alleviate the distress for the child;
isn't that correct?

A That's possibly the short-termaim yes.

Q Sir, have you revi ewed any studi es that
attributed a greater than 1 percent death rate in healthy
teenagers for those taking puberty bl ockers?

A No.

Q What is the death rate of children
di agnosed with gender dysphoria who are prohibited from
recei ving gender-affirmng care?

A | don't believe we know that -- those
figures.

Q Sorry about that.

What research have you perfornmed on the

| npact of children with gender dysphoria who are

prevented fromreading -- fromreceiving gender-affirmng
care?

A |"ve not conducted such research.

Q Since you professed to be interested in the

subj ect matter, why have you not undertaken any

I ndependent research into what nedical interventions can
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assi st those with -- those suffering from gender
dysphori a?

A Can you repeat the question, sorry.
Q Sure. You seemto be interested in -- if

under stand what your report is in this case and your
testinony before the Health and Human Services comitt ee,
and the two cases in which you indicate in your report
that you participated in, you seemto be interested in
puberty suppressors and those with gender dysphoria.

Did | get that right?

A Yes.

Q kay. And so, since you seemto be
interested in the subject matter, why have you not
undert aken any i ndependent research into what nedica
I nterventions can assist those suffering from gender
dysphori a?

A ' m concerned about puberty bl ockers and
that's the thing that |I've been focused on.

Q But we tal ked about -- tal ked about it
earlier. You are very concerned about puberty bl ockers
but only as it pertains to gender dysphoria, not as it
pertains to precoci ous puberty, correct?

A Yes.

Q What is the death rate of children

di agnosed with gender dysphoria?

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 123 of 307

Page 123

A | don't think we have figures -- any
figures -- any sort of figures that would be, you know,
general i zabl e across different situations.

Q In your testinony before the Health and
Human Services committee, you acknow edge that "puberty
suppressors for gender dysphoria have been provided for
nore than a quarter of a century," that's a quote; isn't
that correct?

A Yes.

Q As you sit here today, are you aware of a

si ngl e death caused by an individual who was di agnosed

wi th gender dysphoria and was al so taking puberty

suppressors?

A. Well, the individual we discussed earlier
who died of the necrotizing fasciitis, that | would -- |
think that was an indirect consequence of puberty
bl ockers.

Q Anyone el se?

A No.

Q And what about, as you sit here today, are

you aware of a single death caused by anyone who
initially took puberty bl ockers and then cross-sex

hor nones and that their death was a consequence of taking
cross-sex hornones and puberty bl ockers?

A No.
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Q Now, you told the commttee that one of the
nore serious concerns of taking puberty suppression
medi cation along with cross-sex hornones is the inpact on
sexual function, correct?

A Yes.

Q Sir, again, you are not qualified to render
an opi nion on whether or not puberty suppressors i npact
sexual function; isn't that correct?

A Well, | can render an opinion by quoting
Dr. Marci Bowers, for exanple.

Q So you can -- it is your opinion that you

can give an opinion based on soneone el se's opi ni on?

A Well, that's Marci Bowers' experience, yes.
Not just --

Q Well, it is not your experience, is it,
sir?

A No.

Q And you don't have any basis under which

you can provide any testinony to this Court that taking
puberty bl ockers inpacts sexual function; isn't that
correct?

A That would -- basis for that would be ny
reading of the literature, again.

Q Ckay. Have you conducted any studi es or

research with regard to sexual function other than
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readi ng Marci Bowers?
A No.
Q Conducted any peer-reviewed studies?
A No.
Q And | think you al so nentioned in your

testinony before the Health and Human Services commttee
that there is an unknown inpact on enotional, cognitive

devel opnent, do you recall saying that?

A Yes.

Q And you say that in your report as well,
correct?

A Yes.

Q And so this unknown enotional, cognitive

devel opnment, if it's unknown, it nmeans you don't know
whet her there is such an inpact; isn't that right?

A Correct.

Q So you are just kind of throwng it out
there for open discussion?

A Vell --

(Si mul taneously speaki ng.)

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q -- whether or not that m ght be the case?

A The Dutch clinicians have continued to
enphasi ze that they have known -- no idea of what the

cognitive and enotional effects will be. And they can --

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 126 of 307

Page 126
they state that many tines over -- in many articles.
Q They do. And so you've repeated that, and

| appreciate that. But as we sit here today, sir, "they
have no idea" neans there could be none, right?

A Correct.

Q But, nonethel ess, you include that in your
report and you tal ked about it at the Health and Human
Services committee, right?

A Yes, but | think random zed clinical trials
on ani mals provide good evidence. And this is the best
evi dence because it is based on random zed clinical --
random zed trials, that there are broad -- broad inpacts
of puberty suppression on enotional, cognitive
devel oprment in nonhuman ani nal s.

Q s that the mce study that you referred to
I n your report?

A M ce, sheep, and also there is a prinate
study as well. | don't renmenber exactly which -- what
type of primate --

Q Did you rely on that primate study in
form ng your opinions in this case?

A Not the prinme -- the primate study | know
about fromone of the rebuttals.

Q Right. Again, you didn't rely on that in

rendering your opinions in this case, correct?
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A Correct.

Q You have not personally perfornmed any
studi es on any inpact on the enotional, cognitive
devel opnent, correct?

A Correct.

Q And there is no studies, that you are aware

of, that there is any inpact on cognitive IQ either,

right?

A There are sone studies on cognition.

Q What studies are you referring to?

A There was one by the Dutch clinicians about
the tower of London exercise and the tower -- and they

showed that puberty bl ocked -- children with puberty
bl ockers did performless well on executive functioning
than the controlled group. But it was a very small
sanpl e.

Q How smal | ?

A | don't renenber off the top of ny head.
It wasn't significant. But it was a...

Q It was not significant -- statistically
significant, correct?

A It was statistically significant.

Q It was significant, okay. And you say you
don't recall the nane of the study?

A The first author was Stufforsus (Phonetic),
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| think some Dutch nane |ike that.

Q Is it cited in your report?

A | can't renenber whether | cited that
particular article.

Q Did you rely on it for your opinions in
this case?

A. Yes, because |'ve cited it in the -- |
believe |'ve cited it in ny article wwth the Dutch
Protocol. |'ve certainly known about that study for a
whi | e.

Q Okay. Now, as you sit here today, sir, you

are not qualified and cannot render an opinion to this
Court that GhRH has any negative inpact on cognitive
devel opnment; isn't that right?

It's just a question, it's an open

guestion, right?

A | believe that the ani mal studies strongly
are suggestive that bl ocking normal puberty for quite a
few years will have cognitive and enotional effects.
Effects on --

Q You believe that based on readi ng ot her
people's work, right?

A Yes.

Q Not any i ndependent research of your own,
correct?
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A Correct.

Q Sir, have you reviewed the Tower of London
st udy?

A |"ve read it, yes.

Q Have you read Dr. Edmi ston's rebutta
report in this case?

A Yes.

Q And you woul d agree with ne that he says
that the Tower of London study shows no effect on -- of

GnRH on executive function, do you agree with that?

A No, | disagree.

Q No, did you see that in his report, is ny
guesti on?

A. | did see it, yes.

Q Ckay. So you two have a difference of

opi nion, right?

A Yes.

Q Gkay. And you woul d agree with ne,
reasonabl e peopl e can di sagree, correct?

A No. | went back to | ook at the abstract
and the abstract says very clearly that there was a
di fference.

Q You would agree with nme, Dr. Edm ston is a
medi cal doctor?

A. Yes.
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Q And you are not, right?
A Correct.
Q And you woul d agree with ne that the inpact

on enotional, cognitive devel opnent woul d be the sane
whether it is prescribed for precocious puberty or gender
dysphoria; isn't that right?

A Vell, it's -- it's prescribed at conpletely
different ages for those two conditions.

Q Do you understand ny question?

A | don't believe the two are directly
conpar abl e because precocious -- GWRH for precocious
puberty is prescribed nuch -- at nmuch younger ages than
GRH for --

Q Fair enough. \What inpact does GhRH have on
the enotional, cognitive devel opnent with those
precoci ous puberty?

A | don't think we have -- well, | think
there are a few studies that -- again, very small, that
suggest that may be del eterious effects on 1Q for
precoci ous puberty.

Q Okay. But doctors haven't stopped
prescribing GhRH for those with precoci ous puberty
because of those studies you just nentioned, have they?

A | believe there is nore caution now, but

"' mnot an expert, so | wouldn't like to really state ny
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cl aimon that.

Q You don't know one way or another, right?

A Correct.

Q And you haven't analyzed it, correct?

A Correct.

Q And as you just said, you are not an
expert, right?

A Not -- | have not reviewed extensively the
| iterature on precoci ous puberty, no.

Q Right. O on the inpact of GhRH on
I ndi vi dual s who were di agnosed with gender -- with
precoci ous puberty who are taking it, correct?

A For precocious puberty, correct, yes.

Q | think | said that, precocious puberty,
correct, okay.

Now, you nentioned a recent random zed test
on mce that were -- GWRH was provided to mice and it
showed hi gh | evel of stress and anxiety, correct?

A Yes.

Q You didn't performthat study, did you,
sir?

A No.

Q Have you ever asked an individual diagnosed

w th gender dysphoria what psychol ogi cal inpact taking

puberty bl ockers has had on himor her?

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o0~ wWw N B

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R R
a A W N B O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 132 of 307

Page 132

A Yes.

Q And is that the one individual you
menti oned earlier fromthe Dutch Protocol, | forget their
name?

A Yes.

Q Anyone el se?

A Yes.

Q Wwo? | think it was -- | ves the

one you nentioned earlier?

A Yes. Keira Bell.

Q kay. Anybody el se?

A No.

Q So two people, right?

A Yes.

Q Has anyone stopped you from speaking to

I ndi vidual s with gender dysphoria who are taking puberty
suppressors, which you profess to be interested in, from
finding out the specific inpact that it's had on then?
A No.
Q Now, if | wunderstood your testinony before
the Health and Human Services conmttee, you said that

"puberty bl ockers should only be offered in a proper

random zed controlled trial," do you recall saying that?
A Yes.
Q Do you believe that's true for those with
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precoci ous puberty al so?

A Yes. |In fact, there have been sone
random zed control trials used for precocious puberty.

Q And what were the results of those?

A The results were that it has very -- the
only rationale for treatnent for precocious puberty is
the effect on height. And unless you start very young,
that the -- the actual gains in height from bl ock --
stopping -- from stopping precoci ous puberty are m ninal .

Q Okay. Anything el se?

A No. Not --
Q Now, sir, could you explain to ne how can
you conduct a -- to use your words, a proper random zed

control trial if the medical care has been prohibited?

A You can't.

Q But you think that's what's necessary in
order to utilize puberty bl ockers for those with gender
dysphoria, is a proper random zed control trial, right,
that's what you told the Health and Human Services
conm ttee?

A Yes. | believe that puberty bl ockers
shoul d be offered only as part of a random zed control
trial, yes.

Q Unh-huh. And in order to do a proper

random zed control trial, you need to be able to provide

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 134 of 307

Page 134
such care, correct?
A Yes.
Q Sir, you also spoke at the Florida Board of

Medi ci ne neeting relating to the devel opnent of rules
regardi ng gender-affirmng care on Cctober 28, 2022,
correct?

A Yes.

Q And | don't know if you saw t he agenda for
that neeting, but you are identified as an MD?

A That was not ny -- that was a m st ake,
yeah.

Q Right. | just -- did you correct them on
that? D d you --

A This is the first time |'ve heard -- the
first time |I've heard of it.

Q Okay. And you were listed on that agenda,
If you are aware, as a subject matter expert, do -- are
you aware of that?

A | did not -- | don't believe | saw the
agenda.

Q Ckay. But do you consider yourself a
subj ect matter expert?

A Yes, based on ny publications, yes.

Q And the subject matter which you are an

expert is reading other people' s research and then
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reporting on it, is that the subject matter in which you
are an expert?
MR, BEATO (bject to form

But, Dr. Biggs, you can answer that

guesti on.
THE WTNESS: | wouldn't agree with that
characteri zati on. | believe that |'ve done

original research on, for exanple, suicide and on

bone density. And | believe that ny, you know,

publications stand on their own.
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, who invited you to attend the Florida
Board of Medici ne neeting?

A. | believe it was Patrick. | thought we
covered that. Did we not cover that?

Q VWll, you said that he invited you to the
Heal th and Human Services conmttee. D d he also invite
you to the Florida Board of Medicine neeting?

A | don't -- | don't believe that | said
that. | believe that | said that he invited ne to the
board of nmedicine. But |I -- for the Health and Human
Services, | just got an e-nmail from whoever was
organi zing that, | believe. Muybe --

Q Ckay. So just to nmake sure |I'mon the sane

page with you, Patrick Hunter invited you to the Florida
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Board of Medicine neeting, and you got an e-nmail for the
Heal th and Human Services commttee neeting, but you
don't recall who it is fronf

A Correct.

Q Were you paid for your tinme at the Florida
Board of Medicine?

A | believe |I've already said no.

Q What expertise do you have wth regard to
t he nedi cal treatnent of gender dysphoria?

A The expertise is the articles that |I've
publ i shed.

Q Well, that's -- that's with regard to
puberty bl ockers?

A Yes. And suicide.

Q My question was broader. Wat expertise do
you have with regard to the nedical treatnent of gender
dysphori a?

A Well, ny expertise is concentrated in those
ar eas.

Q And at the neeting, do you recall you

provided a statenent in research on gender dysphori a,

according to the neeting mnutes, do you agree with that?
A Yes.
Q And your statenment at the Florida Board of

Medi ci ne neeting essentially, if not verbatim mrrored
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the testinony that you gave at the Health and Human
Services commttee; isn't that correct?

A Yes.

Q And it's essentially mrrored your report
in this case, correct?

A Simlar, yes.

Q And | didn't do a side-by-side conparison,
but based upon ny review of both of your testinony at the
commttee and your testinony, which | heard the audi o of
at the Florida Board of Medicine, it appeared as though
you were reading fromthe identical script in both
I nstances; is that correct?

A Yes. That's probably roughly correct, yes.

Q Prior to your statenent at the Florida
Board of Medicine neeting, had you perfornmed any
| ndependent research with regard to gender dysphoria that
you were asked to speak about at the neeting?

A No.

Q And, again, |I'mnot asking you to repeat
anyt hi ng we' ve tal ked about on the record. But you
didn't perform any i ndependent research on gender
dysphoria for your statenents that you nade at the
Fl ori da Board of Medicine neeting, did you?

A Correct.

Q And all of your research is nerely
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reviewi ng the research of others and then opining on it,
isn't that correct, other than we'll get back to your
suicidality report and your bone density, correct?
A Correct.
Q And your letter to the editor, okay.
s there any instance in which you believe
in individual suffering with gender dysphoria should

receive GhRH? Do you have an opinion on that?

A Well, do you nean under 18 or in general?

Q " masking if you have an opinion on that.

A For those under 18, | believe that they
should -- or under 16, they should have -- they could

access GhRH as part of a proper random zed clinical
trial.

Q So under 16, part of a proper random zed
trial, correct?

A Clinical trial, yes.

Q Ri ght, okay. dder than 16, do you have an

opi nion on that?

A Well, possibly -- over 18, GhRH is
sometinmes used as a -- it's called a testosterone bl ocker
but it -- to go with estrogen. And, as | said, | don't

have any opi nions on, you know, what adults can consider.
Q So we kind of got lost in the question

there. And | apologize, I"'msure it is ny fault. You
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said | ess than 16, proper random zed control trial,

right? dinica trial, correct?

A Yes.

Q Yes, you've got to answer out |loud. Sorry
about that.

A Yes.

Q And then nmy question was 16 -- between 16
and one, not over 18, what about the people -- the sloth

of people between 16 and 18, what do they get? |f under
16 has to be part of a random zed controlled clinica
trial, what about the people between 16 and 187

A | believe that in sone circunstances they
may be able to access if they have -- if they are told,
you know, about the cost as well as the benefits of that
treat ment.

Q Ckay. So you would agree with ne then that
sonmeone between the age of 16 and 18, so long as their
medi cal provider consults with them along wth their
parents, and di scusses the risks versus the rewards of
that treatnent, that they should be entitled to receive
that treatnent, correct?

A Yes.

Q Al right.

M5. ALTMAN. Now is probably a good tine

for a lunch break. | know for you it is probably
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a dinner break. W can try -- let's see, it is
f our hours. It's 1 o'clock here so it's 5 0'clock

there, aml right?
THE W TNESS: Yes.
MB. ALTMAN:  Ckay.
M chael, how | ong woul d you like to take?
MR. BEATO Oh, gosh, | defer to Dr. Biggs,
what do you think an appropriate tinme wuld be?
THE WTNESS: Half an hour
M5. ALTMAN. Fine with me. So it's
1 o'clock here, 5 o'clock there. So 5:30, 1:30
for the rest of us.
(A lunch recess is taken at 12:58 p.m to
1:33 p.m)
BY M5, ALTMAN:
Q Sir, did you have a nice short break?
A Yes, yes, good to have a break.
M5. ALTMAN. Ckay. M chael, and |I know you
had asked -- | should have probably said this

bef ore we got back on the record, but you had

asked howlong I think I'lIl go. | think on the
outside, |ike the | ongest would probably be two
hours.

MR. BEATG Oh, okay. Ckay.
M5. ALTMAN. Fingers crossed. Trying to be

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 141 of 307

Page 141
as efficient as possible. Al right. Wll, let's
see.
BY Ms. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, before -- during the break, did you
speak with anyone?

A My girlfriend to ask her for a coffee.

Q O her than that, did you speak with anyone

about your testinony or about this case?

A No.

Q kay, good. And did she bring you the
cof fee?

A She did indeed, yes, yes.

Q Okay, excellent. Excellent. So you are
ready to go. (Cood.

So | think you nentioned, if | understood
you correctly, that there were random zed controll ed
trials relating to central precocious puberty, and in
particular with regard to the inpact on height, do you
recall that?

A Yes.
Q What study specifically have you revi ewed

on that subject?

A | don't have that information to hand.
Q Do you know when those studies were
publ i shed?
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In the last ten years, | believe.

Wul d t hey postdate 20197

> O >

| couldn't say but possibly not.

Q Are you famliar with a study Treatnent of
Central Precocious Puberty?

A What' s t he aut hor?

Q | will tell you one second. Erica
E-UGS T-E-R?

A That author is not famliar.

Q And that study, sir, was published in
2019 -- one second. | just lost ny e-mail. And in that
study, the author, who -- it was a survey of the
literature up in to 2019.

And |'Il quote what she says, "The main
goal of treatnent in children wwth CPP is the
preservation of height potential. Al though this sounds
strai ghtforward, any consideration of height outcones
must acknow edge several [imtations."”

"One is no random zed control studies
exam ning the effect of treatnent versus no treatnent on
hei ght in CPP has ever been conducted, to this author's
know edge. "

Does that inpact your testinony, sir, where
you testified that there were i ndeed random control |l ed

trial s?
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A. No, because --

MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that.
THE WTNESS: | did cite themin the

Dutch -- | did cite at |east one random zed

control trial on height in ny Dutch Protocol

article.
BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q kay. We'll get to that. So you would
take issue with this author's statenent?

A O perhaps it was an article since 2019.

Q And as you sit here today, you don't know?

A No.

Q Ckay. Sir, you appeared on the podcast,
Gender: A Wder Lens, do you recall that?

A Yes.

Q And the title of the programin which you
appeared was called Medicalization of Children Wth
Gender ldentity: Inpact of Puberty Bl ockers, and that
was i n February of 2023, correct?

A Yes.

Q And t hat podcast, Gender: A Wder Lens, is
supported by Genspect, correct?

A Yes.

Q And Genspect is an organi zation that hol ds
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Itself out as an alternative to WPATH, isn't that right?

A That sounds correct, yes.

Q And Genspect believes that gender identity
| deol ogy has caused damage and harm isn't that right?

A Probably, yes. | could -- yes.

Q Do you believe that?

A | believe in many cases, Yyes.

Q And t hose cases are, as we' ve di scussed
today, nothing different, correct?

A Sorry, could you repeat the question.

Q Yeah, my -- ny point was -- and nmy question
was unartful, | apol ogize. The bases on which you
bel i eve gender identity ideol ogy has caused danages and
harm are those that you have elucidated in your report?

A Yes.

Q kay. Nothing other than that is what |I'm

trying to understand, correct?

A Well, | believe -- there are sone other
| ssues, for exanple, putting rapists in wonen's prisons
that may be under the unbrella of gender identity --
gender ideology, but | think that's -- yeah, | didn't
know i f that's what you were...

Q Wel |, what do you understand gender
I dentity ideology to be referring to?

A Well, it's not a phrase that | nyself use,
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but | believe it would be suggesting that, for exanple,
t hat people have a certain -- a gendered soul, which is
nore inportant than their biological physical body. And

t hat that gendered soul sort of takes precedence over

their -- the reality of their -- of the sex body.

Q Sir, are you suggesting that it is |esser
t han?

A. Wll, it's certainly unobservable, |ike a
soul. I'"mnot saying that -- yeah..

It is like a soul, right, it is not
observabl e.

Q Wel |, not observable to you but it's
observable to the person that's experiencing it, isn't
that correct, sir?

A. Yes, yes.

Q So the fact that you don't see it doesn't
mean it doesn't exist, right?

A Yes, exactly. Just as | don't see a
Christian soul and I don't know if the Christian sou
exists but it is very real to the Christian.

Q Sir, during the podcast, you refer to F. G,
the letters of F.G, and you said was previously
i dentified as B., who was part of an original study and
who was followed up on in her 30s.

Do you recall giving that statenent during
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your podcast -- during the podcast?
A Yes.
Q And if | understood you correctly, you

I ndi cated she did not have a good outcone. That she was
ashanmed of her genitals and could not hold a

rel ationship, referencing a 2014 foll ow up study, do you
recall that?

A Yes.

Q And | believe you also referenced that in
your report, correct?

A Yes.

Q But that -- that was one person out of an
entire group, correct?

A That was the first individual, that was the
first individual who had ever been given puberty bl ockers
as a treatnment for gender dysphoria, yes.

Q Right. But did you do anything to follow
up on any of the others to determ ne what their outcones
wer e?

A Well, that person was the only person who

was the subject of the case study, which nade puberty

bl ockers -- made puberty -- introduced puberty bl ockers
to the -- to their nmedical comunity.
Q Right. But |'m asking what steps you took,

since you are interested in the subject matter of puberty
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bl ockers, to understand what the case studi es woul d be of
the other individuals, what specific actions have you
taken to undertake that anal ysis?

A Well, there is only -- that's the one
I ndi vi dual who was the subject of a case study. The
others are -- cone in groups, like the cohort of 17,
whi ch was di scussed earlier, referred to in de Vries, et
al., 2011 and 2014.

Q You would agree with nme, would you not,
t hat one exanple can't be extrapolated to an entire
group, correct, that wouldn't be statistically sound?

A Yes.

Q Now, during the podcast and before the
Fl ori da Hunman Health and Services Conmittee, you said
that GhRH for the treatnent of gender dysphoria would
only be appropriate after proper clinical trials and
random zed control group. Renenber, we tal ked about that

alittle bit earlier, correct?

A (Noddi ng head yes.)
Q Yes? You have to answer out | oud.
A Yes.
Q Sorry.
Has any organi zation that you are a part of
attenpted to perform such random zed -- proper clinica

trials with random zed control groups?
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A No, but | know that the Cass inquiry
were -- is looking into that.

Q Ckay. And why haven't you urged any of the
groups that you are a part of to conduct clinical trials
W th random zed control groups?

A Vell, the -- SEGMis probably the nost
rel evant exanple, we don't have the resources to. But,
of course, we advocate. O many of us woul d advocate.

Q Well -- and, again, maybe | mssed it, but
did you -- when you were testifying or speaking at the

Fl ori da Board of Medicine, did you encourage themnot to
ban gender-affirm ng care so that they coul d conduct
clinical trials with random zed control groups? Because
| listened to your statenent, | didn't hear that. D d
you do it off the record and nmaybe | mssed it?

A | think the inplication of saying that
puberty bl ockers should be offered only as part of a
clinical trial is a recommendation that those doctors and
institutions that are currently offering puberty bl ockers
shoul d do so as part of a clinical -- random zed clinica
trial.

Q But you understood, sir, at the tine that
you were testifying before the board of nedicine that
Fl ori da had al ready inposed a ban on gender-affirm ng

care; isn't that correct?
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MR. BEATO (bject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS:. The rule that was being
di scussed, as | understood it, was to nean that --
that would renove the |icense of sonebody who was
doing -- providing these kinds of treatnents
outsi de of the kind of research that would be
constituted as a random zed clinical trial.

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Have you -- did you -- have you read the

rule at issue in this case?

A | ssue in this case now, Dekker versus --

Q The case for which you are providing expert
opi nion, have you read that -- the rule that's at issue?

A | have read the reports on the rule but |

don't think I've read the rule itself.

Q kay. And so you don't know one way or
anot her what the inpact of the rule is, correct?

A. | don't know the details, no.

Q Ckay. Well, would it surprise you that --
that the rule prohibits those who receive Medicaid from
recei ving any kind of gender-affirm ng care what soever,
whet her they are a child or an adult, does that surprise
you?

A No. No, that's ny understandi ng.
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Q Ri ght. And so when you were before the
Fl ori da nedici ne, you understood that the rule in place
was prohibiting the paynent for care for those who are on
Medi caid for gender-affirmng care of any kind, whether
they are a child or an adult, correct?

A | was not aware of that Florida rule when
presented to the board of nedicine because | was
addressing the proposition before the Florida Board of
Medi ci ne.

Q Ckay. And do you understand that -- well,
strike that.

What do you understand the board of
medicine rule nowis with regard to providing such care?

A It enables -- it nmeans that doctors can
| ose their license if they provide this care outside of a
research setting.

Q And are you aware of any clinical trials
and random zed control groups that the state of Florida,
the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration has undertaken?

A No, but | would not -- | presune it
woul dn't be up to the Agency. It would be up to
university clinicians to undertake these trials.

Q And is it your understanding that they
coul d undertake these trials wthout any risk whatsoever

to their license, is that your understandi ng?
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A Yes.

Q Are you aware that there is research
i ndicating that there are benefits to treating
i ndi vidual s with gender dysphoria with puberty bl ockers?

A Yes.

Q So as you sit here today, you understand
that there are both risks and benefits to taking GiRH,
correct, for gender dysphoria?

A Yes.

Q And you would agree with ne that it is

I ncunbent upon a nedi cal professional, dealing with each
i ndi vidual patient, to explain to that patient the risks
and rewards of taking puberty bl ockers, correct?

A | believe that that sort of discussion nust
be based on a rigorous review of the costs and the
benefits, yes.

Q Ckay. And -- but you would agree with ne,
that's not for you to opine on, correct?

A Well, | believe it is up to ne not to opine
on but to publish articles or to uncover the results of
experinments, |like at the Tavistock, which was suppressed
by the clinicians. And | believe that it is the duty --
I ncunbent upon sonebody like nme to publish the results of
those -- of those investigations to informthe way that

patients and their parents and clinicians undertake
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t here.

Q And you did that, right, you -- you put out
your Freedom of Information Act request and you published
on the subject, correct?

A Yes.

Q And -- and the inport of your publication
is that a nedical professional, a parent, and a child can
read that research and draw their own conclusions as to
how t hey want to proceed, correct?

A Yes.

Q Now, sir, during the podcast, the Gender:

A Wder Lens podcast, you acknow edge that suicide rates
are five to six tinmes higher for transgender teenagers

t han non-transgender teenagers, do you recall making that
st at enent ?

A Yes, that's based on -- | should say that's
based the -- on ny research that was done on the
Tavi st ock, yes.

Q Okay. And | just want to juxtapose that

with, you don't say that in your report, do you, sir, to

t he Court?
A | believe | do -- | believe | do. | can --
Q You think your report -- you say sonmewhere

that suicide rates for transgender teenagers is five to

six tinmes higher than non-transgender teenagers?

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 153 of 307

Page 153

A If I don't in ny report, it was with one of
the exhibits that was with the report.

Q And, sir, in your report, what you do say
is that individuals who -- who report suicide attenpts or
suicidal ideation don't really want to kill thensel ves.
They are just crying out for help, isn't that what you
say?

A | don't believe that's a fair
characterization of what | say. What | say is that it
woul d be -- you cannot just sinply take suicidal
| deation, extrapolate to that suicide intelligence.

Q Sir, it is not within your wheel house to

di agnose sonebody who has suicidal ideation, is it?

A. No.
Q And it is not within your wheel house to
det erm ne whet her or not soneone who -- who reports a

suicide attenpt really neans it or not, correct?

A Not in the individual case, no.

Q Well, not in any individual case, correct,
sir?

A Not in the individual case, no.

Q Not in any individual case, correct, sir?

MR. BEATO (hject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
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BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q And you -- you didn't nean to inply in your
expert report that you, as a sociol ogist, have any
conplications to opine on the nental state of an
I ndi vi dual and whether they really want to kil
t hensel ves or not; isn't that right?

A Correct.

Q And you woul d agree you have no such
qualifications, correct?

A Correct.

Q What was the -- what is the point in your
report of -- of that -- that, for lack of a better word,
opinion -- of that opinion that nost who suffer from

gender dysphoria who -- who report a suicide attenpt
don't really want to kill thenselves, what is the basis
for you to provide that opinion?
A The point is to conbat a particul ar

argunent that is often used to advocate for
medi cal i zation, saying that -- rather cliche, is it is
better to have a live son than a dead daughter or vice
ver sa.

And so by exaggerating, the possibility of
suicide, it neans that individuals or patients and their
famlies nore -- have an exaggerated degree of the risk

of suicide if they don't take the nedication that
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I nfl uences their views on whether they should or
shoul dn't take the nedication.

Q Well, regardl ess of whether or not you
think it is exaggerated, you've acknow edged t hat
transgender individuals have a five or six tinmes greater
risk of suicide; isn't that right?

A. Yes, there is a difference between absol ute
rates and relative rates. Absolute rate, fortunately, is
very low. The relative rate is, as you say -- at |east
what |'ve calculated fromthe Tavistock, five or six

ti mes higher.

Q kay. And in that regard, sir, | hope you
woul d agree with ne that -- that even one suicide is bad,
right?

A. Yes, absol utely.

Q And you are not suggesting to the Court

that we don't pay attention to whether a child is
transgender or not to any inclination that they m ght
commt suicide. You are not suggesting we just disregard
It because we think they don't really nean it, are you?

A No, absolutely correct.

Q So | guess I'mjust trying to understand
what the inport of including that opinion in your report
I's, what does it add to your conclusions in this case?

A It adds, as | said, an inportant caveat to
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an argunent that is often nmade to push for the
medi cal i zation of children, which is they would kill
t hensel ves unl ess they get these drugs. Wat | was
poi nting out, based on ny research, is that the absol ute
rate of suicide is thankfully Iow, at |east from what
|'ve -- fromthe Tavistock clinic.

Q From one study in one jurisdiction, right?

A It's the largest pediatric clinic in the
wor | d, but yes, one -- one clinic.

Q You under stood ny question?

A Yes.

Q Yeah, okay. |It's one clinic, correct?

A Yes.

Q Based on data fromone fixed period of
time?

A Yes, a span over ten years, right.

Q Ri ght. And when was that published?

A Sorry?

Q Wen was the results finalized?

A When was ny article published?

Q Uh- huh.

A. | believe it's 2021, | think.

Q Ckay. And, sir -- well, strike that.

provi ding gender-affirmng care, that they are attenpting

Do you believe that nedical doctors who are
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to convert cisgender individuals to be transgender?

A No. But | don't know quite what a
ci sgender individual is.

Q You don't know what, |'msorry?

A | don't know what you nean by a ci sgender
individual. That's why it took a while to answer that
guesti on.

Q A non-transgender individual, a non -- not
honosexual , not | esbian, a heterosexual person, do you
bel i eve that doctors who render gender-affirmng care are
trying to convert cisgender individuals to be
transgender ?

A No.

Q Do you think that they are trying to
convert those who are gay or |l esbian to be transgender?

A | don't believe they are intending to do
t hat, no.

Q Okay. Now, sir, on your website you

I ncl ude a bl og post that you author, and I'mgoing to
read the title of it. "The astonishing adm ssion in the
heal th research authority report the purpose of puberty
bl ockers is to commit children to permanent physi cal
transition.”
Do you recall that bl og post?
A Yes, yes.
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Q And we tal ked about this a little earlier
I n connection with another simlar statenent that you've
made. But in this case, you nade it on a bl og post on
your website.

And in your blog post, you state that the
researchers made what you referred to as "an astoni shing
adm ssion,"” and you go on to state that "the adm ssion is
t he purpose -- that the purpose of puberty blockers is to
commt children to permanent physical transition."

That's what you say, do you recall that
st at enent ?

A Yes.

Q And we tal ked about it in another context
earlier, but I want to then read to you this statenent
fromwhi ch you drew that concl usion on your blog post.

So I'"'mgoing to read that to you.

The actual statenment that you quote in your
bl og post says, "It would have reduced confusion if the
pur pose of the treatnment had been described as being
of fered specifically to children denonstrating a strong
and persistent gender identity dysphoria at an early
stage in puberty, such that suppression of puberty would
al | ow subsequent cross-sex hornone treatnent w thout the
need to surgically reverse or otherw se nmask the unwanted

physi cal effects of puberty in the birth gender.™
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Do you recall that quote?

A Yes.

Q Now, that quote, sir, does not say that the
pur pose of puberty blockers is to ensure transition to
cross-sex hornones, correct?

A Well, the purpose is to enable or allow

Q No, sir, what it says is, for those

I ndi vidual s that persist and are transgender, allow ng
themto not have fully devel oped, which would require
nore conplex surgery, is a benefit to those individuals;
Isn't that what it says?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that.

THE WTNESS: Yes, they -- the -- what |
was pointing to is that that statenent is a clear
statenent that the purpose of puberty bl ockers is
the first stage in a course of treatnment that wll
continue on to cross-sex hornones.

BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q Sir, that is not what it says. Wat it
says is, for those individuals that choose to go on to
cross-sex hornones, puberty bl ockers will ensure that
they have | ess surgical intervention than those that
don't have their puberty blockers; isn't that what the
i nport of the paragraph is?
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A Yes. And we know that in that particul ar
study, | believe you are referring to the 44 children in
the Tavistock trial, 40 -- out of the 44, 43 went on
Cross-sex hornones.

Q But that isn't the point, sir, isit? O
the 43, that was their choice because they were -- by
choice | nean they were transgender, not that that is a
choice. But those individuals that were transgender
chose to go on to cross-sex hornones, which would be
expected if you are transgender, correct, sir?

A Well, they were diagnosed with gender
dysphoria. | don't believe that in the protocol there
was any nention of them being transgender. | think the
di agnosi s was gender dysphoria or gender identity
di sorder, whichever was the one prevailing.

Q Do you know whet her or not the 43
I ndi vidual s you referred to are indeed transgender, sir?

A. | woul d assune so but | woul dn't know. Bu

Q You' ve not undertaken any analysis to
under stand that, have you?

A. Wll, this was a treatnent this was
I ntended to treat gender dysphori a.

Q Correct. And for those individuals that -

that were indeed transgender, they would go on to

t
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cross-sex hornones.

But there was nothing in that paragraph
that | read to you that said the purpose of puberty
bl ockers is to make their way for a lifelong, you know,

experi ence on cross-sex hornones; isn't that correct,

sir?
A | don't agree with that interpretation.
Q VWll, sir, I"'mnot interpreting it. You're
actually the one that interpreted it. |'mreading
these -- the witten word, as it is witten.
You have extrapol ated fromthat a purpose
of giving gender -- puberty bl ockers that is nowhere in

t he paragraph that you reference?

A | believe that's an unfair characterization
of the way that even clinicians would describe the
benefits of puberty bl ockers.

Q Vell, it may be a benefit of puberty
bl ockers but that's not what you said, sir. You said the
pur pose of puberty bl ockers, not that a side benefit of
puberty bl ockers is, that for those that go on to
cross-sex hornones, the surgical intervention may be
| essoned. That's not what you said.

What you said on your blog post, and you've
said it at other tinmes, is that the purpose of puberty

bl ockers is essentially only to transition soneone to
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cross-sex hornones, correct?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: Yes. And that's why | use
the -- that's why the first articles refer to
juvenile transsexuals. Precisely the |ogic was
you gi ve puberty bl ockers, you stop the
devel opnment of secondary sex characteristics, and
then the patient will go on to cross-sex hornones
and surgeri es.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q No, the patient may go on, correct, sir,
may go on. You don't know?
MR, BEATO (nhject to form
BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q It is individual specific, correct?
A | ndi vi dual specific but 93, 95, 97, 98
percent will go on --

Q Wiich is it, 93, 95 or 977

A It depends on which studies you | ook at. |
cite |l think four of themfromdifferent clinics,
Australian, Britain, the Netherlands, and Belgiumin ny
W tness statenent -- report, | believe.

Q And, indeed, that section goes on to say --

of the paragraph that you quote, it specifically says,
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"For children denonstrating a strong and persi stent
gender identity dysphoria at an early age in puberty,
such that the suppression of puberty would all ow
subsequent cross-sex hornone treatnent w thout the need
to surgically reverse or otherw se nmask unwant ed physica
effects of puberty.™

The | anguage is very clear. It's for those
children denonstrating a strong and persi stent gender
i dentity dysphoria, isn't that what it says?

A Yes.

Q Now, you say in your report, sir, that
there is no objective physical diagnosis for gender
dysphoria, do you recall making that statenent?

A Yes.

Q Are you suggesting to the Court that you
don't believe gender dysphoria exists?

A No.

Q And you'd agree with ne that there are many
medi cal conditions for which there is no objective
physi cal diagnosis; isn't that right?

A Yes.

Q And that doesn't nean the condition doesn't
exi st, does it?

A No.

Q Since you are opining on what treatnent
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t ransgender adol escents shoul d not receive, do you have
an opi nion on what treatnent they should receive, are you
of fering such an opinion in this case?

A | don't -- | nean, | did not offer an
opinion in ny expert report, no.

Q Okay. Are you aware of any research that
denonstrates the negative inpact on adol escents when they
are not prescribed treatnent for gender dysphoria?

A Yes.

Q Are you offering an opinion on that in this
case? Have you been asked to offer an opinion in this
case on that?

A Specifically on puberty bl ockers, yes.

Q That's not what | said. Let nme read ny
gquesti on agai n.

Are you aware of any research that
denonstrates negative -- the negative inpact on
adol escents when they are not prescribed treatnent for
gender dysphoria? M question was not limted to puberty
bl ockers.

A "' maware of studies that attenpt to
denonstrate that, yes.

Q Have you been asked to offer an opinion in
this case on that?

A No, | don't believe -- no.
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Q You are not providing an opinion in this
case on the GAPMS report, are you?

A No.

Q You are not providing an opinion on the
rule in this case, correct?

A No. Correct.

Q You are not -- you are not providing an
opi ni on about the process that AHCA foll owed when
arriving at its rule, are you?

A Correct.

Q You are not providing an opinion on the
di agnosi s of those specific plaintiffs in this case,
correct?

A Correct.

Q You don't have an opi nion about the proper
medi cal treatnent for the plaintiffs in this case,
correct?

A Correct.

Q You haven't reviewed their nedical records,
correct?

A Correct.

Q And you don't review nedical records as

part of your job as a sociol ogist generally, correct,
sir?

A. Yes.
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Q Yes; that's correct, right?

A Correct. Yes, correct.

Q You' ve never net with any of the plaintiffs
in this case?

A No.

Q You' ve never asked to neet with any of the
plaintiffs in this case, correct?

A Correct.

Q You' ve never net or asked to neet any of

t he nedi cal providers of any of the plaintiffs in this
case, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you are not offering an opinion on the
gualification of any of the medical providers that treat

any of the plaintiffs in this case, correct?

A Correct.
Q As a sociol ogist, generally speaking, do
you -- do you utilize the standards of care for

gender-affirmng care? 1Is that part of what you woul d
do, generally speaking, as a sociol ogist?

A No.

Q And the sane question about the Anerican
Medi cal Association's position on the standard of care,
I's that sonmething you would generally utilize as a

soci ol ogi st in your work?
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A No.

Q And the sane is true, sir, wth regard to
t he WPATH standard of care and the Endocrine Society
gui delines. Those are not things that you would
typically utilize in your work as a soci ol ogi st, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you had no role in drafting the WPATH
st andards of care, correct?

A Correct.

Q You' ve never provided a diagnosis of gender
dysphoria, correct?

A Correct.

Q You' ve never provided a di agnoses for any
medi cal condition, correct, sir?

A Correct.

Q You' ve never provided a treatnent plan for
any nedi cal condition whatsoever, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you are not qualified to provide a
nmedi cal di agnosis for any nedical condition, correct?

A Correct.

Q You' ve never prescribed drugs of any kind
to anyone who is experiencing gender dysphoria, correct?

A Correct.

Q What did you do to prepare your report?
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A. | read the literature and -- | nean, the
report was the culmnation of quite a few years of
research in this area that was -- resulted in the -- ny
publications. And so | prepared a report | believe is
t he evidence for or against the use of puberty bl ockers
for gender dysphori a.

Q Does the report contain all the opinions
you intended to provide in this matter?

A Yes.

Q You i ndicated a nonment ago that you read
the literature and that the report is a cul mnation of
reviewing all the literature.

Is there any literature that you revi ewed
that you have not identified in your report as having
been a basis for the opinions you are offering?

A | don't believe so, no.

Q Does the report contain all the work you
needed to render your opinions in this case?

A. Yes.

Q Were you provided or did you ot herw se have

all of the things that you needed to render your opinions

in this case?

A Yes.
Q If not, what el se would you have needed?
A | said | had everything | needed.
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Q | know and |'m asking you to think if there
I's anything el se that you woul d have needed, could have
considered in order to render full, conplete, and robust

opinions in this case?

A | don't believe so, no.
Q So you don't believe, by exanple, having
conducted any research yourself or -- or spoken to any

transgender individuals or people from WPATH or people
who have the guidelines published fromthe endocrine
soci ety, none of those things would have hel ped you
I nform your opinions in this case?

A No, | don't believe so, no.

Q s there any work |l eft undone to finalize
your opinions in this case?

A No.

Q Any work that you wanted to do that you
haven't done?

A No, not for this case, no.

Q Have you been engaged in any other case as
a testifying expert?

A No. Well, apart fromthe two | nentioned,
the one in Australia and the one in the UK

Q Wthout telling nme what case, regardless,
wi t hout discl osing, have you been engaged as a consulting

expert in any other cases on gender dysphoria or puberty
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bl ocker s?
A No.
Q O her than what's identified, is there

anything el se that you reviewed in connection wth
rendering your opinions?

A No.

Q WAs there any information that you got from
def ense counsel, either related to the individua
plaintiffs or their caregivers, or any information that
you got from defense counsel that you did not otherw se
have for review?

A No. The only thing I had was -- the only
thing they sent ne is sone -- about three or -- naybe

five rebuttals which nentioned ny evi dence.

Q Did you review t hose?

A Yes, | | ooked at those.

Q Ckay. Thank you. Wen did you wite your
report?

A January, Feb -- February, | think.

Q Of 20237

A Yes.

Q And you testified already you did not show

a draft of your report to anyone, correct?
A Correct.

Q What did you | earn about the |awsuit for
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whi ch you have been retained as an expert?

A |'"mnot sure. |t nust have been -- yeah,
| -- to be honest, | can't recall now Possibly
Novenber, but...

Q Well, you testified or spoke at the board
of medicine neeting in Cctober of 2022. Does that orient
you as to when you may have been contacted about
provi di ng expert testinony in this case?

A Perhaps in January, yeah -- yeah, |I'm
really not clear about the date.

Q Do you have -- regardl ess of whether you
are cl ear about the date, do you have any kind of
approxi mati on for how long ago was it, a year ago, SiX

nont hs ago, ei ght nonths ago?

A It was a few-- | think it was either sort
of -- either the end of |ast year or the beginning of
this year.

Q kay. So if | understand you correctly,

you believe you were contacted to provide testinony in
this case sonetine in the late fall of 2022 or early
2023; is that correct?

Yes.

Yeah, you can't nod. Yeah, okay.

Yes, that's right.

o > O >

Thank you. Ckay.
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And who contacted you about being an expert

in this case?

A It was one of the |awers at Holtzman
Vogel .

Q Do you know how they got your nane?

A. | -- no, | don't know but | would assune it

was from nmy appearances in Florida to the Florida Board
of Medi ci ne.
Q Do you recall who fromthe law firm
contacted you?
A It mght be Gary Perko.
Q Did they ask you your opinions before
havi ng you testify in this case?
MR. BEATGO So, M. Biggs, I'mgoing to
I nstruct you not to answer any other questions
regard -- excuse ne, regarding our comruni cati ons.
That's privileged informtion.
|"minstructing himnot to answer that
questi on.
M5. ALTMAN. Hold on, Mchael. M question
only called for a yes or no. It wasn't the
subst ance of the conversati on.
MR BEATG  Still, | think that verges into
t he substance of the conversation. |'m

i nstructing himnot to answer any nore questions
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relating to that.
M5. ALTMAN. Ckay. W can tal k about it
| at er.
MR, BEATO  Sure.
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q You already testified you were not involved
with the rul emaki ng of the GAPMS process, correct?

A Correct.

Q But what you say in your report is, "After
reading the scientific literature, | becane increasingly
concerned about the |ack of robust evidence.”

A Yes.

Q Do you recall putting that in your report
at paragraph 5?

A Yes.

Q kay. And what specific literature did you

review that caused you to be concerned?

A Well, the -- ny initial concern was readi ng
the case study of the individual B. or F.G And the
second was reading the sort of gold standard Dutch study
of de Vries, et al., at 2011 and 2014, which | was very
surprised to see how little evidence there was to justify
puberty bl ockers. That was many years ago. But that was
what initially interested ne.

Q Anyt hing el se that caused you to have great
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concern?

A Yes. The fact that | discovered that the
Tavi stock clinic in London had done an experi nent or
study -- wasn't a proper experinent -- it was a study of
early puberty suppression that was designed to replicate
the Dutch study, and that they had never published any of
the results.

Q Anyt hing el se?

A No, those are the nmain things that |led ne
into this.

Q Okay. And we've already tal ked about you

are aware of literature studies, findings that have a

di fferent conclusion than the ones you rely on, correct?
A Yes.
Q I n paragraph 6 you state, and | quote, "I

have conducted original research on the use of GiRH

puberty suppressors,” do you recall naking that statenent

in your report?
A Yes.
Q And what original research did you conduct?
A Vell, | was the first to publish the

results of the -- that English study into -- designed to
replicate the Dutch -- the Dutch study.
Q But you didn't conduct the origina

research, sir, you just wote about what soneone el se
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did, correct?

A It was only due to ny efforts that that
research saw the light of day. And I was the first
person to publish on it.

Q And congratulations. I'mnot trying to
underm ne or denmean what you've done, | just want to make
sure the record is clear. Because the statenent you made
I n your report is you conducted original research. And
you, in fact, did not conduct original research, sir.
Soneone el se conducted original research and you wote
about it, correct?

MR, BEATO (hject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: | believe that what |'ve done
constitutes original research.
BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q And the sole original research that you
bel i eve you' ve conducted is publishing the English study
that was trying to mmc the Dutch study, correct?

A That's one -- that was one. Another one
woul d be the anal ysis of bone density.

Q Wi ch, again, you were reporting on soneone
el se's work, correct?

A | was doing original analysis based on data

that | nyself had elicited -- elicited fromthe
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Tavi st ock.

Q No, sir. Soneone else created the data and
then you provided your analysis of that data, correct?
(Si mul t aneously speaking.)

MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer the question.
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q Go ahead, sir.
MR. BEATO What's the answer to the
question, M. Biggs, just for the record?
THE WTNESS: Yes, | conducted the

statistical analysis, correct.

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Ri ght, of someone else's data, correct?

A Yes.

Q Have you engaged in any kind of clinical
study with patients that involved GiRH treatnents?

A Sorry, what do you nean by "critical
study” -- oh, you are saying clinical study?

Q Yes, sir.

A No.

Q Have you been involved directly in any
| ongi t udi nal studi es?

A No.

Q Any observational studies?

Veritext Legal Solutions
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A No.

Q | s there any study what soever where you
have been the primary investigator of data that you
col |l ected?

A No.

Q Have you published an original article that
underwent a peer-review process analyzing data froma
clinical study that you perfornmed with patients treated

by GhRH anal ogs?

A No.
Q So we've kind of gone over this, and |
don't want to retread it. | just want to point out in

par agraph 7 of your report, you nmake the sanme simlar
st at ement about "puberty suppression is designed to stop
normal puberty in order to prepare the child for taking
hor nones of the opposite sex.”

Do you recall neking that statenent in your
report?

A Yes.

Q And we' ve kind of gone back and forth,
debat ed what that means and whether or not that's an
accurate statenent. |'m assun ng your testinony isn't
going to be any different about what you wote in
paragraph 7 than what it is going to be about what you
said on your blog post and what you said to the Health
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and Human Services division, right -- commttee, rather?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. | just don't want to go over things
that we don't need to.
In -- in -- in paragraph 9, you say, "GiRH
I's never tested in any random zed clinical trial,” do you
recall saying that?
A Yes.
MR. BEATG Would it be hel pful -- 1
apol ogi ze for interjecting -- would it be hel pful

to, when we're quoting Dr. Biggs' report, to put
it on the screen just so everyone sees what's
bei ng sai d?

M5. ALTMAN. We can, if you want. He said
he had it there, so | wasn't going to --

THE WTNESS: As long as | can refer to it,
then that's fine.

M5. ALTMAN. Sure, if you want.

But, Mchael, if you want it to put on the
screen, we're happy to do that too.

MR. BEATG | would prefer that. [t just
makes things easier so we're all |ooking at one
screen --

M5. ALTMAN: You are nmaki ng ne wake Ana up.

Ana, are you out there? Thank you.
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MR. BEATGO  Thank you, Ana.
M5. ALTMAN:. Paragraph 9. There you go.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Do you see this statenent, sir
paragraph 9, "Puberty suppression as a treatnent for
gender dysphoria was never tested in any random zed
clinical trial, nor were there any prelimnary
experi nments on nonhuman ani nal s"?
A Yes.
Q What specifically did you rely upon in
maki ng that -- those two statenents?
A The fact that there has -- that there has
never been published any -- any random zed clinical

trials using puberty suppression as a treatnent for
gender dysphoria. And the fact that the Dutch
endocri nol ogi st, Henrietta Del emarre-van de Wal,

actually worked in the | aboratory with rats, but she did

not do any permanent experinents with rats even though
she had the | aboratory there.

Q Anyt hing el se that you rely upon in making
t hose two statenments?

A No.

Q And in paragraph 10, which is on the next

page, you nmake this statenent, "The reported inprovenent

I n gender dysphoria is flawed because the researchers
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swi tched the questionnaire used to construct the

measure. "
Did | read that right?
A Par agraph 10 or paragraph 11?
Q Let's see. | thought it was in ten.
A No, it is not in ten.
Q Al right. Hold on. Let nme put that one
to the side and I'll go back to that in a mnute, how

about that?

But regardless -- and I'mgoing to go back
to the report in a second -- swtching the questionnaires
doesn't explain how -- that the conclusion would be wong

or inproper, does it, sir?

A. Yes, it does, because if you ask -- if you
start off wwith a male, a boy who says he's -- one of the
questions will be, "Are you distressed about having
erections?" And he'll say, "Yes, | am because |I'm gender
dysphoric,"” that makes sense, right, so he's gender
dysphori a.

And then after surgery you say, "Do you
hat e nenstruati on?” Now, of course, whether -- if you
ask nme whether | hate nenstruation, | would say no. But

it's not because |'ve been cured of gender dysphori a,
It's just because |I don't nenstruate. So the question

Is -- obviously can be answered in the negati ve.
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That's the kind -- those are the -- that's
the reason why the scales -- switching the scal es nakes a
huge di fference.

Q Well, but you don't know, sir, do you,
whet her or not -- switching the scales, whether or not
t he individual recipient even answered that question, do
you? You didn't | ook at the actual survey results, did
you?

A But that is one of the questions that are
used in making their gender dysphoria scale.

Q But that wasn't ny question. M/ question
s, you didn't go back and | ook at the underlying
guestionnaires to determ ne whether or not individuals
properly and correctly responded to questions that woul d
be associated with their specific gender, did you?

A Well, the Dutch clinicians asked nales a
series of questions, including "are you unconfortable or
does" -- "are you very bothered by nenstruation?"

Q Right. M question to you is, you don't
know whet her or not any particul ar individual answered
t hat question or how they answered that question,
correct?

A | know t hey woul d have answered t hat
question because that was required to -- for the scale.

| don't know how any particul ar individual answered that
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questi on, no.

Q Right. And what |I'mjust trying to get at
Is you didn't go back and | ook at the underlying results,
you relied upon sonebody else's reporting of these
results, correct?

A Yes, | relied upon the published articles
by de Vries, et al., yes.

Q And you didn't conduct any of your own,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Meaning that if you thought it would be

nore appropriate to ask the questions in a different way,
you' ve not taken upon yourself to engage in a study that
asks the questions in a way that you believe woul d have
been nore appropriate, correct?

A Correct.

Q And | think it is in paragraph 13 but let's
just go down there. Hopefully I have it right.

I n paragraph 13 do you say, "The suspicion
must be that at |east sone of these children could have
grown up to be typical gays and | eshi ans w t hout
requiring lifetinme nmedical treatnment, and w thout |oss of
fertility and sexual function"?

Do you recall naking that statenent?

A. Yes.
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Q Ckay. And you base your opinion on your
suspicion; isn't that right, sir?

A Yes, that's what the sentence reads, yes.

Q Right. [It's your suspicion. You have no
evi dence what soever to nmake that statenment; isn't that
correct?

A The evidence is in the precedi hg sentence,
the first 70 adol escents, the vast npjority were
honosexual , and only one was heterosexual. The others
wer e bi sexual .

Q Well, but that doesn't necessarily
elimnate the fact that they could be transgender,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Right. And so | go back to my point, which
I s throughout your report, you were -- you used words
like -- and we'll get to it -- "suspicion," "belief,"

words that are not scientific. They are your nusings
about what nmay or may not be.

That particular quote is the | ast sentence
on paragraph 13 where you say, "The suspicion nmust be at
| east sone of these individuals could have grown up to be
typi cal gays and | esbhians.” But that's your nusings
about it, that's not science, correct, sir?

MR. BEATO (bject to form
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Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: | think that's synonynous

with a credi ble hypothesis or, you know, potenti al

hypot hesis. The word "suspicion"” is just saying
that, yeah, I'"'m-- | cannot prove it. There is no
proof, but | believe it is a plausible conjecture

or pl ausi bl e hypot hesi s.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q So it is conjecture and hypot hesis, not
opinion, right, sir?

A Yes, | -- yes.

Q Are you aware of any study that's ever
denmonstrated that gender affirmation in chil dhood | eads
to a child being transgender who ot herwi se may not have
been?

A Well, that woul d be unobservabl e because we
woul dn't know what the outcone was.

Q So you would agree with ne that you have no
evi dence to support that, correct?

You are not aware of any study that
supports that, correct?

A Correct.

Q That gender affirmation in childhood | eads
to a child being transgender who otherw se nmay not have

been, correct?
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A Correct.

Q And you are not opining, sir, that puberty
bl ockers sonehow nmake soneone transgender and prevents
them from being a typical gay or |esbhian, are you?

A Yes, | am

Q You are? That's your testinony, sir, under

oath, that if you take puberty bl ockers, by definition,
you won't becone a typical gay or |esbian?

A Well, in some cases | believe that children
who are taking puberty bl ockers and turned into what was
originally called juvenile transsexual s coul d have grown
up to be fem nine boys, gay nen, or butch | eshi ans.
That's -- that's ny belief, yes.

Q And your -- that's your -- that's what |
think you called conjecture, right, your specul ation
because you have no evidence to support that, correct?

A There is evidence to support that. There
I's not proof. There is not denonstration. But | would
al so say -- point out that the Dutch clinicians in an
article by Anacker, et al. 2023 acknow edged t hat
possi bl y gonadotropi n-rel easi ng hornmone agoni sts can
beconme a self-fulfilling prophecy. That's not the exact
words but that's what they acknow edge as one -- as a
credi bl e possibility.

Q A credible possibility?

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 186 of 307

Page 186
A Yes.
Q But that's not science, sir, it's just a
hypot heti cal, correct?
A No. This was a statenent in -- by the

Dutch clinicians in a published and a peer-revi ewed
journal. | don't renmenber off the top of ny head what

journal it was. So they were entertaining this as a

possi bility.

Q As a possibility, correct?

A Yes.

Q Not a scientific truism correct, sir?

A How sci ence deals with possibilities.

Q Ckay.

A. And probabilities.

Q Sir, in paragraph 13 of your report, you
al so nake the follow ng statenent: "All this evidence

predates the pronotion of transgenderismin health care
and school s and on social nedia."
Do you see where you wote that?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And you go on to refer to "the
mani festo for the Dutch Protocol fails to nention
honosexual ity and does not cite any of the studies of
fem ni ne boys."

Dd | read that right?
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A Yes.

Q Now, it -- starting with the first
sentence, "All this evidence predates the pronotion of
transgenderismin health care and schools and on soci al
nmedi a.” What evidence do you have that transgenderismis
bei ng pronoted in health care, schools, and on soci al
medi a, what specific evidence do you rely upon for that
st at enent ?

A Wel |, social nedia was not around then, so
clearly there was no pronotion on social nedia. Schools,
there is widespread evidence, for exanple, the use of the

book about Jazz Jennings. And on nedia, you could use

Jazz Jenni ngs as perhaps the best exanple of that.

In terns of health care, nore and nore of
the possibility of being transgender in, for exanple --
and the growh of the gender clinics -- of the gender
clinics like the gender clinic in Tavistock.

Q Well, howis that pronoting transgenderisn?

A Well, it's -- it's suggesting to children
that this is a possible and perhaps even a desirable way
of bei ng.

Q Isn'"t it just, sir, accepting those who are

transgender for who they are?
Nobody i s converting people to be

transgender, are they?
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MR. BEATO (bject to the form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: | would -- I'mquite happy
with the phrase that | use there. | do believe
that there is nore and nore publicity to being
given -- to being a transgender identity as a
potential way of being and a -- and perhaps even a
desirabl e way of being.

BY Ms. ALTMAN:

Q Vell, do you think it is an undesirable way
of bei ng?
A | believe that there are -- what is

undesirable is becomng a |ifelong nedical patient.
Q And what is the basis, the nmedical basis
for your statenent, the scientific basis for the

statenent you just nade?

A. Wll, | don't think -- I don't -- who wants
to be a lifelong nedical patient? | don't think -- yeah,
| don't think that's a desirable -- a desirabl e outcone,

if It can be avoi ded.

Q So that's just nore of your suspicions and
musi ngs and conjecture. |'m asking whether or not you
have actual -- any scientific support for the statenents

that are in your report?

MR. BEATO (hject to the form
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Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE W TNESS: That statenent, | don't
believe, is in ny report. It is just sinply what
you' ve asked ne -- asked ne about now.
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Vell, no, | read to you the statenent
that's in your report, that there is -- apparently, there
IS -- people are pronoting transgenderismin health care,
school s, and on social nedia. And | asked you for the
evi dence that you have to support that statenent?

A Yes, |'ve said that | think -- believe
there is abundant evidence in -- for exanple, if you | ook
at searches on Google trans. |If you |ook at the --

Q What specific searches -- sir, what

specific searches, what specific evidence did you rely
upon when you made that statenent in your report. |'m
asking you the specific evidence that you relied upon?
A | f you search for various conbi nati ons and
pernutati ons of the word "transsexual child,"
“transgender child,” "trans child," "trans kid," "trans

children” and so on, you can see a nassive peak in that,

particularly after 2005 but nore particularly after 2010.
Q kay. So, sir, it is not ny responsibility
to conduct these searches. |'m asking you what specific

scientific basis do you have before you nmade that
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statenent in this report, what -- did you do those
searches, if so, are they -- are the results listed in

your bi bl i ography?
MR. BEATO (hject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer those questions.
THE WTNESS: | did do those searches. The
results are not listed in ny -- in the
bi bl i ography because | thought it was --
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Wy not ?

A It was so obvious that the increase in the
prom nence of transgenderismin health care and schools
and soci al nedia woul d be obvi ous.

Q Sir, did you | ook at all of the possible
reasons why being transgender is nore at the forefront
today, |ike perhaps US states that are banni ng
transgender health care -- just as an exanple, throw ng
it out there -- and then putting that in the nedia. D d
you | ook at that, maybe that's the reason why people are

nore frequent to be discussing the issue?

A Vel |1, bans on health care have only been
around for a couple of years. |'mtalking about a
long -- long-termtrend from-- | think | did 1990 to

2020. So it's -- yeah, that's the basis of it.

Q So ot her than your Google searches, is
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there anything else that you relied upon in making that
statenent in your report?

A Just to clarify, it wasn't a Googl e search.
It was a search of Google's corpus and the entire body of
printed material in -- in the English | anguage.

Q Right. The one -- the things that you did
not list in your report as resources, correct?

A Yes.

Q Sir, do you believe it's -- that it is easy
to be transgender, it is appealing to be transgender?

A | believe in sonme cases it can be

appeal i ng, yes.

Q What about in others?
A In other cases, it is not.
Q You are not nmaking a -- you are not

provi ding a general opinion that people are junping on
t he transgender bandwagon because it is so easy and it is
bei ng pronoted, are you?

A No. | believe that sonetines it nakes
sense of an individual's predi canent of suffering or
di stress about their body, about their gender roles.

Q And it m ght nmake sense just because they
are transgender, right?

A Yes, it mght.

Q Right. And you don't know in any
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particul ar case whether that's true, right?
A Not in any individual case, no.
Q Now, sir, in paragraph 14 of your report,
you spend a |ot of tinme tal king about that -- the overlap

bet ween gender dysphoria and autistic spectrum
conditions, do you recall witing about that in your
report?

A Yes.

Q Sir, you would agree wth ne that being
transgender and being on the spectrumare not nutually
excl usive, correct?

A Correct.

Q Sir, on the studies pertaining to fem nine
boys, you agree that all of those studies pertain to
pr eadol escence, nostly prepubertal children under the age
of 12, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you woul d al so agree that bei ng gender
nonconformng is not the sane thing as being transgender,
correct?

A It's not necessarily the same, no.

Q And you woul d al so agree by definition
those studies don't indicate a desistance rate for people
who are actually transgender abandoning a transgender

i dentity, correct?
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A VWll, the study by G een on Sissy Boys that
| cite was -- they specifically identified children,

boys, who they thought were going to be transsexual,
they -- they refer to pre-transsexual. So they are
trying to find the nost fem nine, nost dysphoric
chil dren, dysphoric male children.

Q Vel l, that doesn't nmean that they were
t hough, correct, sir?

A VWll, the -- they were identifying the nost
fem nine boys they could find who were -- who they
t hought woul d be certain to develop into transsexual s or
very highly likely to develop into transsexuals.

Q Right. But, again, that's subjective,
correct, sir? It is sonebody else's, you know, views on
whet her or not they may or may not be, correct?

A Yes.

Q Now, sir, again, back to your opinions or
musi ngs about gender dysphoria and autistic spectrum
conditions. As | just asked you, being autistic and
havi ng gender dysphoria are not nutually exclusive,
correct?

A Correct.

Q And you make this statenent, "Children on
the autistic spectrumare nore likely to face

difficulties fitting in with their sane sex peers, which
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makes a transgender identity obviously appealing as both
an explanation and a solution.” And that's at -- the
bott om of page 9 and goes on to page 10.

Do you recall making that statenent?

A Yes.

Q Is it -- have you done any studies, sir, as
to whether or not autistic children or children on the
spectrum have difficulty fitting in with both their sane
sex peers and opposite sex of peers -- peers?

A That was reporting the article that was in
t he previous sentence. So |I'mhaving -- do we have the
ri ght page there?

Q Yeah. Well, that's --

A. In the previous -- the last -- yeah, | was
reporting on sonething that was quoted on a literature
reviewed by van der Mesen, Hurley and de Vries, 2016,
that quotes -- |'m paraphrasing the evidence that this
literature revi ew was produci ng.

Wi ch said, essentially, particularly de
Vries is one of the clinicians who enphasi zed this, that
children on the autistic spectrumare nore likely to face
difficulties fitting in with their sane sex peers. And
the original study was, | think, de Vries -- de Vries, et
al ., 2010, the original article that I don't cite that --

because |'mciting the literature revi ew.
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Q Right. So a couple things. Nunber one, it
IS not quoted, correct, there is no quotes around that.
It's a statenent by you, correct?
A It's a -- but it's a paraphrase of the
evi dence that | provided.
Q Vell, it is not attributed to anyone,
correct, sir? At the end of the sentence, there's not a
footnote, there is not a quote or reference to anybody
el se's study, right?
MR, BEATO (bject to the form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q And, sir, ny question is, you nake this
statenent, you nmake this statenent, not anybody el se,
"Children on the autistic spectrumare nore likely to
face difficulties fitting in with their sanme sex peers."

And ny question to you is, have you done
any anal ysi s what soever into whether or not children on
the autistic spectrumhave difficulty fitting in with
anyone, whether it is their sane sex peers or their
opposite sex peers?

A No, | haven't conducted an ori gi nal
research on that -- on that question, no.

Q kay. And so, sir, you don't know whet her
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or not the fact that -- whether it is sanme sex or
opposite sex peers, that children on the autistic
spectrum are, air quotes, becom ng transgender because
they don't -- they don't feel that they fit in with their
peers. You don't have any evidence to support that,
correct, sir?

A Vell, apart fromny reading of the Dutch
clinicians |like de Vries, correct.

Q Right. But |I'm asking you, though, what
research or studies you' ve done to support the statenent
inthis report? Oher than --

A | haven't done nmy own original research on
t hat, no.

Q And perhaps |I'm m sreadi ng what you are
saying. But, | nean, the inplication of what you are
saying is that autistic spectrumindividuals are

pretending to be transgender to fit in.

I s that what you are trying to convince
this Court?
MR. BEATO (bject to the form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE WTNESS: No, that's not -- that's not
how | would characterize it at all. | don't
believe they're pretending. | believe they're

maki ng sense, as we all do, of their experiences.
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And that this | abel hel ps them make sense of their
experiences, and also to provide a potenti al
solution for them

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Well, is being transgender a | abel ?

A Yes, anong ot her things, yes.

Q And so | abel for what, sir?

A Well, it is a label for a particular
identity, just like Christian or British or sociol ogist,
these are the ways in which we interact with the soci al
wor | d.

Q Now, you go on to say in the end of that
par agr aph, "From a sanple of over 700 referrals to the
GIl-DS, dDS, in 2012" -- so ten years ago -- "and
2015" -- so less than ten years ago -- "14 to 15 percent
wer e di agnosed with autisnt -- you say ASC -- but autism
spectrum conditions -- "and this was nore than ten tines
greater than the rate for students in England,” which you
then cite to.

Do you recall that statenent in your
report?

A Yes.

Q And you go on to say, "The proportion anbng
t hose subjected to GhiRH could be even higher." VWhat's

the scientific basis or the evidence for that statenent?
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A Can | -- | think this nay be on page 10.
Can we scroll forward --

Q It is on page 10, yes.

A The evidence for that is in the -- the next
sentence, because in the first study that was done by the
Tavi stock kids, of the first 30 patients, alnost half of
them had autistic spectrumtraits.

Q Well, again, we discussed a few m nutes
ago, they are not nutually exclusive, right, sonebody
could be both -- have autistic spectrum disorder and al so
be transgender, correct?

A Yes, yes.

Q In -- in paragraph 20 of your report, you
say, "Because of the risk of suicide" -- "because the
risk of suicide increases greatly from prepubescence to
| at e adol escence, altering nornmal cognitive and enotiona
devel opment with GhRH coul d reduce the risk of suicide by
preventing the child frommmturing."

Dd I read that right?

A Yes.

MR. BEATO Let ne just pause here.
Ana, could you please scroll down --
M5. GONZALEZ: Okay. Sorry.

(Si mul t aneously speaki ng.)

MR. BEATO  Page 13, please. Thank you.
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Sorry for the interruption, just wanted
to...
M5. ALTMAN. No, no worries.
BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q "Because of the risk of suicide,” do you
see that, sir, second sentence in paragraph 20?

A Yes.

Q VWhat's the basis, the evidential basis for
that statenent, sir?

A VWll, that's an inference fromthe way that

suicide is nuch higher, for exanple, in a 18-year-old
than it is in a 10-year-old. W're talking about sort of
t he general population. So if we're able to sort of --
if you, like, freeze a 12-year-old at a sort of nental
state of being 12, then one of the |ogical consequences
of that will be less likely to -- to commit suicide than
t hey woul d be ot herw se.

Q So the answer to ny question is that you
don't have any evidential basis for that statenent in

your report, correct?

A Correct.
Q It is just an inference that you' ve drawn?
A Yes. Yes. And, in fact, the next says,

"As yet, there is no evidence; however," so exactly,

that's the case.
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Q But you were engaged to provide opinions in
this case, not -- not inferences or nusings or
suspicions. You were engaged to provide opinions based
on scientific evidence, correct, sir?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer the question.
THE WTNESS: | nean, the way science works
Is by entertaining different possibilities and
different probabilities.
In that case, | think quite fairly, | said
that it could be the case. It is not inplausible

on a theoretical basis that puberty bl ockers do

reduce suicidality. However, there was no robust

enpirical evidence that that is the case.

So | think that gives the full panel of

potential inpacts of puberty bl ockers.
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, you would agree with ne that your
opinions are contrary to the WPATH st andards of care?

A Yes.

Q And they are contrary to the Anerican
Medi cal Associ ation?

A Yes.

Q And they are contrary to the American
Acadeny of Pediatrics?
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A Yes.
Q And they are contrary to the Endocrine
Soci ety gui del i nes?
A Yes.
Q And are you aware that your opinion is

contrary to the standards of care for gender-affirmng
care in the United States generally?

A Established clinical practice as its
devel oped, yes.

Q And you don't know, in this particul ar
case, whether the treatnents that the plaintiffs were
recei ving have been hel pful or not, correct?

A Correct.

Q And | hope you woul d agree that the
efficacy of puberty suppressors is best left to the
experts in the field, neaning, endocrinol ogists,
psychi atrists, and psychol ogi sts, correct?

MR. BEATO (hject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: | believe that there should
be a robust enpirical debate in the literature,
signed literature that robustly scrutinizes the
evidence for the efficacy and safety of puberty
bl ocks.

BY M5. ALTMAN:
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Q And | get that. And the robust enpirica
di scussi on shoul d occur between nedical practitioner,
endocri nol ogi st, psychiatrist, psychol ogist, correct?

A No. It should occur between everybody who
has sonmething to say about this, including -- and can

publish their work in a peer-reviewed journal.

Q I ncluding yourself; is that right?
A Correct.
Q And | think | asked you this earlier, but

just in case, you don't have any clinical experience with
puberty bl ockers, do you?
MR. BEATO (bjection to form asked and
answer ed.
Dr. Biggs, you can respond.
THE W TNESS: Correct.
BY M5, ALTMAN:
Q Yeah, | wasn't trying to ask you the sane
guestion again, so | apologize if | did.
Now, sir, you've been quoted as making this
statenment, and | just want to understand it. This is a
direct quote. It was in sex and gender. "I do not,
however, believe that gender identity supersedes sex any
nore than | believe that Jesus was the son of God."
"Therefore, | oppose any attenpt by the

university to establish an official doctrine on gender,
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just as | woul d oppose the inposition of a single
religion or one particular position on |srael,

Pal estine. "
Did | read -- do you renenber mneking that

st at enent ?

A Yes.

Q kay. And what does that nean, "I do not,
however, believe that gender identity supersedes sex"?

A | do not believe that gender identity or
soneone's subjectively perceived understandi ng of
t hensel ves should be -- weigh nore in society than --
t han their physical sex.

Q Well, would you agree that it should at
| east be wei ghed the sane?

A No -- well, depends on the case -- depends
on cases -- depends on the case. |If you are talking

about, for exanple, should a rapist be put in a wonen's
prison -- a nmale who has used his penis to rape a wonman
shoul d be put in a wonen's prison because his gender
identity is that of a woman. | would say, in that case,
for exanple, no. His physical biological sex should take
precedence.

Q Sir, have you ever been a prison warden?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer the question
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THE WTNESS: No, | haven't.
BY Ms. ALTMAN:
Q And have you done any research into
what ever standards and guidelines are utilized by prisons
i n determ ning where prisoners are placed?
A Yes.
Q You have? And is any of that published

literature referenced in your bibliography?

A O this -- of ny expert report, no, because
It wasn't relevant to the -- what | was being asked to
do.

Q And where woul d that published literature

be that you' ve witten on this subject?
A. The article is in the -- is in the general

controversi al 1 deas.

Q Ckay.

A It is specifically about England, Engl and
and Wal es.

Q Okay. And when was that published?

A | believe 2022.

Q kay. Sir, you wote a chapter in a book
titled, "Inventing transgender children and young
people." Do you recall that?

A Yes.

Q Do you think that you can invent
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transgender people or children?

A Well, | believe that these | abels or soci al
categories are -- vary across cultures and over -- vary
over tinme, |like being | esbhian or being African Anmerican
versus, you know, other -- other sorts of identities.

So, yes, | believe, in a manner of speaking, that
identities are invented, |ike sociologist or |esbhian or
SO0 on.

Q You think being a |l esbian is invented?

A | believe that the -- the identifying as a
| esbian as such is -- is a social construct, and that

t hose have geneal ogi es which we can explore, yes.

Q And you think being transgender is
I nvent ed?
A In a way that is very common parl ance in

the social sciences, we talk about the way that
constructs change over tinme and they vary across
cul tures.

Q Well, what does that nean, sir? | nean,
you' ve testified earlier you agree that transgender
peopl e exist, so what does it nmean, that they are being
i nvent ed?

A. Well, | believe Christians exist but | --
there is also societies in which there was no such thing

as a Christianity, right, there's no such thing as a
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Chri sti an.

So there was nobody in 1900 identified as
transgender because that -- that |abel had -- that
category had not been created yet.

Q Uh-huh. So your -- if | understand you
correctly, you are just suggesting that the name for it
has changed?

A And the way it is theorized, the way -- the
conceptual i zation of it, yes.

Q Vell, how are we conceptualizing it, how
are you conceptualizing it?

A Well, I'"mconceptualizing it as a -- kind
of a -- as a social identity, which -- which involves, in
many cases, a nedical physical intervention.

Q Well, as a social identity, is that
different froman actual identity?

A ldentities are generally social.

Q So all identities are social?

A Yes.

MR. BEATG  Counsel, | know we're

approachi ng upon the one hour and 30-m nute point.
Wuld it be best --

M5. ALTMAN. Happy to take a break
M chael .

MR. BEATO  Perfect.
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&

ALTMAN:  As |ong as you want.

3

BEATO. So how about we neet -- | don't
know - -

M5. ALTMAN. As |long as you want. 3:107?

MR BEATO I|'msorry?

M5. ALTMAN. 3:10 on -- | have 2:57. So
3:10. You want to do 13 mnutes, you want to do
15 m nutes, what do you want to do?

MR. BEATG  How about 3:05, if that works
with you, Dr. Biggs.

MS. ALTMAN:  3: 05.

THE WTNESS: 3:05, yep, that's good.

MR. BEATG | didn't nean to interrupt your
train of thought. Just want to get a quick little
br eak.

M5. ALTMAN: No problem

MR. BEATG  Thank you very nuch.

(A brief recess was taken from2:57 p.m to

3:04 p.m)
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q So, sir, in paragraph 22 you say, "There
are anecdotal reports of children experiencing increased
suicidal feelings after GiRHa," did | read that
correctly?

Do you need for us to pull it up on the
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screen or do you recall naking that statenent?

A | recall that.

Q Ckay.

MR. BEATO And for ny benefit, can we --

Ana, could you put that on the screen again for ny

benefit?

M5. GONZALEZ: |1'm sorry, what paragraph
was that? | was copying her e-mail.
MS. ALTMAN: P 2, 22.
MS. GONZALEZ: Page 227
M5. ALTMAN:  Yes, nma'am
MR. BEATO  Paragraph 22.
M5. GONZALEZ: On, paragraph 22.
M5. ALTMAN. |'m sorry, yes, paragraph 22.
MR. BEATGO  Thank you, Ana.
M5. GONZALEZ: You are wel cone.
BY Ms. ALTMAN:

Q Al right. Dr. Biggs, first of all,
anecdotal reports of children experience increased
suicidal feelings of -- feelings after GiRHa i s not
scientific evidence, can we agree on that?

A Reports of adverse events are part of the
medi cal -- part of the inportant docunentation and
medi cal -- nedical research.

Q Well, sir, you are not -- the only thing
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you cite to that is this Brik 2020, correct, of one --
(Si mul t aneously speaki ng.)
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Let nme just finish
O one teenager who stopped treatnent
because of the increase in nood problens and sui ci dal
t hought s and confusion attributed to GhaRH treat nent,
correct?
A There is a -- in the next -- | think --

bel i eve the subsequent sentence, there is another case.
Q Right. So there is two instances. And --

and in the first instance, the child was obviously

noni tored, which is what you woul d do when you put
someone on any nedi cation, correct?

You would -- as a nedical practitioner, you
woul d eval uate how that person is -- is doing clinically

on the nedication, correct?

MR. BEATO (hject to the form

(Si mul t aneously speaking.)

MR. BEATG Dr. Biggs, can you pl ease
repeat your answer?

THE WTNESS: Yes. So nedica
practitioners certainly should be nonitoring
children who are on puberty bl ockers, definitely.

BY M5. ALTMAN:
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Q Ckay. But that's -- so that's a reason to

nmonitor care, not to ban it; isn't that right, sir?

A Yes.

Q Now, sir, in paragraph 24 on page 16, and
going on to page 17, as well, in paragraphs 26 and 27, so
par agr aphs 24, 26, 27, you consistently use your -- your

interpretation rather than science.

For exanple, in paragraph 24 you refer to
"One obvious explanation is that clinicians were
foll owi ng the WPATH heal t h recomendati ons agai nst
comrenci ng nedi cal intervention when an adol escent is
experiencing an acute nental health crisis.”

And so you are providing your explanation
but that doesn't make it the actual explanation, does it,
sir?

MR, BEATO (bject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: Correct. Though, that was

not ny explanation. It would be the -- of any
scientist worth -- any scientist worth his or her
salt would suggest that that is a potentia
expl anati on.

BY M5, ALTMAN:
Q It's one explanation, not necessarily the

expl anation, correct?
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A Absol utely correct.

Q Right. And in paragraph 26, the first
sentence, "The Dutch pioneers warned at the outset that
patients 'could end up with a decreased bone density,
which is associated with a high risk of osteoporosis.”

So, again, it could happen, that doesn't
nmean it will happen, correct?

A Yes.

Q And then further down in the paragraph you

say, "In addition, children given GhRHa al ready have
unusual Iy | ow bone density, perhaps due to the high
preval ence of eating disorders.”

So now, if | read your statenment, which is
not referencing any evi dence what soever, now you are
musi ng about whether or not people have | ow -- already
have | ow bone density because they have a high preval ence
of eating disorders, right, sir?

MR. BEATO (hject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: My apol ogi es for not

providing a citation. | thought that this would
have been sort of common know edge.

One citation | could have used is

d son- Kennedy, who states in her NIH --

A son- Kennedy is not the first author but one of
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the coauthors of this article which is on bone

density on 95 children who were given GhRH, and

they're in an Nl H funded study.

And suggested that they -- the data were
fromthis 95, that they have unusually | ow bone
density due to -- probably due to eating
di sorders.

BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q "Probabl y" was the word you just used?

A | couldn't -- | cannot quoting what they
are saying, but one of the recommendati ons was that
clinicians nust always ask about eating disorders because
t hey suggested that calorific deficiency was what was
causing this usually | ow bone density.

Q And that would be part of a clinician's
job, right, before they put an individual on any
medi cati on, they should do a thorough clinical
exam nation of the patient, correct?

A They certainly should do a thorough
clinical exam nation, yes, you are correct.

Q Right. And that, again, is a reason to do
a thorough clinical analysis but not to ban care,
correct?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

You can answer that, Dr. Biggs.
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THE WTNESS: Well, this is one of the
reasons why, in this particular popul ati on of
children with -- starting out wwth on average -- a
| oner bone density than average, the risks of
decreasing that density is going to be nore
pronounced.
Soit's -- it's a statistical fact that's
I mportant -- is very inportant in evaluating the
costs and the benefits of the treatnent.
BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q VWhich is why the clinicians and nedi cal
prof essionals should nonitor the care, correct?

A Certainly, they -- clinicians should
nonitor the care, yes.

Q Right. That's not a reason to ban care,
correct, sir?

A It's not -- by itself, it does not say that
t he care should be banned, correct.

Q And at the bottom of page 17, paragraph 7,
again, you use the word "Anecdotally, a British femal e

patient who started GhRH at age 12 then experienced four

broken bones at the age of 16," correct?
A Correct.
Q Dd | read that right? R ght?
A Yes.
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Q And, sir, as you sit here today, you don't
know why this one individual at the age of 16 had four
br oken bones, do you?

A No.

Q And, again, on page 19, paragraph 29, you
said, second or third sentence, referring to the Dutch --
“"Dutch clinicians initially pronoted puberty suppression
as providi ng space for therapeutic exploration of gender
identity without the pressure of physical changes
acconpanyi ng puberty.”

Did I read that right?

A Yes.

Q And that makes sense, does it not, sir?

A. It was one -- it was a plausible outcone,
yes, yes.

Q And the bottom of paragraph 30, again, you
use the word "suspicion.” "The suspicion is that puberty
suppression rei nforced gender dysphoria.” Do you recall
maki ng that statenment in your report?

A Yes.

Q Whose suspicion are you referring to there,
sir?

A Can | see -- let ne --

Q Page 20, the first -- there you go.

A " mjust | ooking at what cones -- precedes
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t hat .

Q Sure.

MR. BEATO Ana, could you go to page 19,
pl ease.

THE WTNESS: That's okay. No, |'ve seen
it on ny paper copy.

That is | think any reasonabl e observer --
or any scientific observer would suspect that is
one -- one potential possibility, yes.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Not to the exclusion of other
possibilities, correct, sir?

A Absol ut el y.

Q So this is just, again, one possible
scenario, a hypothetical, but it could be sonething el se
conpletely, correct?

A Yes.

Q And, sir, we tal ked about social constructs
earlier, and you would agree with ne that being male or
female is also a social construct, correct?

A No, | disagree on that.

Q You do. How so?

A | believe what male and fermal e are
bi ol ogi cal -- are biological concepts, not sociol ogi ca

concepts.
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Q

A

Q
referring to?

A
sex.

Q
referring to,

A

Q
referring to?

A

| ong predates

cul ture.

Q

a large scientific --

evol ved.

BY Ms. ALTMAN:

particular articles, but the reason. This is a --
there's a huge literature on why sex evolved. And sex

has been around for many mllions of years. And it so

this sex evolution history, that's your conclusion from

Page 216

And what's your basis for that statenent?

Reading of the literature around sex.

What literature specifically are you

Evolutionary literature on the evol ution of

Is that a specific periodical that you are

t he evol ution of sex?

No, I"'mreferring to a sort of literature,

(Phone interruption.)

(Reporter asks for clarification.)

THE WTNESS: Literature about why sex

And what specific literature are you

Wll, I"'mnot -- I"mnot going to cite

humans and | ong predates culture, human

Based on your -- that's your reading of
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it; is that correct?
A Correct.
Q Now, sir, you've been linked to sone
transphobic tweets, you -- are you aware of that?

MR. BEATO (hject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE W TNESS:  Yes.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q And it's correct, sir, have you been

t weeti ng under the pseudonym Henry W nbush?

A | used -- that was a student of ny Twitter
account, yes -- or ny -- yes.
Q And | know you tal ked a | ot today about how

you want a free and open di scourse and people should be
able to, you know, give their opinions on various
matters. And in keeping to that, why did you hide behind
a pseudonym why didn't you use your nane?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE W TNESS: Because | believe that
evi dence shouldn't be based on who -- on the
status or the credentials of the person saying it.
It should be based on the |ogic and enpirical
evidence of the statenment -- incorporating the

statenent .
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BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Wll, why would you think it would be any
| ess inpactful or inportant if you used your own nane
versus Henry W nbush?

A As | said, | don't believe that views
shoul d be judged by the -- the identity of the person or
the credentials of the person making those statenents but
on the content of the statenent thensel ves.

Q So you believe -- it's nost appropriate to
hi de behind a keyboard, is that what |I'm hearing you say?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: | think there is a |ong
hi story of pseudonymity. | nean, the
federalist -- | believe The Federalist Papers, the

aut hors of The Federalist Papers chose to hide
behi nd a keyboard, as you m ght say.

BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q Well, is there any particul ar reason why

you didn't use your real name, sir?

A | think |'ve already explained why I
have -- why | made that deci sion.
Q Now, you were exposed in an article in The

Oxford Student, right?
MR, BEATO (hject to form
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Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.
THE W TNESS: Correct.
BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q And | just want to ask you about sone of
your tweets. One of themis, and |I'm quoting,
"Transphobia is a word created by fascists and used by
cowards to nmani pul ates norons. "

Do you recall sending out that tweet?

A Yes.

Q What does that nean?

A So it is a very fanous quote by Peter
Hitchens, an atheist. And he used the -- originally, of
course, the quote was about |slanophobia. And as an
at hei st, he was objecting to the way his atheism-- or
his criticism let's say, of Islamwould be denounced as
bei ng I sl anophobi c.

And | was -- | think the tweet indicates
that a simlar -- there can be a simlar silencing of
di scourse around using the word "transphobi a."

Q Well, so you changed the quote. It is not
a direct quote, correct, sir?

A No. Exactly. But it's obviously -- to the
| ear ned audi ence, it's obvious what the reference is.
I"mripping off. [It's ripping off sonebody else's very

f anmbus quot e.
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Q Right. No, and | apologize. Perhaps I'm
not the | earned audi ence that you were trying to reach,
but | still have sone questions about it because | don't
under st and.

What is it you were trying to comuni cate
to the reader, sir, by saying -- are you concerned that
peopl e perceive -- would perceive you or anyone el se as
t ransphobi c?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

Dr. Biggs, you can answer that question.

THE WTNESS: | believe that inportant

public policy debates around sex and gender are

sonetines stifled by accusations of transphobia,
yes.

BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q Wl |, has anyone accused you of being

t ransphobi c?

A Yes.

Q Who has accused you of that?

A Vell, | believe that The Oxford Student
article you nentioned does. | can't quote chapter and
verse but | believe that's the -- at least the -- the

I npl i cation.
Q Well, sir, that -- the tweet that you --

that they wote about occurred before the article, right?
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A Yes.

Q Right. So they were only interpreting what
you were -- you or M. Wnbush was putting out into the
uni verse, correct?

A Yes.

Q So they had no reason -- they were not
predeterm ned to be agai nst your tweets. You put that
information out into the universe, correct?

A Yes.

Q And so why is "transphobia" a word created

by fascists?

A Well, it is a play on words suggesting that
there is an authoritarian streak in sonme forns of the
transgender novenent, and that includes the
short-circuiting of inportant debates, such as the one |
mentioned earlier about sort of, for exanple, should a
rapi st be put in a wonen's prison by short-circuiting of
t hat proper denocratic debate through accusations of
t ransphobi a.

Q Well, you would agree with nme, sir, |
assune, that for every opinion that the person that holds
the opinion -- strike that.

You woul d agree with ne, a actual debate or
di scussion isn't one-sided. And so the fact that one

person believes a person who is a transgender fenale
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shoul d not be put in a wonen's prison, there is sonmeone
el se that mght feel differently, correct?
MR, BEATO (bject to form
You can answer, Dr. Biggs.
THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Right. And both can coexist, neaning the
person that has the opposite opinion is entitled to that
opi ni on, correct?

A They shoul d be entitl ed.

Q Right. You are not trying to stifle the
debate that you clai myou want, are you?

A No, of course not.

Q Okay. Now, | believe you' ve also nade a
tweet that clains "transitioning nmakes you LESS
attractive," do you recall that?

A | don't recall that. But if you' ve read
it, I -- that may be the case.

Q And the less is in all caps. Do you

believe that transitioni ng makes sonebody | ess
attractive?

A | believe transitioning is likely to reduce
your potential pool of sexual partners or romantic
partners, yes.

Q VWll, that's not what this says. This
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doesn't say transitioning reduces your pool of potenti al
sexual partners, does it?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

You can answer, Dr. Biggs.

THE WTNESS: | really do not recall the
particular reply or the Twitter thread that --
that that was -- that tweet was enbedded in. But
| believe that ny -- to ny -- best of ny
i nterpretation now, that is the inport of that --
of that statenent.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q kay. So is it your testinony here today
you weren't trying to inply that transitioning nmakes
sonmeone physically less attractive, all caps?

A It reduces their chance that that
I ndividual wll find -- reduces the potential pool of
romanti ¢ and sexual partners to that individual.

Q Wy ?

A Because, for exanple, if I'ma heterosexual
man and | transition into a woman, if | have breast
augnentation and | take estrogen, and | want to find
| eshi ans, femal e honbsexuals to have sex with, that's
going to be a relatively small proportion of the |esbian
popul ati on who will be interested in ne as a potenti al

wife or girlfriend.
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Q Wiy woul d you assune that that would be the
only pool of people that m ght be your opportunity for a
sexual partner?

A | believe that that would be one obvious --
not the only pool but a significant pool that one
woul d -- m ght be hoping that one could, you know, sw m
in, as it were.

Q Wl |, based on what is your analysis of
what pool a transgender female wants to swimin?

A | couldn't cite particular chapter and
verse of literature, but | believe there are surveys of
who trans people -- their ideal partner would be or what
ki nd of person they are looking for. And a very |arge

nunber of nmales who transition, particularly later in

life, are looking for |esbian -- |esbian partners.
Q What particular inportant social commentary
were you trying to make with this tweet, | nean, why were

you concerned --
MR. BEATO (hject to form
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q Why are you concerned with what sexual
partners a person has who has transitioned?
MR. BEATO (hject to form
You can answer, Dr. Biggs.

THE WTNESS: |'mafraid | genuinely can't
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remenber the context of that tweet.
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Ckay. Well, do you recall a tweet

general | y about many ci s-gay youth have inappropriately

transitioned to becone straight?

A | can't renenber the particular one but |
under stand what -- what you are getting at.

Q Well, no, what -- what are you getting at?

A The suspicion that | think is in ny report,

that children who could grow up w thout being nedicalized
to becone either fem nine boys, gay boys, or masculine
| esbi ans have been -- adopted a transgender identity
whi ch puts themon the path to -- for lifelong
medi cal i zation. An exanple would be the very first
patient who took gender -- GWRH, B. or F. G
Q Sir, do you believe gender-affirmng care
Is akin to eugenics?
MR. BEATO (hject to form
You can answer, Dr. Biggs.
THE WTNESS: | believe that it is -- yeah
Wi thin a robust debate in public policy, that --
that's not an unfair characterization.
BY M5, ALTMAN:
Q Wll, I don't know -- | didn't ask about

robust public policy. | asked you if you believe that
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gender-affirmng care is akin to eugeni cs?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
You can answer, Dr. Biggs.
THE WTNESS: Certainly it is creating,
particularly when -- it is creating a class of
i ndi vidual s who are not -- who are going to have
ei ther no chance or very little chance of
giving -- of having children. So it is
essentially like sterilizing sone individuals.
BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q Well, when you say "no chance" or "very
littl e chance" of having children, are you specifically
referring to whether or not they can physically carry a

child as opposed to having children through ot her neans,

surrogate, adoption, fill in the blank?

A Yes, exactly, yes.

Q And so if | understand you correctly, you
t hi nk that because soneone nay not be able to -- to have

a child, if they were to go through transition, that that
IS in sone way akin to eugenics, is that your testinony?
MR, BEATO (nhject to form
THE WTNESS: Yes. Could we -- could we

renove the deposition so | can just see -- see you

a bit better? It just helps ne to pick up the

guesti ons.
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MS. ALTMAN:  Sure.

MR. BEATQO The expert report.

THE WTNESS: Sorry, the expert wtness
statenent, yes.

M5. ALTMAN. Ana -- she's got it. There
you go. kay. And I'm al nost done, if that
hel ps, so...

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

BY MS. ALTMAN:
Q So in what way -- I'mjust trying to
understand, in what way this is |like eugenics, sir?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

You can answer, Dr. Biggs.

THE WTNESS: So eugenics was a program of
sterilizing certain people who are seen as
inferior in order to pronote the health of the
race. And the anal ogy that was being drawn here
is that contenporary nedical practices are al so

sterilizing sonme children, or putting themon a

path to sterilization, in which case they woul dn't

be -- ironically, treating themis alnost |ike an
i nferior type of individual who shouldn't be
all owed to reproduce.

And that was banned, that's why it was

bei ng obj ected to.
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BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Well, you would agree with ne, sir, that
peopl e who are transgender are choosing their own path,
wher eas eugenics i s soneone else charting a course for
them correct?

MR. BEATGO (bject to form
BY Ms. ALTMAN:

Q Soneone el se nade a decision that they are
in sone way inferior and nmeking a decision for that
person or group of people versus being transgender, which
Is, we all agree, | think you -- yourself agree, is

sonmething that's innate to the person, correct?

MR. BEATO (bject to form
You can answer, Dr. Biggs.
THE WTNESS: | never believe -- and | do
not believe | stated that transgen- -- being a
transgender was innate. | don't believe |'ve ever
sai d that.
BY M5, ALTMAN:
Q VWell, you believe people can be
transgender, correct?
A Correct.
Q You've testified to that earlier, correct?
A Correct.
Q Okay. And so are you now suggesting it's

Veritext Legal Solutions
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not innate, that sonebody is superinposing it on soneone?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

You can answer, Dr. Biggs.

THE WTNESS: Well, | believe soneone can
be a Christian. | don't believe that Christianity
is innate in the individual.

BY Ms. ALTMAN:

Q Well, sir, are you -- are you correlating
Christianity with being transgender, | just want to nake
sure |'mfoll ow ng?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

THE WTNESS: |'mjust giving you anal ogy
on how to explain -- how | can -- obviously,
transgender peopl e exist w thout necessarily
claimng that being transgender is an innate
property of the individual.

BY MS. ALTMAN

Q Right. And I'mjust trying to understand.
s it your testinony under oath that you believe that's a
correct anal ogy?

MR. BEATO nject to the form

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q That neither of the two things are innate?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

THE WTNESS: Yes, it's a hel pful anal ogy.
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| nean, |ike any other analogy, it has limtation.
BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q Vll, | thought we went through this
earlier. And, again, | don't want to retread. But, sir,
| thought we agreed that -- and I'mgoing to give you the
benefit of your testinony -- you thought that in sone
| nst ances transgender could be a choice, but that in many
other instances, it is not a choice, correct, do you

recall that testinony?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And you -- that's your testinony,
right?

A Yes.

Q And so at least in your world, there is at

| east sone subset of people that are transgender and it
Is not a choice, correct?
A Well, it may not be their choice, it may be
the choice, for exanple, of their parents, for exanple.
Q But it nmay be their choice and it may not
be their choice, it may be innate, correct?
MR, BEATO (nhject to form
You can answer, Dr. Biggs.
THE WTNESS: | nmean, a child who is
brought up in a pious Christian hone and Christian

school and sent to Bible every -- Bible study and
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church and very -- given a very religious

upbringing, | would say that child did not really

have a choice to be a Christian. But | don't
believe that Christianity is sonehow sort of
physically innate in themin the way that blue
eyes woul d be, for exanple.

BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q Well, sir, we want to -- you keep focusing
on children. Let's try and unpack it a little by not
tal ki ng about children for a m nute.

You woul d agree with ne that there are
adults that -- that live their |life as one gender and
ultimately cone to ternms with the fact that they have a

gender identity different fromtheir gender at birth,

correct?

A Yes, yes.

Q So let's not tal k about parents and
Christians and whatever else you want to talk about. |I'm

tal ki ng about adults now.

Wul d you agree with ne, sir, that there
are transgender individuals, that it is not a choice, it
Is innate to then?

A | think maybe we have a different
under st andi ng of innate.

Q Ckay. Well, what's your understandi ng of
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I nnate, sir?

A I nnate is sonething that would -- would
be -- would arise regardless of the cultural context.

Q What does that nmean, sir? Are you trying
to say that every transgender person arises because of
the cultural context, is that your testinony?

MR. BEATO (bject to the form
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q What ever that neans?
MR. BEATO (bject to form
THE WTNESS: |'m suggesting that there are
different societies. D fferent cultures have
different ways of understandi ng gender. And,

obvi ously, our society, our culture at this nonent

has an understandi ng which is encapsulated in the

| abel "transgender." But that is not universal or
across -- across different societies, different
cul tures.

BY M5, ALTMAN:

Q Meani ng what? That it is your testinony
under oath that there are people in other societies and
other cultures that -- that have no individuals that are
transgender, is that what you want this Court to believe?

MR. BEATO (bject to form
THE W TNESS: They m ght understand

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

Case 4:22-cv-00325-RH-MAF Document 128-2 Filed 04/07/23 Page 233 of 307

Page 233

their -- their experience in quite different ways.

For exanple, they would not be seeking cross-sex

hor nones, for exanple.
BY MS. ALTMAN

Q Wo is the they in your sentence?

A No i ndividuals and -- before 1900 were
seeki ng cross-sex hornones.

Q Sir, you are here to provide your opinions
today. |'mhappy to talk to you at length if you' d |ike
during your deposition about the 1900s. But |'mjust
trying to understand your testinony here today about
what -- what it is today.

s it your opinion under oath that being
transgender is a choice?

MR. BEATO (bject to form

You can answer, Dr. Biggs.

THE WTNESS: |In sone cases, Yyes.
BY MS. ALTMAN:

Q And in sonme cases?
A In sone cases no.
Q kay. Thank you very nmuch. And | think I

asked you this earlier, but just in case, other than
talking to -- to Mchael for five mnutes, did you
di scuss your deposition testinony with anyone el se?

A No.
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Q And | think you al so answered you' ve not
read any of the other depositions in this case, correct?

A Correct. Expert witness -- yeah, expert
reports.

Q Yes, sir.

A Correct.

Q Do you --

A Except the rebuttals, except the five
rebuttals to -- five rebuttals to expert reports.

Q Right. And nmy question, |I'msorry, was
about deposition transcripts. Have you read any
deposition transcripts?

A No.

Q No. Did hornone treatnents exist before
t he 1900s?

A No.

Q Did we even understand hornones before the
1900s?

A No.

Q So using your anal ogy before in referencing

that before the 1900s, you know, transgender was not a
thing, that really isn't a good anal ogy because it didn't
exi st, correct, the use of cross-sex hornones?

MR BEATO (bject to the form

You can answer, Dr. Biggs.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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THE WTNESS: Yes, | think nedical --
certain nmedical technol ogies nmake certain --
certain identities nore -- nore likely or nore --
nore attractive.

M5. ALTMAN. Let ne just |ook at the report
real quick, sir, and make sure | don't have any
ot her questions. |'meither just about done or
done. So just give ne one second.

BY M5. ALTMAN:

Q Sir, on the bottom of page 13 of your
report, | don't think we need to bring the report up, |
just have a qui ck questi on.

You cite to -- it says, "In the Bel gi an

clinic which experienced the exceptionally high suicide

rate," then there is a period and a | owercase,
"subsequent correspondence reveal s that suicide was" --
and I'mquoting -- "suicide was related to many nore
psychol ogi cal problens than G D., and occurred nostly a
few years after the start of hornonal treatnent.”

And you cite to an e-mail from Gaia Van
Cauwenberg, GA-UWE-NB-E-R G to Avi, A V-1, Ring,
R1-NG an e-mail dated May 27, 2022.

| s that your evidence that you are relying

upon for that statenent, is an e-nmail fromthis one

I ndi vidual to another, or did you have ot her evidence for
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t hat proposition?

A That's the evidence. And that -- the --
Van Cauwenberg is one of the authors of that articles --
of the article that tal ks about the high suicide rate in
the Bel gian clinic.

Q Ckay.

M5. ALTMAN. | don't have any nore

gquestions, sir.

M chael .

MR. BEATO And thank you again, Dr. Biggs,
for your -- for your testinony. | just have two
qguestions for you.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR BEATQO

Q The first question is, do you think that
the subject matter of gender-affirmng care is
controversial ?

A Yes.

Q Then why did you decide to weigh in and
opine into this controversial subject matter?

A Because | believed that the enpirica
evidence did not justify the kind of certainty that was
bei ng presented in the practice of gender clinics, |ike
t he Tavistock in London, and in the sort of nedia

di scussion of the care for transgender children and
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adol escent s.

MR. BEATO No further questions.

M5. ALTMAN.  You want to tell himhis right
to read or waive or do you want ne to do it?

MR. BEATG You can do it.

M5. ALTMAN. So you have the right to read
your transcript. Can't nmake substantive changes
but you can read it. Maybe you said yes, the
court reporter wote no or sonething else. So you
have the right to read or waive your transcript.

THE WTNESS: How |long would | have to
do -- to read and -- and approve that transcript?

M5. ALTMAN. 30 seconds -- no, | think it's
30 days.

THE WTNESS: | wll take -- | would
rather -- | probably would like to read it, then.

M5. ALTMAN:  Ckay.

And then | just have one real quick
redi rect question.

REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. ALTMAN:
Q Have you wei ghed in on whether surgeries
shoul d be provided to intersex infants?
A No, | haven't, but | have a strong view

that they shouldn't be unless absolutely nedically
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necessary.

M5. ALTMAN. So, Ms. Bush, he is going to
read it, | think. Dd I get that right?
THE WTNESS: Yes. Yes, please.

M5. ALTMAN. Ckay. | believe we are
ordering on an expedited basis. So we wll take a
copy -- the original, | guess. And we want it on

an expedi ted basis.

M5. REPORTER  And when is that, when do
you want it by? As soon as | can get it to you?

M5. ALTMAN: Right, but faster than that.

M5. REPORTER: Do you have a specific tine
frame in m nd?

M5. ALTMAN.  Well, | nean, we're -- | nean,
as soon as possible. As soon as you can humanly
get it here.

M5. REPORTER: That's fi ne.

And then, M chael, do you want a copy?

MR. BEATO Yes, please.

(The proceeding is adjourned at 3:44 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C

STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF

I, MCHAEL BIGGS, PH.D., certify that |
have read the foregoing transcript of nmy deposition and
that the statenents contained therein, together with any
additions or corrections made on the attached Errata

Sheet are true and correct.

Dated this day of , 20_

M CHAEL BI GGS, PH. D

The foregoing certificate was subscribed to

before ne this day of , 20__, by

the witness who has produced a as

identification and who did not take an additional oath.

NOTARY PUBLI C
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ERRATA SHEET

IN RE: DEKKER VS. WEI DA, ET AL.
DO NOT' WRI TE ON TRANSCRI PT - ENTER CHANGES HERE:
Page No. Li ne No. Change Reason

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /
| have read ny deposition in this matter and entered any
changes in formor substance as reflected above.

DATE M CHAEL BI GGS, PH. D.
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CERTIFICATE OF OATH OF WITNESS

STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF ST. LUCIE )

I, the undersigned Notary Public, in and
for the State of Florida, hereby certify that MICHAEL
BIGGS, PH.D. personally appeared before me and was duly

sSworn.

WITNESS MY HAND and official seal in the
City of Fort Pierce, County of St. Lucie, State of
Florida this March 24, 2023.

Jennifer L. Bush, RPR, FPR
Notary Public

State of Florida at Large.
My Commission: #HH 002112

My commission expires: 9/24/24
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF ST. LUCIE )

I, Jennifer L. Bush, Registered Registered
Registered Professional Reporter, do hereby certify that
I was authorized to and did stenographically report the
deposition of MICHAEL BIGGS, PH.D.; and that a review of
the transcript was requested; and that pages 1 through
243, inclusive, are a true record of my stenographic
notes.

I further certify that I am not a relative,
employee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor
am I a relative or employee of any of the parties,
attorneys or counsel connected with the action, nor am I

financially interested in the action.

Dated this March 24, 2023.

Jennifer Bush, RPR, FPR

The foregoing certification of the
transcript does not apply to any reproduction of the same
by and means unless under the direct control and/or

direction of the certifying reporter.
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VERI TEXT LEGAL SCLUTI ONS
ONE Bl SCAYNE TOVNER
2 SQUTH BI SCAYNE BLVD., SU TE 2250
MAM, FL 33131
800- 726- 7007

March 24, 2023

M CHAEL BI GGS, PH. D.

C/ O M chael Beato, Esquire

Hol t zman Vogel Barantorchinsky & Josefiak PLLC
119 S Monroe Street, Suite 500

Tal | ahassee, FL 32301

RE: DEKKER VS. WEI DA, ET AL.
Deposi tion of M CHAEL BI GGS, PH.D.
Dear Dr. Biggs:

This letter is to advise you that the
transcript of the deposition |isted above is conpl eted
and is awaiting reading and signing. Depending on the
| ength of the transcript, you should allow yourself
sufficient tine.

I f the reading and signing has not been
conpleted prior to the tine of trial, we shall concl ude
t hat you have wai ved the reading and signing of the
deposition transcript.

Your pronpt attention to this matter is
appr eci at ed.
Si ncerely,

Jenni fer L. Bush, RPR FPR
CC. Al counsel on appearance page
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) 1if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, i1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.






